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Dreams

B. Berachot 56b-57b

Ben Dama, the son of R. Ishmael's sister, asked R.
Ishmael: I dreamt that both my jaws fell out; [what does it
mean|? — He replied to him: Two Roman counsellors2
have made a plot against you, but they have died.

Bar Kappara said to Rabbi: I dreamt that my nose fell off.
He replied to him: Fierce anger has been removed from
you. He said to him: I dreamt that both my hands were
cut off. He replied: You will not require the labor of your
hands. He said to him: I dreamt that both my legs were
cut off. He replied: You will ride on horseback.1 dreamt
that they said to me: You will die in Adar and not see
Nisan. He replied: You will die in all honor [adrutha], and
not be brought into temptation [nisayon].

A certain Min said to R. Ishmael: I saw myself [in a dream]
pouring oil on olives. He replied: [This man] has outraged
his mother. He said to him: I dreamt I plucked a star. He
replied: You have stolen an Israelite. He said to him: I
dreamt that I swallowed the star. He replied: You have
sold an Israelite and consumed the proceeds. He said to
him: I dreamt that my eyes were kissing one another. He
replied: (This man| has outraged his sister. He said to him:
I dreamt that I kissed the moon. He replied: He has
outraged the wife of an Israelite. He said to him: I dreamt
that I was walking in the shade of a myrtle. He replied: He
has outraged a betrothed damsel. He said to him: I dreamt
that there was a shade above me, and yet it was beneath
me. He replied: It means unnatural intercourse. He said to
him: I saw ravens keep on coming to my bed. He replied:
Your wife has misconducted herself with many men. He
said to him: I saw pigeons keep on coming to my bed. He
replied: You have defiled many women. He said to him: I
dreamt that I took two doves and they flew away. He
replied: You have married two wives and dismissed them
without a bill of divorce. He said to him: I dreamt that I
was shelling eggs. He replied: You have been stripping the
dead. He then said to him: You are right in all of these,
except the last, of which I am not guilty. Just then a
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woman came and said to him: This cloak which you are
wearing belonged to So-and-so who is dead, and you have
stripped it from him. He said to him: I dreamt that people
told me: Your father has left you money in Cappadocia.
He said to him: Have you money in Cappadocia? No, he
replied. Did your father ever go to Cappadocia? No. In
that case, he said, kappa means a beam and dika means
ten. Go and examine the beam which is at the head of ten,
for it is full of coins. He went, and found it full of coins.

R. Hanina said: If one sees a well in a dream, he will
behold peace, since it says: And Isaac's servants digged in
the valley, and found there a well of living water. R.
Nathan said: He will find Torah, since it says, Whoso
findeth me findeth life and it is written here, a well of
living water. Rava said: It means life literally.

Rav Hanan said: There are three (kinds of dreams which
signify] peace, namely, about a river, a bird, and a pot. ‘A
river’for it is written: Behold I will extend peace to her
like a river. ‘A bird’, for it is written: As birds hovering so
will the Lord of Hosts protect Jerusalem. ‘A Pot’ for it is
written, Lord, thou wilt establish peace for us. Said R.
Hanina: But this has been said of a pot in which there is
no meat, [for it says]: They chop them in pieces, as that
which is in the pot and as flesh within the cauldron.

R. Joshua b. Levi said: If one sees a river in his
dreams, he should rise early and say: Behold I will extend
peace to her like a river, before another verse occurs to
him, viz., for distress will come in like a river. If one
dreams of a bird he should rise eatly and say: As birds
hovering, so will the Lord of Hosts protect, before
another verse occurs to him, viz., As a bird that wandereth
from her nest, so is a man that wandereth from his place.
If one sees a pot in his dreams, he should rise early and
say, Lord thou will establish [tishpoth] peace for us,
before another verse occurs to him, viz., Set [shefoth] on
the pot, set it on. If one sees grapes in his dream, he
should rise early and say: I found Israel like grapes in the
wilderness, before another verse occurs to him, viz., their
grapes are grapes of gall. If one dreams of a mountain, he
should rise early and say: How beautiful upon the
mountains are the feet of the messenger of good tidings,
before another verse occurs to him, viz.,for the mountains
will I take up a weeping and wailing. If one dreams of a
horn he should rise early and say: And it shall come to
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pass in that day that a great horn shall be blown, before
another verse occurs to him, viz., Blow ye the horn of
Gibeah. If one sees a dog in his dream, he should rise
early and say: But against any of the children of Israel shall
not a dog whet his tongue, before another verse occurs to
him, viz., Yea, the dogs are greedy. If one sees a lion in his
dream he should rise early and say: The lion hath roared,
who will not fear? before another verse occurs to him,
viz., A lion is gone up from his thicket. If one dreams of
shaving, he should rise early and say: And Joseph shaved
himself and changed his raiment, before another verse
occurs to him, viz., If I be shaven, then my strength will
go from me. If one sees a well in his dream, he should rise
early and say: A well of living waters, before another verse
occurs to him, viz., As a cistern welleth with her waters, so
she welleth with her wickedness. If one sees a reed, he
should rise early and say, A bruised reed shall he not
break, before another verse occurs to him, viz., Behold
thou trusteth upon the staff of this bruised reed.

Our Rabbis taught: If one sees a reed [kaneh] in a dream,
he may hope for wisdom, for it says: Get [keneh] wisdom.
If he sees several reeds, he may hope for understanding,
since it says: With all thy getting [kinyaneka] get
understanding. R. Zera said: A pumpkin [kara], a palm-
heart [kora] wax [kira], and a reed [kanya] are all
auspicious in a dream. It has been taught: Pumpkins are
shown in a dream only to one who fears heaven with all
his might. If one sees an ox in a dream, he should rise
early and say: His firstling bullock, majesty is his, before

another verse occurs to him, viz., If an ox gore a man.

Our Rabbis taught: There are five sayings in connection
with an ox in a dream. If one [dreams that he] eats of its
flesh, he will become rich; if that an ox has gored him, he
will have sons who will contend together in the study of
the Torah; if that an ox bit him, sufferings will come upon
him; if that it kicked him, he will have to go on a long
journey; if that he rode upon one, he will rise to greatness.
But it has been taught: If he dreamt that he rode upon
one, he will die? — There is no contradiction. In the one
case the dream is that he rides on the ox, in the other that
the ox rode upon him.

If one sees an ass in a dream, he may hope for salvation,
as it says, Behold thy king cometh unto thee; he is
triumphant and victorious, lowly and riding upon an ass.
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If one sees a cat in a dream, if in a place where they call it
shunara, a beautiful song [shirah na'ah] will be composed
for him; if in a place where they call it shinra, he will
undergo a change for the worse [shinnui ra’]. If one sees
grapes in a dream, if they are white, whether in their
season or not in their season, they are a good sign; if
black, in their season they are a good sign, not in their
season a bad sign. If one sees a white horse in a dream,
whether walking gently or galloping, it is a good sign, if a
red horse, if walking gently it is a good sign, if galloping it
is a bad sign. If one sees Ishmael in a dream, his prayer
will be heard. And it must be Ishmael, the son of
Abraham, but not an ordinary Arab. If one sees a camel in
a dream, death has been decreed for him from heaven and
he has been delivered from it. R. Hama b. Hanina said:
What is the Scriptural text for this? — I will go down with
thee into Egypt, and I will also surely bring thee up again.
R. Nahman b. Isaac derives it from here: The Lord also
hath put away thy sin, thou shalt not die. If one sees
Phineas in a dream, a miracle will be wrought for him. If
one sees an elephant [pil] in a dream, wonders [pela'oth]
will be wrought for him; if several elephants, wonders of
wonders will be wrought for him. But it has been taught:
All kinds of beasts are of good omen in a dream except
the elephant and the ape? — There is no contradiction.
The elephants are of good omen if saddled, of bad omen
if not saddled. If one sees the name Huna in a dream, a
miracle will be wrought for him. If one sees the name
Hanina, Hananiah or Jonathan, miracles will be wrought
for him. If one dreams of a funeral oration [hesped] mercy
will be vouchsafed to him from heaven and he will be
redeemed.4 This is only if he sees the word in writing. If
one [in a dream]| answers, ‘May His great name be
blessed’, he may be assured that he has a share in the
future world. If one dreams that he is reciting the Shema’,
he is worthy that the Divine presence should rest upon
him, only his generation is not deserving enough. If one
dreams he is putting on tefillin, he may look forward to
greatness, for it says: And all the peoples of the earth shall
see that the name of the Lord is called upon thee, and they
shall fear thee; and it has been taught: R. Eliezer the Great
says: This refers to the tefillin of the head. If one dreams
he is praying, it is a good sign, for him, provided he does
not complete the prayer.

If one dreams that he has intercourse with his mother, he
may expect to obtain understanding, since it says, Yea,
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thou wilt call understanding ‘mother’. If one dreams he
has intercourse with a betrothed maiden, he may expect to
obtain knowledge of Torah, since it says, Moses
commanded us a law [Torah], an inheritance of the
congregation of Jacob. Read not morashah [inheritance],
but me'orasah [betrothed]. If one dreams he has had
intercourse with his sister, he may expect to obtain
wisdom, since it says, Say to wisdom, thou art my sister. If
one dreams he has intercourse with a married woman, he
can be confident that he is destined for the future world,
provided, that is, that he does not know her and did not
think of her in the evening.

R. Hiyya b. Abba said: If one sees wheat in a dream, he
will see peace, as it says: He maketh thy borders peace; He
giveth thee in plenty the fat of wheat. If one sees batley in
a dream, his iniquities will depart, as it says: Thine iniquity
is taken away, and thy sin expiated. R. Zera said: I did not
go up from Babylon to the Land of Israel until I saw
batley in a dream. If one sees in a dream a vine laden with
fruit, his wife will not have a miscarriage, since it says, thy
wife shall be as a fruitful vine. If one sees a choice vine, he
may look forward to seeing the Messiah, since it says,
Binding his foal unto the vine and his ass's colt unto the
choice vine. If one sees a fig tree in a dream, his learning
will be preserved within him, as it says: Whoso keepeth
the fig tree shall eat the fruit thereof. If one sees
pomegranates in a dream, if they are little ones, his
business will be fruitful like a pomegranate; if big ones, his
business will increase like a pomegranate. If they are split
open, if he is a scholar, he may hope to learn more Torah ,
as it says: I would cause thee to drink of spiced wine, of
the juice of my pomegranate; if he is unlearned, he may
hope to perform precepts, as it says: Thy temples are like a
pomegranate split open. What is meant by “Thy temples’
[rakothek]? — Even the illiterate [rekanim] among thee
are full of precepts like a pomegranate. If one sees olives
in a dream, if they are little ones his business will go on
fructifying and increasing like an olive. This is if he sees
the fruit; but if he sees the tree he will have many sons, as
it says: Thy children like olive plants, round about thy
table. Some say that if one sees an olive in his dream he
will acquire a good name, as it says , The Lord called thy
name a leafy olive-tree, fair and goodly fruit. If one sees
olive oil in a dream, he may hope for the light of the
Torah, as it says, That they bring unto thee pure olive oil
beaten for the light. If one sees palm-trees in a dream his
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iniquities will come to an end, as it says, The punishment
of thine iniquity is accomplished, O daughter of Zion.

R. Joseph said: If one sees a goat in a dream, he will have
a blessed year; if several goats, several blessed years, as it
says: And there will be goat's milk enough for thy food. If
one sees myrtle in his dream, he will have good luck with
his property, and if he has no property he will inherit
some from elsewhere. ‘Ulla said — according to others, it
was taught in a Baraitha: this is only if he sees myrtle on
its stem. If one sees citron [hadar]| in his dream, he is
honored [hadur] in the sight of his Maker, since it says:
The fruit of citrons, branches of palm-trees. If one sees a
palm branch in a dream, he is single-hearted in devotion
to his Father in Heaven. If one sees a goose in a dream, he
may hope for wisdom, since it says: Wisdom crieth aloud
it, the street; and he who dreams of being with one will
become head of an academy. R. Ashi said: I saw one and
was with one, and I was elevated to a high position. If one
sees a cock in a dream he may expect a male child; if
several cocks, several sons; if a hen, a fine garden and
rejoicing. If one sees eggs in a dream, his petition remains
in suspense; if they are broken his petition will be granted.
The same with nuts and cucumbers and all vessels of glass
and all breakable things like these.

If one dreams that he enters a large town, his desire will
be fulfilled, as it says, And He led them unto their desired
haven. If one dreams that he is shaving his head, it is a
good sign for him; if his head and his beard, for him and
for all his family. If one dreams that he is sitting in a small
boat, he will acquire a good name; if in a large boat, both
he and all his family will acquire one; but this is only if it is
on the high sea. If one dreams that he is easing himself, it
is a good omen for him, as it is said, He that is bent down
shall speedily be loosed, but this is only if he did not wipe
himself [in his dream]. If one dreams that he goes up to a
roof, he will attain a high position; if that he goes down,
he will be degraded. Abaye and Raba, however, both say
that once he has attained a high position he will remain
there. If one dreams he is tearing his garments, his evil
decree will be rent. If one dreams that he is standing
naked, if in Babylon he will remain sinless, if in the Land
of Israel he will be bare of pious deeds. If one dreams that
he has been arrested by the police, protection will be
offered him; if that he has been placed in neck-chains,
additional protection will be afforded him. This is only [if

NN TRV /N RIP IND 29
NN NAYY - DIVNA MY Y
+V9 MNY+ NNV, NN
NN TY Y OV PONINPN
,PMINY NN - YN DINN
N2 THY ON +T NN+ IMNIVY
Y NN GO 27 N PN
DNy 19 NOHANN MY - DN
NIV I MOIANND DNV -
ONY AONOTY +372 0WUN+

- DN DTN NN TINDD
Y PR ONY D PHOYYNN PO
DIPNN I NOAN DYV - DI
N2 20N, XY NN INN
NINT NI : NIN XNMHNNI

- DYNA MNINN AN IO
NI NP 2D NI NTN
N9 TN NY 29+ NI+
- YN 290 XN ,DXINN
PAND TAN 2D NON D PN

- DN INN NN DMWY
YHUN+ NIV ,NOND NANd
NI .1 YIN2 MNON +'X
29 N N YR NN - DY
,TYYHONNAY TN N OUN
519N NN N9 PPHD
,79% 325 NaNy - DYN2

,D>19% D20 NAY - DYMIIN
N NN NN - NOININ
- DIYPNA DX NN NI
YY) - 172N INYPIA 7ON
19),071NN 1D INWPA
19Y,1°219% Y93 3 19) ,0ONIWVP
JOND DMaVIN YO

,PNAN YD IWY) - TI9D DN
DN +3'P DONN+ NNV
W NDIND .DXON 1IND IN
IWNI 1D N NP0 - DN
WP INNAYN 59110 - NP
NXY 20 DY - MVP NI
9959119 - NOYTY NIV Y
OTAT - 2973 MM INNAWN
N9 YO0 - OIVN MAN INDT
D R IPYYI+ NIV D
NDT -9 )M ,NNANY NYN
N2 - DIYNA N NN .NIP
AN TV - TV N0V
2ININ MININT XA AN
PTIAYNPN .NDY - DYV D
APT AN DYNP - DN

- 9222 ,09N2 OYIY TN

- DINIW YIND ,ROUN XD 7O

Current Jewish Questions: Segulot, Simmanim, and Superstition pt. 3
www.JoshYuter.com




he dreams| of neck-chains, not a mere rope. If one dreams
that he walks into a marsh, he will become the head of an
academy; if into a forest he will become the head of the
collegiates.

R. Papa and R. Huna the son of Joshua both had dreams.
R. Papa dreamt that he went into a marsh and he became
head of an academy. R. Huna the son of R. Joshua dreamt
that he went into a forest and he became head of the
collegiates. Some say that both dreamt they went into a
marsh, but R. Papa who was carrying a drum became head
of the academy, while R. Huna the son of R. Joshua who
did not carry a drum became only the head of the
collegiates. R. Ashi said: I dreamt that I went into a marsh
and carried a drum and made a loud noise with it.

A Tanna recited in the presence of R. Nahman b. Isaac: If
one dreams that he is undergoing blood-letting, his
iniquities are forgiven. But it has been taught: His
iniquities are recounted? — What is meant by recounted?
Recounted so as to be forgiven.

A Tanna recited in the presence of R. Shesheth: If one
sees a serpent in a dream, it means that his living is
assured; if it bites him it will be doubled; if he kills it he
will lose his living. R. Shesheth said to him: [In this case]
all the more will his living be doubled! This is not so,
however; R. Shesheth [explained thus] because he saw a
serpent in his dream and killed it.

A Tanna recited in the presence of R. Johanan: All kinds
of drinks are a good sign in a dream except wine;
sometimes one may drink it and it turns out well and
sometimes one may drink it and it turns out ill.
‘Sometimes one may drink it and it turns out well’, as it
says: Wine that maketh glad the heart of man’. ‘Sometimes
one may drink it and it turns out ill’, as it says: Give strong
drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto the
bitter in soul.” Said R. Johanan unto the Tanna: Teach that
for a scholar it is always good, as it says: Come eat of my
bread and drink of the wine which I have mingled.

R. Johanan said: If at the moment of rising a text occurs
to one, this is a minor kind of prophecy.

Our Rabbis taught there are three kings [who are
important for dreams]|. If one sees David in a dream, he
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may hope for piety; if Solomon, he may hope for wisdom;
if Ahab, let him fear for punishment. There are three
prophets [of significance for dreams]. If one sees the
Book of Kings, he may look forward to greatness; if
Ezekiel, he may look forward to wisdom; if Isaiah he may
look forward to consolation; if Jeremiah, let him fear for
punishment. There are three larger books of the
Hagiographa [which are significant for dreams]. If one
sees the Book of Psalms, he may hope for piety; if the
Book of Proverbs, he may hope for wisdom; if the Book
of Job, let him fear for punishment. There are three
smaller books of the Hagiographa [significant for dreams].
If one sees the Songs of Songs in a dream, he may hope
for piety;1 if Ecclesiastes, he may hope for wisdom; if
Lamentations, let him fear for punishment; and one who
sees the Scroll of Esther will have a miracle wrought for
him. There are three Sages [significant for dreams]. If one
sees Rabbi in a dream, he may hope for wisdom; if
Eleazar b. Azariah, he may hope for riches; if R. Ishmael
b. Elisha, let him fear for punishment. There are three
disciples [significant for dreams]. If one sees Ben ‘Azzai in
a dream, he may hope for piety; if Ben Zoma, he may
hope for wisdom; if Aher, let him fear for punishment.

All kinds of beasts are a good sign in a dream, except the
elephant, the monkey and the long-tailed ape. But a
Master has said: If one sees an elephant in a dream, a
miracle will be wrought for him?6 — There is no
contradiction; in the latter case it is saddled, in the former
case it is not saddled. All kinds of metal implements are a
good sign in a dream, except a hoe, a mattock, and a
hatchet; but this is only if they are seen in their hafts. All
kinds of fruit are a good sign in a dream, except untipe
dates. All kinds of vegetables are a good sign in a dream,
except turnip-tops. But did not Rav say: I did not become
rich until I dreamt of turnip-tops? — When he saw them,
it was on their stems. All kinds of colours are a good sign
in a dream, except blue. All kinds of birds are a good sign
in a dream, except the owl, the horned owl and the bat.
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