Rabbinic Thought and Theology

"Bashert" in

Rabbinic Thought

I. Introduction: The Problem of Divine Intervention vs. Free Will

1. Maimonides' Shemonah Perakim Chapter 8

[There is no contradiction to this from the following| statement of
our Sages: "Everything is in the hands of heaven except the fear of
heaven." This statement is true and conforms to the conceptual
framework that we have explained. Nevertheless, many people err
with regard to it and imagine that a person is fated with regard to
many of the matters in which he is given free choice: e.g., whether
he will marry a particular woman or acquire a sum of money
through theft. This is absolutely not true. For if a person marries a
woman, granting her a marriage contract and performing the rites of
kiddushin, he is performing a mitzvah, and God does not dectee
that we will perform any mitzvot. Should the marriage be forbidden,
[entering into it] is a sin, and God does not decree that we will
perform any sins
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II. Rabbinic Sources Supporting "Bashert"

2. B. Sotah 2a

R. Samuel b. R. Isaac said: When Resh Lakish began to expound
[the subject of] Sotah, he spoke thus: They only pair a woman with a
man according to his deeds; as it is said: For the sceptre of
wickedness shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous. Rabbah b.
Bar Hanah said in the name of R. Johanan: It is as difficult to pair
them as was the division of the Red Sea; as it is said: God setteth the
solitary in families: He bringeth out the prisoners into prosperity!
But it is not so; for Rab Judah has said in the name of Rav: Forty
days before the creation of a child, a Bath Kol issues forth and
proclaims, The daughter of A is for B; the house of C is for D the
field of E is for F! — There is no contradiction, the latter dictum
referring to a first marriage and the former to a second marriage.
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3a. M. Moed Katan 3:3
And the following documents may be written during the Festival
[week]: instruments of betrothal...

3b. B. Moed Katan 18b

Said Samuel, 'One is allowed to betroth a woman during the festival
week, [the reason being] lest another [tival suitot] anticipate him'...
But [yet], could Samuel have said 'Lest another [rival suitor]
anticipate him'? Surely Rav Judah, as citing Samuel, said: each and
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every day an echo issues forth [on high| announcing, "The daughter
of So-and-so is [to be a wife] to So-and-so".' [Similatly]. 'Such and
such a field is [to belong] to So-and-so'. — No; what it means is,
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'Lest another [tival suitot] anticipate him' by means of prayet.

As is illustrated by what occurred to Rava, who overheard a certain
fellow praying for grace saying: 'May that girl be destined to be
mine!' Said Rava to the man: '"Pray not for grace thus; if she be
meet for you, you will not lose her, and if not, you have
challenged Providence'. Later he overheard him praying that
either he should die before her or she before him. Said Rava to him:

Thus said Rav in the name of R. Reuben b. Estrobile, from the
Torah, from the Prophets and from the Writings it may be shown
that a woman is [destined to] a man by God. From the Torah: Then
Laban and Bethuel answered and said, "The thing proceedeth from
the Lotrd" (Gen. 24:50). From the Prophets: "But his [Samson's]
father and mother knew not that it was of the Lord" (Judges 15:4).
And from the Writings: "House and riches are the inheritance of
fathers, but a prudent wife is from the Lord" (Prov. 19:14).

'[Praying Jack], did I not tell you not to pray for grace in this matter?'
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4. Genesis Rabbah 68:4

R. Judah b. Simon commenced his exposition with, God maketh
individuals to dwell in a house (Ps. 68:7). A [Roman| matron asked
R. Jose: "In how many days did the Holy One, blessed be He, create
His wotld?" "In six days," he answered. "Then what has He been
doing since then?" "He sits and makes matches," he answered,
"assigning this man to that woman, and this woman to that man."
"If that is difficult,”" she gibed, "I too can do the same." She went
and matched [her slaves], giving this man to that woman, this
woman to that man and so on. Sometime after those who were thus
united went and beat one another, this woman saying, "I do not
want this man," while this man protested, "I do not want that
woman." (Straightway she summoned R. Jose b. Halafta and
admitted to him: "There is no god like your God: it is true, your
Torah is indeed beautiful and praiseworthy, and you spoke the
truth!") Said he to her: "If it is easy in your eyes, it is as difficult
before the Holy One, blessed be He, as the dividing of the Red Sea."
What is the proof? "God maketh individuals to dwell in a house; He
bringeth out the prisoners into prospetity (ba- kosharoth)." (What
does "ba-kosharoth" mean? Weeping (beki) and song (shiroth): he
who desires [his companion] utters song: and he who does not,
weeps).
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5.Y. Kiddushin 3:12 64c

R. Judah bar Pazzi said, "'God gives the desolate a home to dwell in
(Ps. 68:0) "Even if there is a mamzer at one end of the world, and a
mamzer girl at the other end of the world, the Holy One, blessed be
he, brings them and pairs them up."
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ITI. Rabbinic Sources Opposing ""Bashert"

6. B. Yevamot 99b-100a

Our Rabbis taught: Ten [classes of people] must not be given a share
of terumah at the threshing-floors. They are the following: The deaf,
the imbecile, the minor, the tumtum, the hermaphrodite the slave,
the woman, the uncircumecised, the levitically unclean, and he who
married a woman who is unsuitable for him (T. Terumot 10:18)...
And the priest who married a woman unsuitable for him, as a fine.
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7. T. Sotah 5:11

One who marries a woman because he is embarrassed by her father,
brother, or relatives, in the end they will cause his burial. Similatly, if
a woman marries a man because she is embarrassed by his father,
brothers, or relatives, in the end they will cause his burial. R. Meir
used to say: Someone who marries a woman who is not suited to
him violates five prohibitions: 1. Do not take revenge (Lev. 19:18) 2.
Do not bear a grudge (ibid) 3. Do not hate your friend in your heart
(Lev. 19:17) 4. Love your friend as yourself (Lev. 19:18) and 5. Your
brother shall live among you (Lev. 25:36). And not only this, but he
prevents procreation from the world.
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8a. B. Ketuvot 28b

If one of the brothers has married a woman who is unworthy of
him, the members of the family come together, bring a cask full of
fruit, break it in the middle of the open place and say. Brethren of
the house of Israel, hear. Our brother So-and-so has married a
woman who is not worthy of him, and we are afraid lest his
descendants will be united with our descendants. Come and take for
yourselves a sign for future generations, that his descendants shall
not be united with our descendants'.

8b. Y. Ketuvot 2:10 26d

R. Yosah b. R. Bun, "Also he who married 2 woman who was
unworthy of his status — his relatives would bring jugs and fill them
with parched corn and nuts and break them before the children, and
the children would collect the parched corn and nuts and say, 'Mr.
So-and-so is cut off from his family." When he would divorce the
woman, they would perform the same rite and say, 'Mtr. So-and-so
has gotten back to his family.""
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9a. B Kiddushin 70a

Rabbah b. Bar Hanah said: He who takes a wife who is not fitting
for him, the Writ stigmatizes him as though he had ploughed the
whole world and sown it with salt, as it is said: And these were they
which went up front Tel-melah, Tel-harsha (Nehemia 7:61).

N:¥ PVITP Y52 Tnvn .9

NYN NVIN Y : 7N 9292 N2 N
2IN5N POY VYN 10 TINN NPRY
WIN I BN 95D IWIN IPIND
NN +3 70N+ : NIV NN

. NYIN 91N NON HNn 0N

Rabbinic Thought and Theology — "Bashert
www.JoshYuter.com



http://www.joshyuter.com/

9b. B. Kiddushin 70b

R. Abin b. R. Adda said in Rav's name: Whoever takes a wife who is
not fit for him, when the Holy One, blessed be He, causes His
divine Presence to rest [on Israel], He testifies concerning all the
tribes [that they are His people], but does not testify unto him, for it
is said: The tribes of the Lord are a testimony unto Israel: when is it
'a testimony unto Israel'’? When the tribes are 'tribes of the Lotd".

2: 9 PYITYP 93 TInvn

95 :27 9IN NTN 27 92 PaN 27 DN
2 TN NPNY NYUN NYDN

93 5y YN NNOYW NIYN NYIAPNYI
SNV, VDY TN PRI DXLV
MTY Y02V +25P DONN+
IINIWIT NYTY NN OINDIN INIYY
.YOVAY DYVIVYNVY I

10a. B. Pesachim 49a

It was taught, R. Simeon said: Every feast which is not in connection
with a religious deed, a scholar must derive no enjoyment thereof.
What, for instance? — Said R. Johanan: E.g., [the feast at the
betrothal of] the daughter of a priest to an Israelite, or the daughter
of a scholar to an ignoramus. For R. Johanan said: If the daughter of
a priest [marries] an Israelite, their union will not be auspicious.
What is it? Said R. Hisda: [She will be] either a widow or a divorced
woman, ot she will have no seed [children]. In a Baraitha it was
taught: He will bury her or she will bury him, or she will reduce him
to poverty. But that is not so, for R. Johanan said: he who desires to
become wealthy, let him cleave to the seed of Aaron, [for it is all the
more] that the Torah and the priesthood will enrich them? — There
is no difficulty: one refers to a scholar; the other refers to an ‘am ha-
arez.

10b. B. Pesachim 49b

Our Rabbis taught: Let a man always sell all he has and marry the
daughter of a scholar. If he does not find1 the daughter of a scholar,
let him marry the daughter of [one of] the great men of the
generation. If he does not find the daughter of [one of] the great
men of the generation, let him marry the daughter of the head of
synagogues. If he does not find the daughter of the head of
synagogues, let him marry the daughter of a charity treasurer. If he
does not find the daughter of a charity treasurer, let him marry the
daughter of an elementary school-teacher, but let him not marry the
daughter of an ‘am ha-arez, because they are detestable and their
wives are vermin, and of their daughters it is said, Cursed be he that
lieth with any manner of beast.
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11. B. Kiddushin 29b

Rava said, and the School of R. Ishmael taught likewise: Until the
age of twenty, the Holy One, blessed be He, sits and waits. When
will he take a wife? As soon as one attains twenty and has not
martied, He exclaims, ‘Blasted be his bones!’

2:05 PYITP Y933 Tndn .11

TY : INYNY 2T NN 1D, X2 N
DTNY NONMY NAPN AW,V 1D
N9) 19 N 119 PNUN N NN
PNYY N9 : TN, NYI

12. B. Bava Batra 110a

Rava said: He who [wishes] to take a wife should inquire about [the
character of] her brothers. For it is said, And Aaron took Elisheba,
the daughter of Amminadab, the sister of Nahshon; since it is stated
the daughter of Amminadab, would it not he obvious that she is the
sister of Nahshon? Then why should it be expressly stated, the sister
of Nahshon? From here, [then], it is to be inferred that he who takes
a wife should inquire about [the character of] her brothers. It was
taught: Most children resemble the brothers of the mother.
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13. B. Yevamot 37b

But, surely, this could not be [the accepted ruling], for Rav,
whenever he happened to visit Dardeshir (town near Mahoza), used
to announce, "Who would be mine for the day'l So also R, Nahman,
whenever he happened to visit Shekunzib, used to announce, "Who
would be mines for the day'l— The Rabbis came under a special
category since they are well known.
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14. B. Kiddushin 41a

For Rav Judah said in the name of Rav: A man may not betroth a
woman before he sees her, lest he [subsequently| see something
repulsive in her, and she become loathsome to him, whereas the All-
Merciful said, but thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
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15. B. Yevamot 45a

And Rav also ruled that the child is legitimate. For once a man
appeared before Rav and asked him, "What [is the legal position of
the child] where an idolater or a slave had intercourse with the
daughter of an Israelite'? "The child is legitimate', the Master replied.
'Give me then your daughter' said the man. 'I will not give her to
you' [was the Mastet's reply]. Said Shimi b. Hiyya to Rav. 'People say
that in Media a camel can dance on a kab; here is the kab, here is the
camel and here is Media, but there is no dancing'l 'Had he been
equal to Joshua the son of Nun I would not have given him my
daughtet’, the Master replied. 'Had he been like Joshua the son of
Nun', the other retorted, 'others would have given him their
daughters, if the Master had not given him his; but with this man, if
the Master will not give him, others also will not give him'. As the
man refused to go away he fixed his eye upon him and he died.
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IV. The Experiences and Perspectives of the Sages

A. Reish Lakish and R. Yohanan

16. B. Sotah 2a

R. Samuel b. R. Isaac said: When Resh Lakish began to expound
[the subject of] Sotah, he spoke thus: They only pair a woman with a
man according to his deeds; as it is said: For the sceptre of
wickedness shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous. Rabbah b.
Bar Hanah said in the name of R. Johanan: It is as difficult to pair
them as was the division of the Red Sea
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17. B. Bava Metzia 84a

One day R. Johanan was bathing in the Jordan, when Resh Lakish
saw him and leapt into the Jordan after him. Said he [R. Johanan] to
him, "Your strength should be for the Torah." — "Your beauty,' he
replied, 'should be for women.' 'If you will repent,' said he, 'T will
give you my sister [in marriage|, who is more beautiful than 1.' He
undertook [to repent]; then he wished to return and collect his
weapons, but could not. Subsequently, [R. Johanan] taught him
Bible and Mishnah, and made him into a great man.
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18a. B. Yoma 74b

Resh Lakish said: Better is the pleasure of looking at a woman than
the act itself as it is said: ‘Better is the seeing of the eyes than the
wandering of the desire’. (Ecc. 6:9)

18b. B. Yevamot 118b

Come and hear what Resh Lakish said: 'It is preferable to live in
grief than to dwell in widowhood'. [ A woman's maxim. She prefers
an unhappy life in a married state to a happy one in solitude. [H]
'with a load of grief', 'in trouble' (last.). According to Rashi]
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B. Rava

19. B. Moed Katan 18b

As is illustrated by what occurred to Rava, who overheard a certain
fellow praying for grace saying: 'May that girl be destined to be
mine!' Said Rava to the man:_'"Pray not for grace thus; if she be
meet for you, you will not lose her, and if not, you have
challenged Providence'
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20. B. Bava Batra 12b

How has prophecy been given to children? A case in point is that of
the daughter of R. Hisda. She was sitting on her father's lap, and in
front of him were sitting Rava and Rami b. Hama. He said to her:
Which of them would you like? She replied: Both. Whereupon Rava
said: And let me be the second.
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21. B. Berachot 44a

When R. Isaac came, he said: There was a town in the Land of Israel
named Gofnith in which there were eighty pairs of brothers, all
priests, who were married to eighty pairs of sisters, also all of
priestly family. The Rabbis searched from Sura to Nehardea and
could not find [a similar case] save the daughters of R. Hisda who
were married to Rami b. Hama and to Mar 'Ukba b. Hama; and
while they were priestesses, their husbands were not priests.
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22. B. Berachot 47b

Our Rabbis taught: Who is an 'am ha-arez?... Others say: Even if
one has learnt Scripture and Mishnah, if he has not ministered to the
disciples of the wise, he is an 'am ha-arez. R. Huna said: The
halachah is as laid down by 'Others'. Rami b. Hama refused to count
to zimmun R. Menashiah b. Tahalifa who could repeat Sifra, Sifre,
and halachah. When Rami b. Hama died, Rava said: Rami b. Hama
died only because he would not count R. Menashiah b. Tahalifa for
zimmun. But it has been taught: Others say that even if one has
learnt Scripture and Mishnah but has not ministered to the disciples
of the wise, he is an 'am ha-arez? — R. Menashiah b. Tahalifa was
different because he used to minister to the Rabbis, and it was Rami
b. Hama who did not make proper inquiries about him. According
to another version, he used to hear discussions from the mouth of

the Rabbis and commit them to memory and he was therefore like a
Rabbinical scholar.
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23. B. Chagigah 5a

Rava said: This refers to one who is in the habit of sending his wife
on the eve of the Sabbath meat that has not been cut up [unporged
meat, the forbidden fat, blood vessels etc. not having been removed.
The nearness of the Sabbath makes it a busy time for the housewife,
who in her hurry may forget to porge the meat.]. But Rava [himself]
used to send! — The daughter of R. Hisda is different, for he was
sure of her that she was an expert!
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C. Shmuel

24. B. Moed Katan 18b

Said Samuel, 'One is allowed to betroth a woman during the festival
week, [the reason being] lest another [rival suitot] anticipate him'...
But [yet], could Samuel have said 'Lest another [tival suitot]
anticipate him'? Surely Rav Judah, as citing Samuel, said: each and
every day an echo issues forth [on high] announcing, "The daughter
of So-and-so is [to be a wife] to So-and-so"." [Similarly]. 'Such and
such a field is [to belong] to So-and-so'. — No; what it means is,
'Lest another [rival suitor] anticipate him' by means of prayer.
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25a. B. Kiddushin 70a

Samuel distinctly said: One must make no use at all of a woman,
whether adult or child.

25b. B. Kiddushin 70b
“Thus said Samuel,” said he, ‘One must not enquire after a woman's
welfare at all.’

25c. B. Berachot 24a
Samuel said: A woman's voice is a sexual incitement, as it says, For
sweet is thy voice and thy countenance is comely.

25d. B. Ketuvot 77a

R. Tahlifa b. Abimi, however, stated in the name of Samuel: Even
the man who married a woman and lived with her ten years and she
bore no child may be compelled [to divorce het].

25e. B. Kiddushin 29b
Rav Judah said in Samuel's name: The halachah is, [A man)] first
marries and then studies.

25f. B. Yevamot 61b

[This implies| if he has children, he may abstain from performing
the duty of propagation but not from that of living with a wife. This
provides support for a statement R. Nahman made in the name of
Samuel who ruled that although a man may have many children he
must not remain without a wife, for it is said in the Scriptures, It is
not good that the man should be alone. Others read: [This implies|
if he has children he may abstain from performing the duty of
propagation and also from that of living with a wife. May it, then, be
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said that this presents an objection against the statement R. Nahman
made in the name of Samuel? — No; if he has no children he must
marry a woman capable of procreation; and if he has children he
may marty a woman who is incapable of procreation.

D. Rav

26. B. Bava Metzia 59a

Rav said: One should always be heedful of wronging his wife, for
since her tears are frequent she is quickly hurt... Rav also said: He
who follows his wife's counsel will descend into Gehenna, for it is
written, But there was none like unto Ahab [which did sell himself
to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife
stirred up]
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27. B. Yevamot 63a

Rav was once taking leave of R. Hiyya. The latter said to him, 'May
the All Merciful deliver you from that which is worse than death'.
'But is there' [Rav wondered] 'anything that is worse than death'
When he went out he considered the matter and found [the
following text]: And I find more bitter than death the woman etc.

Rav was constantly tormented by his wife. If he told her, Prepare
me lentils', she would prepare him small peas; [and if he asked for]
small peas, she prepared him lentils. When his son Hiyya grew up he
gave her [his fathet's instruction] in the reverse order. "Your mothet',
Rav once remarked to him, 'has improved'! It was I', the other
replied, 'who reversed [your orders] to her'. "This is what people say’,
the first said to him, "Thine own offspring teaches thee reason'; you,
however, must not continue to do so' for it is said, They have taught
their tongue to speak lies, they weary themselves etc'.

R. Hiyya was constantly tormented by his wife. He, nevertheless,
whenever he obtained anything suitable wrapped it up in his scarf
and brought it to her. Said Rav to him, 'But, surely, she is
tormenting the Mastet!' — "It is sufficient for us', the other replied,
'that they rear up our children and deliver us from sin.'
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V. Conclusions

28. Psalms 68:7
God sets the lonely in families,[c|he leads out the prisoners
with singing; but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land.
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29. Midrash Tehillim 68
This is what the Torah says, "it is not good for a man to be
alone." (Genesis 2:18)

DYIN ONYN N7 ND OYYAN V1) .29
2INON IINRY INT NN DTN VN DINYN
(N> 2 MWNII) 172D OTND NPN IV XY

Rabbinic Thought and Theology — "Bashert
www.JoshYuter.com



http://www.joshyuter.com/

