Current Jewish Questions
Electricity in Jewish Law 2
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1. B. Beitza 23a

Rabba and R. Joseph both say: It is forbidden to invert
a box [of aromatics] on garments]. And why is [this
case] different from [the Baraitha]: One may rub it
[aromatic wood] and smell it and one may nip off a bit
of it and smell it? — There the fragrance is indeed
present and one only increases the smell, [whilst] here
he produces a fragrance [in the garments].
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2. Rashi B. Beitza 23a

"As if he creates a scent" — That it enters the clothing,
since beforehand it had no aroma and creating
something new is like performing a distinct biblically
prohibited act.
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3. Minhat Shlomo 1:11

[One may argue] that there is no prohibition of
"molid" because it does not seem to at all that one is
creating a new item since its designed as for this
purpose and its normal use is that sometimes standing
other times flowing. Also regarding a clock there is
no mention of a prohibition of "molid."
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II. Boneh / Building / Completing Action

4. Tzitz Eliezer 19:15

And here regarding the lighting electric lights — that it
is prohibited because of building, and extinguishing
would be prohibited because of destroying — this is an
innovation from the study hall of the Gaon Hazon Ish
of blessed memory. However, all of the great decisors
who preceded him who ruled on this matter never
considered at all the theory that there is any issue of
building or destroying. [Rather| they only ruled in the
context of if it is an issue of igniting or extinguishing a
fire and because of this many argued that this sort of
lightly is only a rabbinic prohibition.
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5. Rambam Shabbat 23:4

Any action which completes an action/process is
prohibited because of "hitting with a hammer." And
because of this prohibition, whomever pulls at all or
fixes a vessel violates Shabbat (biblically).
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6. Minhat Shlomo 1:11

And it is a good rebuttal to argue that since [the circuit]
was made to be constantly be opened and closed, how
is it possible to consider it to be "building" at the time
when there is no current in the wires when he has not
done [created] anything?

III.  Fire

When a pair of contacts are badly designed, the contacts themselves are visible, or the switch
is overloaded in relation to its design then there ate two kinds of "sparks" which may be
seen. On closure, a few sparks like those from a flint-and-steel may appear as a tiny bit of
metal is heated to incandescence, melted, and thrown off. On opening, a bluish arc may
occur with a detectable "electrical" (ozone) smell; afterwards the contacts may be seen to be
darkened and pitted. Damaged contacts have higher resistance, rendering them more
vulnerable to further damage and causing a vicious circle in which the contacts soon fail
completely.

To make a switch safe, durable, and reliable, it must be designed so that the contacts are held
firmly together under positive force when the switch is closed. It should be designed so that
regardless of how the person operating the switch manipulates it, the contacts always close
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or open quickly. Despite this, a switch should not be held between its two positions (on or

off); this is especially true on older mechanisms.'

IV. None of the Above

7. Minhat Shlomo 1:9-10

It is clear to me that according to my opinion it seems that
one has not done any violation of igniting or extinguishing,
rather whomever connects a telephone with electricity
does not violate Shabbat or Yom Tov because of "hitting a
hammer" or because of "molid."

However I think that the majority of the people do not
know at all to understand this and may mistake based on
what I have written to say that it is permissible to turn on
and off lights — and therefore even according to our
reasoning we only permit [the use of electricity] where
there is a great need.

It seems to me that there is no prohibition to use electric
current on Shabbat except when the end result that will be
done by the electricity is prohibited e.g. cooking or lighting
fire and the like.
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1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light switch
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