Sacred Slogans

“Light Unto the Nations”

I. Biblical Sources

1. Isaiah 42:5-9

This is what God the Lord says—the Creator of the heavens, who
stretches them out, who spreads out the earth with all that springs
from it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk
on it: “I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; I will
take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to
be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to
open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to
release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. “I am
the Lord; that is my name! I will not yield my glory to another or
my praise to idols. See, the former things have taken place, and
new things I declare; before they spring into being I announce
them to you.”
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2. Isaiah 49:1-6
It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the
tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will

also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may
reach to the ends of the earth.
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I1. Concern for Reputation

A. Moses Appeals to God

3. Exodus 32:12

Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he
brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them
off the face of the earth’ Turn from your fierce anger; relent and
do not bring disaster on your people.
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4. Numbers 14:13-16

Moses said to the Lord, “Then the Egyptians will hear about it!
By your power you brought these people up from among them.
And they will tell the inhabitants of this land about it. They have
already heard that you, Lord, are with these people and that you,
Lord, have been seen face to face, that your cloud stays over
them, and that you go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and
a pillar of fire by night. If you put all these people to death,
leaving none alive, the nations who have heard this report about
you will say, “The Lord was not able to bring these people into the
land he promised them on oath, so he slaughtered them in the
wilderness.’
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5. Psalms 79:6-11

Pour out your wrath on the nations that do not acknowledge you,
on the kingdoms that do not call on your name; for they have
devoured Jacob and devastated his homeland. Do not hold
against us the sins of past generations; may your mercy come
quickly to meet us, for we are in desperate need. Help us, God
our Savior, for the glory of your name; deliver us and forgive our
sins for your name’s sake. Why should the nations say, “Where
is their God?” Before our eyes, make known among the
nations that you avenge the outpoured blood of your

»-1: 09 09NN .5

N2 YN DD ON TR0 9V (1)
N2 TPV TUN NID2NN OV T
1M1 NN APY? NN DIN D (V) INP
NNY N 1IN DN (N) - I0YD

D PRI INNTR? NN DHVYN)

2Y NYW OTION NNY (V) - TRN NPT
2y 192) NXD) THY T123 127
19N 199 () : TRV WND IPHNVN
©2)3 Y790 BNPHIN DIN BIND
>72Y 0F NNPI 1YY 02

servants. $ DAY
B. Jews as Role Models
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6. Deuteronomy 4:5-6

See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the Lord my God
commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are
entering to take possession of it. Observe them carefully, for this
will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations,
who will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great

nation is a wise and understanding people.”
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C. Unethical Behavior / Hillul Hashem / Desecrating God’s Name

7. B. Yoma 84a

And R. Matia further said: R. Johanan suffered from scurvy.
He went to a matron, who prepared something for him on
Thursday and Friday. He said to her: How shall I do it on the
Sabbath? She answered him,: Then you will not need it [any
more|. He said: But if I should need it, what then? She replied:
‘Swear unto me by the God of Israel that you will not reveal it’
[to others]; whereupon he swore: “To the God of Israel I shall
not reveal it’. She revealed it to him, and he went forth and
expounded it in his lecture. But he had sworn to her? —
[He swore]: “T'o the God of Israel I shall not reveal it’
[which implies] but to His people I shall reveal it! But
this is a profanation of the Name? — It was so that he had
explained it [the meaning of his oath] to her from the very
beginning.
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8. B. Pesachim 49a

Our Rabbis taught: Every scholar who feasts much in every
place eventually destroys his home, widows his wife, orphans
his young, forgets his learning, and becomes involved in many
quarrels; his words are unheeded, and he desecrates the Name
of Heaven and the name of his teacher and the name of his
father, and he causes an evil name for himself, his children,
and his children’s’ children until the end of time.
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9. B. Yoma 86a

R. Matthia b. Heresh asked R. Eleazar b. Azariah in Rome:
have you heard about the four kinds of sins, concerning which
R. Ishmael has lectured? He answered: They are three, and
with each is repentance connected — If one transgressed a
positive commandment , and repented, then he is forgiven,
before he has moved from his place; as it is said: Return, O
backsliding children. If he has transgressed a prohibition and
repented, then repentance suspends [the punishment]| and the
Day of Atonement procures atonement, as it is said: For on
this day shall atonement be made for you ... from all your sins.
If he has committed [a sin to be punished with] extirpation or
death through the Beth din, and repented, then repentance
and the Day of Atonement suspend [the punishment thereon],
and suffering finishes the atonement, as it is said: Then will I
visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with

strokes. But if he has been guilty of the profanation of the
Name, then penitence has no power to suspend punishment,

nor the Day of Atonement to procure atonement, nor
suffering to finish it, but all of them together suspend the
punishment and only death finishes it, as it is said: And the

Lord of hosts revealed Himself in my ears; surely this iniquity

shall not be expiated by you till ye die.

What constitutes profanation of the Name? — Rav said: If,

e.g., I take meat from the butcher and do not pay him at
once.(He would learn from my bad example to treat debts
dishonestly by delaying and ultimately ignoring the payment.)
Abaye said: That we have learnt [to regard as profanation| only
in a place wherein one does not go out to collect payment, but
in a place where one does go out to collect, there is no harm in
it [not paying at once]. Ravina said: And Matha Mehasia is a
place where one goes out collecting payments due. Whenever
Abaye bought meat from two partners, he paid money to each
of them, afterwards bringing then, together and squaring

accounts with both. R. Johanan said: In my case [itis a
profanation if] I walk four cubits without [uttering words of]
Torah or [wearing] tefillin.(People would not know that 1 am

weak, they would profit by my ‘example’ to neglect the study
of the Torah)
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Isaac, of the School of R. Jannai. said: If one’s colleagues are

ashamed of his reputation, that constitutes a profanation of
the Name. R. Nahman b. Isaac commented: E.g. if people say,

May the Lord forgive So-and-so. Abaye explained: As it was
taught: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God, i.e., that the
Name of Heaven be beloved because of you. If someone
studies Scripture and Mishnah, and attends on the disciples of
the wise, is honest in business, and speaks pleasantly to
persons, what do people then say concerning him? ‘Happy the
father who taught him Torah, happy the teacher who taught
him Torah; woe unto people who have not studied the Torah;
for this man has studied the Torah look how fine his ways ate,
how righteous his deeds! Of him does Scripture say: And He
said unto me: Thou art My servant, Israel, in, whom I will be
glorified. But if someone studies Scripture and Mishnah,
attends on the disciples of the wise, but is dishonest in
business, and discourteous in his relations with people,
what do people say about him? ‘Woe unto him who
studied the Torah, woe unto his father who taught him
Torah; woe unto his teacher who taught him Torah! This
man studied the Torah: Look, how corrupt are his deeds,
how ugly his ways; of him Scripture says: In that men
said of them,: These are the people of the Lord, and are
gone forth out of His land.
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10. B. Bava Kamma 113b

His [a non-Jew’s| lost article is permissible, for R. Hama b.
Guria said that Rav stated: Whence can we learn that the lost
article of a heathen is permissible? Because it says: And with
all lost thing of thy brother’s: (Deut 22:3) it is to your brother
that you make restoration, but you need not make restoration
to a heathen. But why not say that this applies only where the
lost article has not yet come into the possession of the finder,
in which case he is under no obligation to look round for it,
whereas if it had already entered his possession, why not say
that he should return it. — Said Ravina: And thou hast found
it surely implies that the lost article has already come into his
possession.

It was taught: R. Phinehas b. Yair said that where there
was a danger of causing a profanation of the Name, even
the retaining of a lost article of a heathen is a crime.
Samuel said: It is permissible, however, to benefit by his
mistake as in the case when Samuel once bought of a heathen
a golden bowl under the assumption of it being of copper for
four zuz, and also left him minus one zuz. R. Kahana once
bought of a heathen a hundred and twenty barrels which were
supposed to be a hundred while he similarly left him minus
one zuz and said to him: ‘See that I am relying upon you.”
Ravina together with a heathen bought a palm-tree to chop up
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[and divide]. He thereupon said to his attendant: Quick, bring
to me the parts near to the roots, for the heathen is interested
only in the number [but not in the quality]. R. Ashi was once
walking on the road when he noticed branches of vines
outside a vineyard upon which ripe clusters of grapes were
hanging. He said to his attendant: ‘Go and see, if they belong
to a heathen bring them to me, but if to an Israelite do not
bring them to me.” The heathen happened to be then sitting in
the vineyard and thus overheard this conversation, so he said
to him: ‘If of a heathen would they be permitted?”” — He
replied: ‘A heathen is usually prepared to [dispose of his
grapes and| accept payment, whereas an Israelite is generally
not prepared to [do so and] accept payment.
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D. Maintaining Reputation Regarding Converts

11. B. Yevamot 22a

Rava said to R. Nahman, ‘Has the Master seen the young
scholar who came from the West (Israel) and stated: The
question was raised in the West whether the second degrees of
licentiousness were forbidden as a preventive measure among
proselytes or not’”? — The other replied: Seeing that even in
respect of actual licentiousness, but for the fear that they
might be said to have exchanged a [religion of] stricter
for [one of] more easy-going sanctity, the Rabbis would
not have imposed upon them any preventive measures, is
there any question [that they should have done so in respect
of] the second degrees?
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12. Rambam Mamrim 5:11

A convert is forbidden to curse or to strike his gentile father or
to degrade him, so that people will not say: “They came
from a more severe level of holiness to a lesser level of
holiness, for this person degrades his father.” Instead, he
should offer him certain measures of honot.
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ITI. Torah Precedes Gentile’s Perceptions

A. Rejecting ways of Gentiles

13. Leviticus 18:1-5

The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say to
them: ‘I am the Lord your God. You must not do as they do in
Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as they do
in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you. Do not follow
their practices. You must obey my laws and be careful to
follow my decrees. I am the Lord your God. Keep my decrees
and laws, for the person who obeys them will live by them. I
am the Lord
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14. Leviticus Rabba Emor 32:5

R. Huna stated in the name of Bar Kappara: Israel were
redeemed from Egypt on account of four things: Because
they did not change their names, they did not change
their language, they did not go tale-bearing, and none of

them was found to have been licentious.
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15. Psalms 115:2

Not to us, Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory,
because of your love and faithfulness. Why do the nations
say, “Where is their God?” Our God is in heaven; he does

whatever pleases him.
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B. In the Face of Petrsecution

16. B. Bava Batra 60b

R. Ishmael ben Elisha said: Since the day of the destruction of
the Temple we should by rights bind ourselves not to eat meat
nor drink wine, only we do not lay a hardship on the
community unless the majority can endure it. And from the day

that a Government has come into power which issues cruel
decrees against us and forbids to us the observance of the

Torah and the precepts and does not allow us to enter into the
‘week of the son’ (according to another version, ‘the salvation
of the son’ —i.e. circumcision), we ought by rights to bind
ourselves not to marry and beget children, and the seed of
Abraham our father would come to an end of itself. However
let Israel go their wav: it is better that they should err in
ignorance than presumptuously.
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17. B. Sanhedrin 74a

R. Johanan said in the name of R. Simeon b. Jehozadak: By a
majority vote, it was resolved in the upper chambers of the
house of Nithza in Lydda [Town in South Israel] that in every
[other] law of the Torah, if a man is commanded: “Transgress
and suffer not death” he may transgress and not suffer death,
excepting idolatry, incest, [which includes adultery] and murder.
Now may not idolatry be practiced [in these circumstances]?
Has it not been taught: R. Ishmael said: whence do we know

that if a man was bidden, ‘Engage in idolatry and save your life’,
that he should do so, and not be slain? From the vetse, [Ye shall
therefore keep my statutes and my judgments,” which if a man
do] he shall live in them:(Lev. 18:5) but not die by them. I might
think that it may even be openly practiced. but Scripture

teaches, Neither shall ye profane my holy name; but I will be
hallowed?’ (Lev. 22:32) — They (Sages in Nitzah) ruled as R.

Eliezer. For it has been taught, R. Eliezer said: And thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul,
and with all thy might. (Deut. 6:5) Since ‘with all thy soul’ is
stated, why is ‘with all thy might’ stated? Or if ‘with all thy
might’ be written, why also write ‘with all thy soul’? For the
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man to whom life is more precious than wealth, ‘with all thy
soul’ is written; whilst he to whom wealth is more precious than
life is bidden, ‘with all thy might’ [i.e., substance].

18. B. Sanhedrin 74a

When R. Dimi came, he said: This was taught only if there is no
royal decree, but if there is a royal decree, one must incur
martyrdom rather than transgress even a minor precept. When
Ravin came, he said in R. Johanan’s name: Even without a royal
decree, it was only permitted in private; but in public one must
be martyred even for a minor precept rather than violate it.
What is meant by a ‘minor precept’? — Rava son of R. Isaac
said in Rav’s name: Even to change one’s shoe strap.
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19. B. Sanhedrin 74b

This [answer] concurs with Rava’s view expressed elsewhere.
For Rava said: If a Gentile said to a Jew. ‘Cut grass on the
Sabbath for the cattle, and if not I will slay thee’, he must rather
be killed than cut it; ‘Cut it and throw it into the tiver, he should
rather be slain than cut it. Why so? — Because his intention

is to force him to violate his religion.
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IV. Final Thought

20a. Morning Blessings of the Shema Sefard

And enlighten our eyes with your Torah, and make our hearts
cling to your commandments, and unite our hearts to love and
fear your name. So that we will not be embarrassed, and we
will not be ashamed, and not stumble forever.

20b. Morning Blessings of the Shema Ashkenaz

And enlighten our eyes in your Torah, and make our heart cling
to your commandments, and unite our hearts to love and fear
your name; and may we never be embarrassed ever.
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