Laws of Eiruvin
Part 1: Introduction / The Need for Eiruvin

I. Mastering Your Domains

1. Rambam Shabbat 14:1,4,7
There are four domains regarding Shabbat:
1. Reshut Harabbim (Public Domain)
a. Road at least 16 amot wide (28
feet) (Shabbat 992)
b. No roof
c. Fewer than 3 walls
d.  (*600,000 People — NOT
Rambam's opinion)
2. Reshut Hayahid (Private Domain):
a. Area of 4x4 tefachim
b. Surrounded by walls / divisions
of 10 tefachim in height (40
inches)
3. Karmalit: Does not meet criteria of
Reshut Harabbim or Reshhut Hayahid
a.  Does not have road cutting
through it.
b. Does not have surrounding walls
4. Makom Petur: Area fewer than 4x4
tefachim, higher than 3 tefachim from the
ground.

See B. Shabbat 6a
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II. Origins of Eiruvin

2. Rambam Laws of Eiruvin 1:1-2

If there is a courtyard (Hatzer) which is
shared by many neighbors — each with their
own private residence — then according to
Biblical Law it is permitted to carry from each
residence to the courtyard and to each others'
residences, because they are all considered
private domains. Similarly for an alley
(Mavoi) which has horizontal or vertical
markers or a city enclosed by a wall of 10
tefachim and has doors which are closeable at
night — they are all private domains according
to biblical law. However, Rabbinic law
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prohibits neighbors from carrying in shared
private spaces unless they joined together
before Shabbat. This applies to the courtyard,
alleyway or city — and this was the enactment
of King Solomon and his court.
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3. B. Eiruvin 21b

Rav Judah stated in the name of Samuel:
When Solomon ordained the laws of ‘eruv
and the washing of the hands a batt kol issued
and proclaimed: My son, if thy heart be wise,
my heart will be glad, even mine; and,
furthermore, it is said in Scripture: My son, be
wise, and make my heart glad, that I may
answer him that taunt me.
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4. B. Rambam Eiruvin 1:4-5

And why did king Solomon enact this? So
that the nation would not err saying that just
as we may carry from our houses to the
courtyards or streets, SO t0O we may carry out
into the fields and deserts. And they will say
that only the courtyards are private domains
and they will analogize that it is permitted to
carry from public to private domains.
Therefore, it was enacted that each private
domain which is divided into separate
residences, would keep to itself and treat the
shared space as a public domain until they
combined in the form of an Eiruv.
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III. The Need For Eiruvin

5. B. Eiruvin 68a

‘Rabbah son of R. Hanan asked Abaye, ‘how
is it that in an alley in which two great men
like you [and Rabbah] reside there should be
neither ‘eruv nor shittuf?” — “What’, the
other replied. ‘can we do? For the Master
(Rabbah) [to collect the tenants’
contribution]. would not be becoming, 1 am
busy with my studies, and the other tenants
do not care.
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6a. B. Eruvin 6b

The halachah is always in agreement with
Beth Hillel, but he who wishes to act in
agreement with the ruling of Beth Shammai
may do so, and he who wishes to act
according to the view of Beth Hillel may do
so; [he, however, who adopts] the more
lenient rulings of Beth Shammai and the
more lenient rulings of Beth Hillel is a wicked
man, [while of the man who adopts] the
restrictions of Beth Shammai and the
restrictions of Beth Hillel Scripture said: But
the fool walketh in darkness. A man should
rather act either in agreement with Beth
Shammai both in their lenient and their
restrictive rulings or in agreement with Beth
Hillel in both their lenient and their restrictive
rulings.

6b. B. Eiruvin 46a

R. Jacob b. Idi stated in the name of R.
Joshua b. Levi: The halachah is in agreement
with R. Johanan b. Nuri. Said R. Zera to R.
Jacob b. Idi: ‘Did you hear it explicitly or did
you understand it by implication?” — T, the
other replied: ‘have heard it explicitly’ —
What was that general statement? — [The
one in] which R. Joshua b. Levi has laid
down: The halachah is in agreement with the
authority that maintains the less restrictive
ruling in respect of the laws of ‘eruv. What
need then was there for the two statements?
— R. Zera replied: Both were required. For if
we had been informed only that ‘the halachah
is in agreement with R. Johanan b. Nurf’, it
might have been assumed [that this applies in
all cases| whether the halachah leads to a
relaxation or to a restriction; hence we were

informed that ‘the halachah is in agreement
with the authority that maintains the less

restrictive ruling in respect of the laws of
‘eruv.’ Then let him state, “The halachah is in

agreement with the authority that maintains
the less restrictive ruling in respect of ‘eruv’;
for what purpose was it necessary to state
also that ‘the halachah is in agreement with R.
Johanan b. Nuri’» — It was required because
it might have been presumed that the
statement applied only to an individual
authority who differs from another individual
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authority or to several authorities who differ
from several other authorities, but not to an
individual authority who differed from several
authorities.

7. Iggrot Moshe O.C. 5:28

March 8, 1981 to R. Mordechai Tendler
22. Do we need to put in extra effort n eruv
to save people who are not keeping Shabbat
in public?

The "fix" of an eruv for those who desecrate
Shabbat in public is of tannaitic dispute...and
it seems that law is like R. Shimon Ben
Gamliel (that we don't care — based on B.
B.K. 692). And also most of those who do
not keep Shabbat are deniers of the entire
Torah that everyone agrees there is no
obligation or even a commandment/good
deed to build an eruv on their behalf. And
even regarding those do not know any better,
their wickedness and their heresy comes to
them from their wicked fathers, therefore
they too are not fully considered sinning by
accident, and they ignore those who are
keeping Torah and those who are greater
than their parents. Therefore I am more
convinced to say that there is no obligation to
prevent them from sinning further...
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8a. M. Shabbat 6:5

A woman may go out [on Shabbat]| with
ribbons made of hair, whether they are of her
own [hair] or of her companions, or of an
animal, and with frontlets and with sarbitin
that are fastened to her. [she may go out| with
a hair-net [kabul] and with a wig into a
courtyard.

8b. B. Shabbat 64b

Rav said: Whatever the Sages forbade to go
out therewith into the street, one may not go
out therewith into a courtyard, except a hair-
net and a wig...Now, according to Rav, why
do these differ? — Said ‘Ulla, [They are
permitted] lest she become repulsive to her

husband.
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