Current Jewish Questions
Hocheiach Tochiach — Laws of Rebuke

I. Obligation to Rebuke and its Parameters

1. Leviticus 19:17

1. Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thy heart;
2. thou shalt surely rebuke thy neighbor,
3. and not bear sin because of him.
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2. Proverbs 9:8
Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee; reprove a wise man, and he
will love thee
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3. B. Bava Metzia 31a

Perhaps hokeah means once, tokiah twice? — He replied, hokeah
implies even a hundred times. As for tokiah: I know only that the
master [must rebuke] the disciple: whence do we know that the
disciple [must rebuke] his master? From the phrase. 'hokeah tokiah',
implying under all circumstances.
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4a. I. Sam 20:30-33

Saul's anger flared up at Jonathan and he said to him, "You son of a
perverse and rebellious woman! Don't I know that you have sided
with the son of Jesse_to your own shame and to the shame of the
mother who bore you? As long as the son of Jesse lives on this
earth, neither you nor your kingdom will be established. Now send
someone to bring him to me, for he must die!" "Why should he be
put to death? What has he done?" Jonathan asked his father. But
Saul hurled his spear at him to kill him. Then Jonathan knew that
his father intended to kill David.

4b. B. Arachin 16b

How far shall reproof be administered? Rav said: Until he [the
reprover] be beaten. Samuel said: Until he be cursed. R. Johanan
said: Until he be rebuked. This is a point at issue between Tannaim.
R. Eliezer said: Until he be beaten. R. Joshua said: Until he be
cursed. Ben 'Azzai said: Until he be rebuked. Said R. Nahman b.
Isaac: All the three expounded one Scriptural verse; [It is written:|
Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan and he said unto
him: Thou son of perverse rebellion, do not I know that thou hast
chosen the son of Jesse to thine own shame, and unto the shame of
thy mother's nakedness? And it is written: And Saul cast his spear at
him to smite him. The one who said [above] 'Until he be beaten'
[said so] because it is written: 'to smite him'; the other who said:
'Until he be cursed' [said so] because it is written: 'to thine own
shame and to the shame of thy mothet's nakedness'; the other, who
said: 'Until he be rebuked'(snatl of rejection) [said so] because it is
written: "Then Saul's anger was kindled'.
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5. B. Yevamot 65b

R. Tle'a further stated in the name of R. Eleazar son of R. Simeon:
As one is commanded to say that which will be obeyed, so is one
commanded not to say that which will not be obeyed. R. Abba
stated: It is a duty; for it is said in Scripture, Reprove not a scorner,
lest he hate thee; reprove a wise man and he will love thee.

Rashi: For it is written rebuke your friend — rebuke someone who
will listen to you.
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6. B. Beitzah 30a

Rava son of R. Hanin said to Abaye: We have learnt: You may not
clap the hands or slap the thighs or dance; and yet we indeed see
that [people] do this and we do not take them to task! — He replied
to him: And according to your opinion, that which Rabbah said: A
man may not sit down at the entrance of the lehi lest an object
should roll away and he come to carry it [four cubits in a public
thoroughfare]; yet there are these women who take their waterugs
and go and sit at the entrance of an alley and we do not say anything
to them! But let Israel [go their way]: it is better that they should err
in ignorance than presumptuously; here also [I say], Let Israel go
their way: it is better that they should err in ignorance than
presumptuously. This, however, applies only to a Rabbinical
[prohibition] but not to a Biblical [prohibition|. But it is not so;
whether it [the prohibition] is Biblical or Rabbinical we do not tell
them anything; for the additional time to the Day of Atonement is a
Biblical injunction, yet people eat and drink until dusk and we do
not say anything to them.
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7. B. Arachin 16b

Whence do we know that if a man sees something unseemly in his
neighbor, he is obliged to reprove him? Because it is said: Thou
shalt surely rebuke. If he rebuked him and he did not accept it,
whence do we know that he must rebuke him again? The text states:
'surely rebuke' all ways. One might assume [this to be obligatory]
even though his face blanched, therefore the text states: "Thou shalt
not bear sin because of him'.

It was taught [in a Baraitha|: R. Tarfon said, I wonder whether there
is any one in this generation who accepts reproof, for if one says to
him: Remove the mote from between your eyes, he would answer:
Remove the beam from between your eyes! R. Eleazar b. Azariah
said: I wonder if there is one in this generation who knows how to
reprovel
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I1. Moral Justification for Rebuking

8. Matthew 7:1-5 (Sermon on the Mount)

"Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 3 "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your
brothet's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, 'Let me

take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own ever 5 You hypocrite, first take

the plank out of vour own eve, and then vou will see clearly to remove the speck from vour brother's eye.

9a. Zephania 2:1

Gather together, gather yourselves together, you shameful nation

9b. B. Sanhedtin 18a

THE HIGH PRIEST [MAY JUDGE]. But is this not obvious? —
It is necessary to state, HE MAY BE JUDGED. But that too is
obvious, for if he cannot be judged, how can he judge? It is not
written, hithkosheshu wa-koshshu, which Resh Lakish interpreted:
Adorn yourselves first, and then adorn others? — But since he [the
Tanna] wishes to state: A KING MAY NEITHER JUDGE NOR
BE JUDGED, he also, teaches' THE HIGH PRIEST MAY
JUDGE AND BE JUDGED.
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10a. Ecclesiastes 7:20
Indeed, there is no one on earth who is righteous, no one who does
what is right and never sins.

10b. 2 Chronicles 6:36-39
(Solomon's Dedication of Temple)

When they sin against you—for there is no one who does not sin—
and you become angry with them and give them over to the enemy,
who takes them captive to a land far away or near; and if they have a
change of heart in the land where they are held captive, and repent
and plead with you in the land of their captivity and say, 'We have
sinned, we have done wrong and acted wickedly'; and if they turn
back to you with all their heart and soul in the land of their captivity
where they were taken, and pray toward the land you gave their
ancestors, toward the city you have chosen and toward the temple I
have built for your Name; then from heaven, your dwelling place,
hear their prayer and their pleas, and uphold their cause. And
forgive your people, who have sinned against you.
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