Sacred Slogans

“70 Faces of the Torah” / “Eilu Va’eilu”

I. 70 Faces of Torah

A. Source

1. Numbers Rabba Nasso 13:15

SEVENTY SHEKELS, AFTER THE SHEKEL OF THE
SANCTUARY (Num. 7:19). Why? As the numerical value of
yayin (wine) is seventy, so there are seventy modes of
expounding the Torah.

Why does it say ONE in connection with the dish? It
symbolizes the Torah which must be one; as you read, One
Torah and one ordinance shall be... for you (Num.15:16).

Why does it say ONE in connection with the basin? Because the
words of the Written Law and those of the Oral Law were all
given by one Shepherd; one God communicated them all to
Moses on Sinai.
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B. “Revealing Faces”

2. M. Avot 3:11

Rabbi Elazar of Modi’in says: One who profanes the Kodeshim
(sacred material); one who desecrates the holidays; one who
whitens (embarrasses) the face of another in public; one who
nullifies the covenant of Abraham our father, peace be upon
him; one who reveals meanings (lit. “faces”) in the Torah
that run contrary to the law, even though he has Torah
knowledge and good deeds, he has no share in the world to
come.
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C. Incorrect Teachings

3. M. Avot 5:8

[The| sword comes to the world for the delay of justice, and for
the perversion of justice, and because of those who interpret the
Torah counter to the accepted law.
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4. M. Sanhedrin 11:2

A rebellious elder [who rebels] against [a ruling of] the court—as
it is written, (Deuteronomy 17:8) “If there arise a matter too hard
for thee in judgment, etc.” There were three courts there, one
sitting at the entrance of the Temple Mount, one sitting at the
entrance of the Temple Courtyard, and one sitting at the
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Chamber of Hewn Stone. They come to the one at the entrance
of the Temple Mount, and say, “Thus I have expounded and
thus have my fellows expounded”; “Thus I have taught and thus
have my fellows taught.” If they heard [the teaching], they tell
them. If not, they come to those at the entrance of the Temple
Courtyard, and say, “Thus I have expounded and thus have my
fellows expounded”; “Thus I have taught and thus have my
tellows taught.” If they heard [the teaching], they tell them. If
not, they all come to The Great Court in the Chamber of Hewn
Stone, from which Torah goes out to all of Israel, as it is says,
(Deuteronomy 17:10) “from that place which the Lord shall
choose.” [If] he returned to his city and taught again the way he
taught [previously], he is exempt. [But if] he ruled [for others] to
act [in accordance with his deviant teaching], he is liable, as it
says, (Deuteronomy 17:12) “and the man that doeth
presumptuously”: he is not liable until he rules [for others]| to act
[in accordance with his deviant teaching]. A student [of his] who
rules [for others] to act [in accordance with his teacher’s deviant
teaching] is exempt; it results that his stringency [that his is not
qualified to offer practical instruction] is his leniency [that he is
exempt from punishment].
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II. Eilu Va’Eilu Divrei Elokim Hayim / These and Those are the Words of the Living God

A. Midrash Aggadah / Homiletical Exegesis

5. B. Gittin 6b

R. Evyatar is the authority whose view was confirmed by his
Master, [in the following way]. Commenting on the text, And his
concubine played the harlot against him (Jud. 19:2), R. Evyatar
said that the Levite found a fly with her, and R. Jonathan said
that he found a hair on her. R. Evyatar soon afterwards came
across Elijah and said to him: ‘What is the Holy One, blessed be
He, doing?’ and he answered, ‘He is discussing the question of
the concubine in Gibea.” ‘What does He say?’ said Elijah: {He
says|, My son Evyatar says So-and-so, and my son Jonathan says
So-and-so,” Said R. Evyatar: ‘Can there possibly be uncertainty in
the mind of the Heavenly Oner” He replied: Both [answers]
are the word of the living God. He [the Levite] found a fly and
excused it, he found a hair and did not excuse it. R. Judah
explained: He found a fly in his food and a hair in loco
concubitus; the fly was merely disgusting, but the hair was
dangerous. Some say, he found both in his food; the fly was not
her fault, the hair was.
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B. Hillel vs. Shammai

Background on the Disputes

6. M. Avot 5:17

Every argument that is for [the sake of] heaven’s name, it is
destined to endure. But if it is not for [the sake of] heaven’s
name -- it is not destined to endure. What is [an example of an
argument] for [the sake of] heaven’s name? The argument of
Hillel and Shammai. What is [an example of an argument] not
for [the sake of] heaven’s name? The argument of Korach and
all of his congregation
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7. B. Sanhedrin 88b

From the time that the disciples of Shammai and Hillel grew
in number, and they were disciples who did not attend to their
masters to the requisite degree, dispute proliferated among the
Jewish people and the Torah became like two Torahs
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8. B. Yevamot 14b

Come and hear: Although Beth Shammai and Beth Hillel are
in disagreement on the questions of rivals, sisters, an old bill
of divorce, a doubtfully married woman, a woman whom her
husband had divorced and who stayed with him over the
night in an inn, money, valuables, a perutah and the value of a
perutah, Beth Shammai did not, nevertheless, abstain from
marrying women of the families of Beth Hillel, nor did Beth
Hillel refrain from marrying those of Beth Shammai. This is to
teach you that they shewed love and friendship towards one
another, thus putting into practice the Scriptural text, Love ye
truth and peace.
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9.Y. Shabbat 1:4 3¢

R. Joshua of Onayya taught, “The disciples of the House of
Shammai took positions down below and killed disciples of
the House of Hillel [before they went upstairs]” It has been
taught: Six of them went upstairs, and the rest of them took
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10. B. Eiruvin 13b a:) 1°299%y 933 .10

Rabbi Abba said that Shmuel said: For three vears Beit
Shammai and Beit Hillel disagreed. These said: The halakha is
in accordance with our opinion, and these said: The halakha is
in accordance with our opinion. Ultimately, a Divine Voice
emerged and proclaimed: Both these and those are the words
of the living God. However, the halakha is in accordance
with the opinion of Beit Hillel. The Gemara asks: Since
both these and those are the words of the living God, why
were Beit Hillel privileged to have the halakha established in
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accordance with their opinion? The reason is that they were
agreeable and forbearing, showing restraint when affronted,
and when they taught the halakha they would teach both their
own statements and the statements of Beit Shammai.
Moreover, when they formulated their teachings and cited a
dispute, they prioritized the statements of Beit Shammai to
their own statements, in deference to Beit Shammai.
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11. Y. Yevamot 1:6 3b
It was taught: A Divine Voice emanated and said, “These and

those are the words of the living God, but the law is always
like Beit Hillel.”
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Following Beit Shammai

12. Y. Yevamot 1:6 3b

But once the Divine Voice emanated, the law is always like
Beit Hillel. And whoever violates the words of Beit Hillel
is liable for death.
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13a. Deuteronomy 6:7
Teach them to your children. Talk about them when you sit at
home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down
and when you get up.

13b. M. Berachot 1:3

The school of Shammai says: In the evening all people should
recline and recite [Shema], and in the morning they should

stand, since it says [in the verse (Deut. 6:7)], “And when you
lie down and when you arise.” But the school of Hillel says:
Each person may recite it in his usual way (posture), since it
says (ibid.), “And when you walk on the road.” If so, why
does it say “and when you lie down and when you arise”? [It
means:] at the time when people are lying down, and at the
time when people are arising.

Said Rabbi Tarfon: “I was once traveling on the road, and I
reclined to recite [Shema] in accordance with the view of the
school of Shammai, and [by doing so| I put myself in danger
of [attack by] bandits.” They [the other Sages] said to him:
“You would have deserved to be guilty for your own fate,
since you went against the view of the school of Hillel.”

13c. Y. Berachot 1:4 3b

R. Ba [Abba] bar Kohen in the name of R. Judah ben Pazzi, “I
will prove to you that the words of the scribes are dearer than
the words of the Torah. For lo, if R. Tarfon [in the story] did
not recite [the Shema’ at all] at most he would have been liable

for neglecting to fulfill a positive commandment [of the Torah

for which there is no punishment]. But because he violated
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the words of the House of Hillel, [words of the scribes,]
he was liable to be put to death [at the hands of bandits],
in accord with [the principle,] “And a serpent will bite him
who breaks through a wall [i.e. one who violates a rabbinic

regulation]’” [Ecc 10:8].”

Intellectual Integrity

14. B. Eiruvin 6b-7a

The law is always in agreement with Beth Hillel, but he who
wishes to act in agreement with the ruling of Beth Shammai
may do so, and he who wishes to act according to the view of
Beth Hillel may do so; [he, however, who adopts] the more
lenient rulings of Beth Shammai and the more lenient
rulings of Beth Hillel is a wicked man, [while of the man
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who adopts]the restrictions of Beth Shammai and the

restrictions of Beth Hillel Scripture said: But the fool
walketh in darkness (Ecc. 2:14). A man should rather act
either in agreement with Beth Shammai both in their
lenient and their restrictive rulings or in agreement with
Beth Hillel in both their lenient and their restrictive

rulings.

Now is not this self-contradictory? You said: “The halachah is
always in agreement with Beth Hillel, and then you [proceed
to] say: ‘But he who wishes to act in agreement with the ruling
of Beth Shammai may do so’! This is no difficulty; the latter
statement [was made| before [the issue of] the Divine Voice
while the former [was made] after [the issue of] the Divine
Voice.

And if you prefer I might reply: Both the former and the latter
statements [were made] after [the issue of] the Divine Voice
[but the latter] represents [the view of] R. Joshua who does
recognize the authority of Divine Voice.

And if you prefer I might reply: It is this that was meant:
Whenever you come across two Tannas and two Amoras who
differ from one another in the manner of the disputes
between Beth Shammai and Beth Hillel, 2 man should not act
either in accordance with the lenient ruling of the one Master
and the lenient ruling of the other Master, nor in accordance
with the restriction of the one and the restriction of the other,
but either in accordance with the lenient and restrictive ruling
of the other or in accordance with the lenient and restrictive
ruling of the other.
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15. M. Eiduyot 1:4-6

Why are the opinions of Hillel and Shammai recorded [only]
to be nullified? To teach the generations that one should not
rely on their opinions, for the fathers of the world did not rely
on their opinions.

And why do we record the words of an individual among the
many, when the law is [according to] the words of the many?
Because if the court sees [fit] the words of the individual, it
may rely on them. But a court is not able to nullify the words
of a fellow court unless they are greater in wisdom and
number [than the fellow court]. If they are greater in wisdom
but not number, or in number but not in wisdom, they are not
able to nullify its words until they become greater in wisdom
and number.

Rabbi Yehudah said: “If so, why do we record the words of
an individual among the majority [only] to be nullified? For if
a person says “Thus I have received [the law],” another will

say to him “You heard it according to the words of So-and-
So.”
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