Current Jewish Questions

Flawed and Fallen Rabbis

I. Recent Examples

1. Baruch Lanner
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baruch T.anner

In 2000, an investigative series published in The Jewish Week alleged that Lanner had physically and sexually
abused young people for decades. Lanner resigned the day after it was published. The story, "Stolen
Innocence," later won an award for "meritorious journalism."

An investigation was conducted by the Orthodox Union (OU). The investigating committee, headed by then-
Hillel President Richard Joel, spent over $1 million interviewing more than 140 people and issued a 330-page
report detailing the abuse. The report alleged that Lanner had physically and emotionally abused dozens of
teenagers, including fondling girls and kneeing boys in the groin, and that the abuse had begun in 1970. As a
result of the report, the executive vice president of the OU, Rabbi Raphael Butler, resigned. He had been
criticized for failing to act on earlier complaints.

Lanner was convicted in 2002 of sexually abusing two teenage girls who attended the religious school where
he had been principal, and sentenced to seven years in prison. An appeals court dismissed one of the child
endangerment charges in 2005. He was released on parole on January 10, 2008, and will remain on parole for
four years.

2. Leib Tropper
http://nypost.com/2009/12/20/tal-mood-for-love-sex-tape-rabbi-tries-to-share-hottie

A prominent Orthodox rabbi has been caught on tape discussing his apparent love affair with a shiksa he was
converting to Judaism — whom he allegedly also pushed to have sex with his friends.

Rabbi Leib Tropper of Rockland County is heard encouraging pretty, blond Shannon Orand of Houston to
participate in phone sex and actual sex with men the rabbi knows, including one he calls "the Satmar guy."

Troppet, who calls the woman "darling" and "cutie pie," talks about his own love affair with her at one point,
saying: "I want to squeeze you."

He also fantasized about rape. "I could role-play a rape with you but I couldn't actually rape you — you know
what I'm saying, darling — does that make senser" he asks.

3. Motti Elon
http://www.jewishpress.com/news/breaking-news/guilty-rabbi-motti-elon-convicted-of-sexual-
assault/2013/08/07

Three years after the scandal exploded, shaking up the Religious Zionist movement, a magistrate court in
Jerusalem found Rabbi Motti Elon, scion of an exulted family of scholars and public servants, and himself a
charismatic teacher and leader, guilty of sexual assault on a minor.

The indictment against Rabbi Elon charged him with indecent assault and indecent assault against a minor
using his position as the victim's mentor.
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4. Michael Broyde
http://newsdesk.tjctv.com/2013/04/the-rabbi-behind-the-screen

A leading Orthodox rabbi and esteemed law professor appears to have created a fake professional identity
which he used to gain access to members-only correspondence of a rival rabbinic group and tout his own
work. The fake identity may also have been used to submit letters to scholarly journals.

Rabbi Hershel Goldwasser has been published in multiple scholarly journals and been a part of numerous
online dialogues with other Orthodox rabbis. But Goldwasser does not appear to be a real person. In
examining voter registration records, contacting rabbis in areas where he was said to have lived, and in
research by yeshiva archivists, no record of his existence has been found over the course of The Jewish
Channel's investigation. Yet the Goldwasser character's name and e-mail address have been used to publish
correspondence that frequently touts Broyde's work. The Goldwasser character has generated
correspondence over nearly 20 years. Going back to the early 1990s, the Goldwasser character has published
letters in such well-regarded journals of Jewish thought as Tradition and Conservative Judaism.

5. George Finkelstein and Macy Gordon
http://forward.com/articles /171993 /yeshiva-u-rabbi-george-finkelstein-acted-inappropr/?p=all

Rabbi George Finkelstein was quietly forced out of Yeshiva University High School for Boys in 1995 because
of inappropriate wrestling with students that some of them considered abusive....

Although former students of Y.U.'s high school long complained about Finkelstein's behavior to staff
members and administrators — both while he worked at the school and after he left — Y.U. appears never to
have reported the complaints to police. Nor did Y.U. open an investigation until December 2012, when the
Forward published allegations that Finkelstein and another former Y.U. staff member, Rabbi Macy Gordon,
had sexually, emotionally and physically abused students over decades. Finkelstein and Gordon deny the
abuse charges.

6. Barry Freundel
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/police-arrest-georgetown-rabbi-on-voyveurism-
charge/2014/10/14/15a73206-53cc-11¢4-809b-8cc0a295¢773 story.html

A prominent modern Orthodox rabbi at a Georgetown synagogue was arrested by D.C. police on Tuesday
morning and charged with voyeurism, according to a department spokeswoman.

Law enforcement authorities said the case involves a hidden camera but gave conflicting accounts of where
the alleged voyeurism took place. Both the synagogue bathroom and the mikvah, where ritual bathing takes
place, were mentioned.

http://newsdesk.tictv.com/2014/10/claim-freundel-innovated-practice-dunkine-to-record-candidates-for-

conversion/

The rabbi arrested Tuesday on charges of voyeurism was recording women in the ritual bath of his synagogue
going back to at least 2012, according to a woman who spoke with law enforcement Wednesday — in a
practice that appears to be widespread and particularly focused on candidates for conversion. In a multi-part
investigation conducted over more than a year by The Jewish Channel, at least six women told T]C of the
process they underwent for conversion training with Rabbi Barry Freundel, pointing to several anomalies in
his training methods — including an effort to get them alone in the ritual bath prior to conversion, in a
practice they referred to as "practice dunking."

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2014/10/15/d-c-rabbi-charged-with-voyeurism-took-cross-country-

trip-with-a-woman-other-than-his-wife.html
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Documents obtained by The Jewish Channel several months ago and reviewed The Daily Beast reveal that

Freundel was booked on a cross-country trip with a woman who was not his wife this year, which is
prohibited under Orthodox laws of yichud. It's not clear when they met or what the exact nature of their

relationship was.

7. Shlomo Carlebach
http://lilith.org/articles/rabbi-shlomo-carlebachs-shadow-side

Among the many people Lilith spoke with, nearly all had heard stories of Rabbi Carlebach's sexual

indiscretions during his more than four decade rabbinic career. Spiritual leaders, psychotherapists and others

report numerous incidents, from playful propositions to actual sexual contact. Most of the allegations include
middle-of-the-night, sexually charged phone calls and unwanted attention or propositions. Others, which

have been slower to emerge, relate to sexual molestation.

For secular examples see:
Johnson, Paul. Intellectuals. New York: Harper & Row, 1988.

I1. Managing Expectations

8. Ecclesiastes 7:20
For there is no one on earth who is righteous, who does only good
does not sin.
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9. Psalms 130:3
If you, Lotd, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand?
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ITI. Value of Truth Independent of its Source

10. Rambam Introduction to Shemoneh Perakim
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Further, I deem it fit to preface the commentary on the respective
laws proper by some useful chapters, from which the reader may
learn certain basic principles which may later serve as a key to what
I am going to say in the commentary. Know, however, that the
ideas presented in these chapters and in the following commentary
are not of my own invention; neither did I think out the
explanations contained therein, but I have gleaned them from the
wotds of the wise occurring in the Midrashim, in the Talmud, and
in other of their works, as well as from the wotds of the
philosophers, ancient and recent, and also from the works of
various authors, as one should accept the truth from whatever
source it proceeds.
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IV. Personality of a Halakhically Competent Teacher

11a. M. Avot 2:5

He [Hillel] would also say: A boor cannot be sin-fearing, an
ignoramus cannot be pious, a bashful one cannot learn, a short-
tempered person cannot teach. ..
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11b. B. Eiruvin 54b

R. Akiva stated: Whence is it deduced that a man must go on
teaching his pupil until he has mastered the subject? From Scripture
where it says: And teach thou it to the children of Israel. And
whence is it deduced that it must be taught until the students are
well versed in it? From Scripture where it says. Put it in their
mouths. And whence is it inferred that it is also his duty to explain
to him the reasons? It has been said: Now these are the ordinances
which thou shalt put before

them.
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12a. B. Bava Batra 21a

R. Samuel b. Shilath: When you punish a pupil, only hit him with a
shoe latchet. The attentive one will read [of himself] and if one is
inattentive put him next to a diligent one.

12b. Rambam Talmud Torah 2:2

A teacher may employ corporal punishment to cast fear upon [the
students]. However, he should not beat them cruelly, like an enemy.
Therefore, he should not beat them with a rod or a staff, but rather
with a small strap.
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V. The Lessons from Elisha Ben Avuyah / Acher

13. B. Haggigahl15b

Aher's daughter [once] came before Rabbi and said to him: O
master, support me! He asked her: "Whose daughter art thou?' She
replied: I am Aher's daughter. Said he: Are any of his children left in
the world? Behold it is written: He shall have neither son not son's
son among his people, nor any remaining in his dwellings. She
answered: Remember his Torah and not his deeds. Forthwith, a fire
came down and enveloped Rabbi's bench. [Thereupon] Rabbi wept
and said: If it be so on account of those who dishonor her, how
much more so on account of those who honor her!

But how did R. Meir learn Torah at the mouth of Aher? Behold
Rabbah b. Bar Hana said that R. Johanan said: What is the meaning
of the verse, For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they
should seek the Law at his mouth; for he is the messenger of the
Lord of hosts? [This means that] if the teacher is like an angel of the
Lotd of hosts, they should seek the I.aw at his mouth, but if not,
they should not seek the Law at his mouth! — Resh Lakish
answered: R. Meir found a verse and expounded it [as follows]:
Incline thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thy heart
unto my knowledge. It does not say, 'unto their knowledge', but
'unto my knowledge'. R. Hanina said, [he decided it] from here:
Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also
thine own people, and thy fathet's house etc. The verses contradict
one another! There is no contradiction: in the one case Scripture
refers to an adult, in the other to a child (An adult, unlike a child, can
use discrimination, and avoid the teachet's wrongdoing; hence the
last two verses permit him to learn even from a heretic).
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When R. Dimi came [to Babylon] he said: In the West, they say: R.
Meir ate the date and threw the kernel away. Rava expounded: What
is the meaning of the verse: I went down to the garden of nuts, to
look at the green plants of the valley etc.? Why are the scholars
likened to the nut? To tell you that just as [in the case of] the nut,
though it be spoiled with mud and filth, yet are its contents not
contemned, so [in the case of] a scholar, although he may have
sinned, vet is his Torah not contemned.

Rabbah b. Shila [once] met Elijah. He said to him: What is the Holy
One, blessed be He, doing? He answered: He utters traditions in the
name of all the Rabbis, but in the name of R. Meir he does not utter.
Rabbah asked him, Why? — Because he learnt traditions at the
mouth of Aher. Said [Rabbah] to him: But why? R. Meir found a
pomegranate; he ate [the fruit] within it, and the peel he threw away!
He answered: Now He says: Meir my son says: When a man suffers,
to what expression does the Shechinah give utterance? "My head is
heavy, my arm is heavy'. If the Holy One, blessed be He, is thus
grieved over the blood of the wicked, how much more so over the
blood of the righteous that is shed.
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VI. Replacing a Teacher

14. B. Ta'anit 24a

Abin had |already] stated this? [The former]| retorted: I am R. Jose b.
Abin. Thereupon R. Ashi enquired: Did you not frequent the
discourses of R. Jose of Yokereth? He replied: Yes. R. Ashi then

asked him: Why did you leave him, Sir, and come here? He replied:

How could the man who showed no mercy to his son and daughter
show mercy to me?

What happened to his son? Once R. Jose had day-laborers [working]
in the field; night set in and no food was brought to them and they
said to his son, 'We are hungty'. Now they were resting under a fig
tree and he exclaimed: Fig tree, fig tree, bring forth thy fruit that my
father's laborers may eat. It brought forth fruit and they ate.
Meanwhile the father came and said to them, Do not bear a
grievance against me; the reason for my delay is because I have been
occupied up till now on an errand of charity. The laborers replied,
May God satisty you even as your son has satistied us. Whereupon
he asked: Whence? And they told him what had happened.
Thereupon he said to his son: My son, you have troubled your
Creator to cause the fig tree to bring forth its fruits before its time,
may you too be taken hence before your time!

What happened to his daughter? He had a beautiful daughter. One
day he saw a man boring a hole in the fence so that he might catch a

Thereupon R. Jose b. Abin asked him: Why does not the Master add,
'and between the fins'? He replied : Are you not aware that R. Jose b.
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glimpse of her. He said to the man, What is [the meaning of] this?
And the man answered: Master, if I am not worthy enough to marry
her, may I not at least be worthy to catch a glimpse of her?
Thereupon he exclaimed: My daughter, you are a soutce of trouble
to mankind; return to the dust so that men may not sin because of
you.
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15. B. Bava Batra 21a

Rava also said: If we have a teacher who gets on with the children
and there is another who can get on better, we do not replace the
first by the second, for fear that the second when appointed will
become indolent.[Soncino — having no competition to fear] R. Dimi
from Nehardea, however, held that he would exert himself still more
if appointed: 'the jealousy of scribes increaseth wisdom.'
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16a. Shulhan Aruch Y.D. 245:18
If there is already a teacher of children, and someone who comes
along who is better than he is, we replace the first with the second.

16b. Shulhan Aruch Y.D. 246:8

A Rabbi who does not walk in the proper path, even if he is a wise
sage and the entire nation needs him, we do not learn from him until
he returns to good.
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