Introduction of Eiruvin
Part 2: Building an Eiruv

I. Mastering Your Domains

There are four domains regarding Shabbat:

1. Reshut Harabbim (Public Domain)

a. Road at least 16 amot wide (28
feet) (Shabbat 99a)
No roof

c. Fewer than 3 walls

d. (* 600,000 People - not
Rambam's opinion)

2. Reshut Hayahid (Private Domain):

a. Area of 4x4 tefachim

b. Surrounded by walls / divisions
of 10 tefachim in height (40
inches)

3. Karmalit: Does not meet criteria of
either Reshut Harabbim or Reshhut
Hayahid

a. Does not have road cutting
through it.

b. Does not have surrounding
walls

4. Makom Petur: Area fewer than 4x4
tefachim, higher than 3 tefachim from
the ground.

See B. Shabbat 6a
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2. B. Shabbat 6a

Courtyards for many, and alleys which are
not open — if there was an "eruv" it is
permitted [to carry], without an eruv it is
forbidden to carry.
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I1. Mind the Gap

3. Shulhan Aruch O.C. 363:1

If an area has 3 walls, the sages forbade
carrying in until some "correction" has been
made to the fourth

Three types of "corrections:"

1. Lechi >n> — Vertical Post

2. Korah N7 — Horizontal Post
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3. Tzurat Hapetach nnon NN — Image
of a doorframe.

4. Shulhan Aruch 364:1

An alley which is open on two sides to a
public domain or one side towards a
karmalit (Ramo: or two sides which open
towards a karmalit) requires a tzurat
hapetach on one end (towards the public
domain) and a lechi or korah on the other.
But if one side opens to a public domain an
the second opens to a courtyard not
included in the eruv, then you only need a
lechi or korah at either enterance. (Ramo:
this assumes that the physical conditions
are met for allowing a lechi or korah [e.g.
the gap cannot be more than 10 amot

wide]).
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II1I. Reshut Harabbim, Eiruvin, and 600,000

5. Shulhan Aruch O.C. 364:2

A public domain itself is not permitted [to
make an eruv in it] except by doors which
are locked at night. And some say that
these doors do not actually need to be
locked, but rather only that they cox/d be
locked. For example if the doors were
buried in dirt such that they could be fixed
and able to be locked and after this "fixing"
is done with these doors, the entire area is
considered one courtyard (hatzer) and does
not need any further modifications.
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6. Shulhan Aruch O.C. 345:7

What is a public domain? Roads or
marketplaces which are 16 amot wide,
which are uncovered, and are not walled.
And even if there is a wall, if they are open
from gate to gate, (and the doors do not
lock and night) it is a public domain. And
there are those who say that any place
which does not have 600,000 people
passing by through it every day is not a
public domain.
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7. Shulhan Aruch O.C 303:18

Whatever the sages forbade to carry in a
public domain, they also forbade to carry in
a courtyard which lacks an eruv, with the
exception of a tied hai net or a wig are
weaves between the strands of hair. And
there are those who say that they are all
prohibited, even to decorate oneself in the
house, and certainly to go out in a courtyard
which lacks an eruv, with the exception of
the hairnet and wig. And there are those
who say that it all is permitted in a
courtyard without an eruv, for behold our
women have the custom to go out in all
sorts of their adornments. And there are
those who say that according to the letter of
the law they are forbidden, but since they
will not listen, better they sin in error than
sin intentionally. And there are those who
give them the benefit of the doubt, saying
that they are following the rule which I
have written that it is not permitted to go
out with adornments to a courtyard without
an eruv, but now in our times when there is
no authentic public domain such that all of
our public domains are now a karmnalit, the
entire law is like a courtyard without an
eruv and it is permitted.

(See Ramo, Tosafot Shabbat 57a s.v. Bameh
Isha for example of changing times,
changing laws).
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8. B. Shabbat 6b

The Master said: “That is [absolute] public
ground. What does this exclude? — It
excludes R. Judah's other [ruling]. For we
learnt: R. Judah said: If the public
thoroughfare interposes between them, it
must be removed to the side; but the Sages
maintain: It is unnecessary. And why is it
called ‘absolute?”” — Because the first clause
states ‘absolute’, the second does likewise.
Now, let the desert too be enumerated, for
it was taught: What is public ground? A
high-road, a great open space, open alleys
and the desert?-Said Abave, There is no
difficulty: The latter means when the
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Israelites dwelt in the desert; the former
refers to our own days

9. Rashi Eiruvin 59a sv Ir

"A city of individuals" — This refers to a city
that did not have 600,000 people
continuously in the area, and it is not
considered a public domain because it is not
similar to the tribes [literally 'flags'] in the
desert.

N NNY VI 97 192199 NN 7YY .9

DOVY NN N2 PDID) PN ROY - TN DY DY
,D229N0 MY XDWN KDY ,DTN 72 DY XI11)
2T OYNTY NONT NOT

opinions of Rishonim in all of Halachah!

10. Rabbi Chaim Jachter — Gray Matter Vol 1 p. 169

A major problem with the opinion requiring 600,000 people for a reshut harabbim is that the
Gemara (Shabbat 6a) describes at length what constitutes a reshut harabbim, without any
explicit mention of requiring 600,000 people. Surely, the Gemara would not omit such a
critical part of defining a reshut harabim. Rav Aharon Lichtenstein has told this author that
he believes the opinion of Rashi and the Behag is among the most singularly difficult

4. The Problem with "String Theory"

11. Rambam Laws of Shabbat 16:16

Any wall which has more open than
standing is not a valid wall, but if the
opening is equal to the wall, then it is valid
— provided that the opening does not equal
10 amot because 10 amot and fewer are
considered an opening. If the opening had
a Tzurat Hapetach, even though the gap is
larger than 10 [amot, this gap] does not
invalidate the wall — provided there is not
more open space than closed.

O 199N LV PID NAY MY 07ans .11
PN TN DY N2 N9 N2 WY NXNN Do
1N TOIWD N9 NN ONX DIAN,NNONN

1899 NINION ININD 7PN ROV 72D, NI
N NN WY DIN , MNN TVY HY 91> NNV
QN NN NN I NN 7PN DNY,NNDD NN
NTOMN NN IWYN TN N2 WY I3 DY

5y 1299 N1I9N R XOW NI ,N8NIN
TN

Introduction to Eiruvin Part 2 — Building an Eiruv
Rabbi Josh Yuter — www.JoshYuter.com




