Halakhic Process 4
What is a Rabbi? — Qualifications / Procedures

I. Biblical Qualities

1. Exodus 18:20-21
Teach them his decrees and instructions, and show them the way
they are to live and how they are to behave. 21 But select

1. capable men from all the people—

2. men who fear God,

3. trustworthy men

4. who hate dishonest gain
and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and
tens.

No-5 ,/ Mnv .1
T DR X BN NI ()
) 713 1392 TYT0 NN ODY [YTIM N0
520 MDD NHN) (83) : NY? WK NYYn
oyD

PN WX .1

D"T'JN N .2

my ’\’)JN 3

y32a ’NJ\’) 4
Y TN 7Y BN MY DNYY DHY)
LYY 1Y) ©URN

2. Deuteronomy 1:15-17
15 So I took the

1. leading men of your tribes,

2. wise

3. and respected men,
and appointed them to have authority over you—as commanders
of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties and of tens and as tribal
officials. 16 And I charged your judges at that time, "Hear the
disputes between your people and judge fairly, whether the case is
between two Israelites or between an Israelite and a foreigner
residing among you. 17 Do not show partiality in judging; hear
both small and great alike. Do not be afraid of anyone, for
judgment belongs to God. Bring me any case too hard for you, and
I will hear it."
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3. Deuteronomy 17:8-11

8 If cases come before your courts that are too difficult for you to
judge —whether bloodshed, lawsuits or assaults —take them to
the place the Lord your God will choose. 9 Go to the Levitical
priests and to the judge who is in office at that time. Inquire of
them and they will give you the verdict. 10 You must act according
to the decisions they give you at the place the Lord will choose. Be
careful to do everything they instruct you to do. 11 Act according
to whatever they teach you and the decisions they give you. Do not
turn aside from what they tell you, to the right or to the left.
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I1. The First "Smikhah"

4. Numbers 27:18-23

18 So the Lord said to Moses, "Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in
whom is spirit, and lay your hand on him. 19 Have him stand
before Eleazar the priest and the entire assembly and commission
him in their presence. 20 Give him some of your authority so the
whole Israelite community will obey him. 21 He is to stand before
Eleazar the priest, who will obtain decisions for him by inquiring
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of the Urim before the Lord. At his command he and the entire
community of the Israelites will go out, and at his command they
will come in." 22 Moses did as the Lord commanded him. He took
Joshua and had him stand before Eleazar the priest and the whole
assembly. 23 Then he laid his hands on him and commissioned
him, as the Lord instructed through Moses.
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5. Deuteronomy 34:9

Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom
because Moses had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened
to him and did what the Lord had commanded Moses.
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II1. Rabbinic Traditions

6. M. Avot 1:1

Moses received the Torah from Sinai and transmitted it to Joshua;
Joshua to the elders; the elders to the prophets; and the prophets
handed it down to the men of the Great Assembly.
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7. Y. Sanhedrin 1:2 19a

It was taught: Ordination requires three judges. Is not laying on of
hands (SMYKH) the same as ordination (SMYKWT)? There [in
Babylon] they call appointment to a court "ordination."

Said R. Ba, "At first each one would appoint his own disciples [to
the court]. For example, R. Yohanan b. Zakkai appointed R.
Eliezer and R. Joshua; R. Joshua appointed R. Aqiba; and R. Aqiba,
R. Meir and R. Simeon." He said, "Let R. Meir take his seat first."
R. Simeon's face turned pale. R. Aqiba said to him, "Let it be
enough for you that I and your Creator recognize your powers."

They went and paid honor to "this house" [the pattiarchate]. They
made the rule, "A court which made an appointment without the
knowledge and consent of the patriarch the act of appointment is
null. "And a patriarch who made an appointment without the
knowledge and consent of the court, his appointment is valid."
They reverted and made the rule that the court should make an
appointment only with the knowledge and consent of the patriarch

and that the patriarch should make an appointment only with the
knowledge and consent of the coutt.
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8. B. Sanhedrin 5a-b

Said Rav: Whosoever wishes to decide monetaty cases by himself
and be free from liability in case of an erroneous decision, should
obtain sanction from the Resh Galutha, ['head of the Golah',
Exilarch. Title given to the chief of the Babylonian Jews who from
the time of the exile were designated by the term Golah] And so
said Samuel.

It is clear that an authorization held from the Resh Galutha 'here'
in Babylonia] holds good 'hete' — And one from the Palestinian
authority "there' [in Palestine] is valid "there' — Likewise, the
authorization received 'here' is valid 'there', because the authority in
Babylon is designated 'sceptre’ — but that of Palestine, 'lawgiver'
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[denoting a lower rank] — as it has been taught: The sceptre shall
not depart from Judah, this refers to the Exilarchs of Babylon who
rule over Israel with sceptres; [Sceptre, symbol of the authority of a
ruler appointed by the Government, as was the Resh Galutha,
'Lawgiver' designates the heads of Palestinian schools who have no
political authority] and a lawgiver ... this refers to the descendants
of Hillel [in Palestine] who teach the Torah in public. Is, however,
a permission given 'there' valid 'here'? Come and heat! Rabbah b.
Hana gave an erroneous judgment [in Babylonia]. He then came
before R. Hiyya, who said to him: If both parties accepted you as
their judge, you are not liable to make restitution; otherwise you
must indemnify them. Now — Rabbah b. Hana did hold
permission [but from the Palestinian authority]. Hence we infer
that the Palestinian authorization does not hold good for Babylon.
[Otherwise he should not have been liable to indemnification)]

But is it really not valid in Babylon? Did not Rabbah, son of R.
Huna, when quarrelling with the members of the household of the
Resh Galutha, maintain, I do not hold my authorization from you.
I hold it from my father who had it from Rav, and he from R.
Hiyya, who received it from Rabbi [in Palestine]|'? — He was only
trying to put them in their place with mere words. Well, then, if
such authorization is invalid in Babylon, what good was it to
Rabbah, son of R. Huna? — It held good for cities that were
situated on the Babylonian border [which were under the
jurisdiction of Palestine].

Now, what is the content of an authorization? — When Rabbah b.
Hana was about to go to Babylon, R. Hiyya said to Rabbi: "My
brothet's son is going to Babylon. May he, decide in matters of
ritual law?' Rabbi answered: 'He may. May he decide monetary
cases?’ — He may.' 'May he declare firstborn animals permissible
[for slaughter]|?' — 'He may."' When Rav went there, R. Hiyya said
to Rabbi: 'My sistet's son is going to Babylon. May he decide on
matters of ritual law?' — He may. 'May he decide [monetary]
cases?’ — 'He may.' 'May' he declare firstborn animals permissible
for slaughter?' — '"He may not."...

What was the reason that Rav was not authorized to permit the
slaughter of firstborn animals? Was it that he was not learned
enough? But have we not just said that he was very learned? Was it
because he was not an expert in judging defects? But did not Rav
himself say: I spent eighteen months with a shepherd in order to
learn which was a permanent and which a passing blemish? —
Rabbi withheld that authorization from Rav, as a special mark of
respect to Rabbah b. Hana. Or, if you prefer, I might say that for
the very reason that Rav was a special expert in judging blemishes,
he might in consequence declare permissible, with a view to
slaughter, [permanent| defects which to others might not be
known as such. These latter might thus be led to maintain that Rav
had passed cases of such a kind and so to declare permissible
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transitory blemishes.

We were told above that Rabbi authorized him, Rabbah, and Rav
respectively, to] decide in matters of ritual law. Since he was
learned in the law, what need had he to obtain permission? —
Because of the following incident, for it has been taught: Once
Rabbi went to a certain place and saw its inhabitants kneading the
dough without the necessary precaution against levitical
uncleanness. Upon inquiry, they told him that a certain scholar on
a visit taught them: Water of bize'im [ponds] does not render food
liable to become unclean. In reality, he referred to [eggs], but they
thought he said bize'im [ponds] [That disciple must have been
defective of speech, and the listener could easily fall into error
owing to the similarity of pronunciation of [H] 'ponds’' — (cf. Job
VIII, 11) — and [H] 'eggs'.] They further erred in the application
of the following Mishnah: The waters of Keramyon and Pigah,
because they are ponds, are unfit for purification purposes (Num
19:7) They thought that since this water was unfit for purification,
it likewise could not render food liable to become unclean. But this
conclusion is unwarranted, for whereas there, that is in connection
with the purification offering, running water is required, waters,
from any source, can render food liable to uncleanness. There and
then it was decreed that a disciple must not give decisions unless
he was granted permission by his teacher.
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9. B. Sanhedrin 13b-14a

It is taught: The laying on [of hands], and the laying on [of hands]
of the Elders is performed by three. What is meant by, 'Laying on
[of hands]', and 'Laying on [of hands] of the Elders'? — R. Johanan
said: [The latter] refers to the ordination of Elders.

Abaye asked R. Joseph: Whence do we deduce that three are
required for the ordination of Elders? Shall we say, from the verse,
And he [Moses] laid his hand upon him [Joshua] If so, one should
be sufficient! And should you say, Moses stood in place of seventy-
one, then seventy-one should be the right number! — The
difficulty remained unanswered.

R. Aha the son of Rava, asked R. Ashi: Is ordination effected by
the literal laying on of hands? — [No,| he answered; it is by the
conferring of the degree: He is designated by the title of Rabbi and
granted the authority to adjudicate cases of fines.

Cannot one man alone ordain? Did not Rav Judah say in Rav's
name: 'May this man indeed be remembered for blessing — his
name is R. Judah b. Baba; were it not for him, the laws of fines
would have been forgotten in Israel.' Forgotten? Then they could
have been learned. But these laws might have been abolished;
because once the wicked Government, [That of Hadrian, in the
second century — as an act of religious persecution], decreed that
whoever performed an ordination should be put to death, and
whoever received ordination should he put to death, the city in

N:7-2:) 197030 0523 Tndn .9

IND .NYOWA DNIPY NDNDY N0 : NN
29 90N 10N)PT NINID IND) NND
220 70D : PNY

Y20 RO : GO 270 MIAN Y INN
92702+ NITH NN 11930 NYOHwa
DN YN ON - POY P> NN THDN +177
TN DXV DIPHA NYN KON O TN
NOVP - 17N DYV YD 90N ON - INP

SYUN 27D NIIT MY NNX 27 799 DN
POND : Y NN - 17D PIND wHN XTI
NMIWYI 7D 527,229 7D 1P, NIvA Y
MOIP IPTYTINID

AN DTN 29 IIN N I7TNHO NI TN
17,2105 YRN IMN 7O ,072:29
INONWI NIN NINDINY NIV NI 12 DT
NNPDIM NINONWI - IRV MDIP 1T
DYV IR MODIP M T DV : NON -
LRIV DY 1Y NYWIN MODN NI DNX
LI - THOIN DY) - TIIDN DY
PRINM 2NN - N PINOY PV

12 DTN NYY NN IIPY - 1N PODIDY
,DX917T) DN MY P2 2V TON N2

The Halakhic Process 4 —What is a Rabbi? Qualifications and Procedures 4

www.JoshYuter.com




which the ordination took place demolished, and the boundaries
wherein it had been performed, uprooted. What did R. Judah b.
Baba dor He went and sat between two great mountains, [that lay]
between two large cities; between the Sabbath boundaries of the
cities of Usha and Shefaram and there ordained five elders: viz., R.
Meit, R. Judah, R. Simeon, R. Jose and R. Eliezer b. Shamua'. R.
Awia adds also R. Nehemia in the list. As soon as their enemies
discovered them he [R.J.b.B.] utged them: "My children, flee.' They
said to him, 'What will become of thee, Rabbi?' 'T lie before them
like a stone which none [is concerned to] overturn,' he replied. It
was said that the enemy did not stir from the spot until they had
driven three hundred iron spear-heads into his body, making it like
a sieve. — With R. Judah b. Baba were in fact some others, but in
honor to him, they were not mentioned.

Was R. Meir indeed ordained by R. Judah b. Babar Did not
Rabbah b. Bar Hannah say in R. Johanan's name: He who asserts
that R. Meir was not ordained by R. Akiba is certainly in error? —
R. Akiva had indeed ordained him, but the ordination was not
acceptable; while R. Judah b. Baba's later ordination, on the other
hand, was accepted.

R. Joshua b. Levi said: There is no ordination outside Palestine.
What is to be understood by, "There is no ordination'? Shall we
assert that they have no authority at all to adjudicate cases of fines
outside Palestine? But have we not learnt: The Sanhedrin has
competence both within and without Palestine! — This must
therefore mean that ordination cannot be conferred outside
Palestine.

It is obvious, that if the ordainers are outside Palestine and those
to be ordained in Palestine, [then]| surely as has been said, they
cannot be ordained. But what if the ordainers are in Palestine, and
those to be ordained outside? — Come and hear: [It is related] of
R. Johanan that he was grieved when R. Shaman b. Abba was not
with them [in Palestine| to receive his ordination. [Again it is
related of] R. Simeon b. Zirud and another who was with him, viz.,
R. Jonathan b. Akmai, or according to others [who invert the
order,] R. Jonathan b. Akmai and another who was with him, viz.,
R. Simeon, b. Zirud, [The order is intended to show who was the
principal ordainer and who was his assistant| that the one who was
with them was ordained, and the other, who was not, was not
ordained.

R. Johanan was very anxious to ordain R. Hanina and R. Oshaia,
but his hope could not be realised, and it grieved him very much.
They said to him: Master, you need not grieve, for we are
descendants of the house of Eli. For R. Samuel b. Nahman,
quoting R. Jonathan, said: Whence do we learn that none of the
house of Eli are destined to be ordained? — From the verse, And
there shall be no zaken [old man] in thy house for ever. What does
the word 'zaken' mean [here]? Shall we say, literally, 'an old man',
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but it is written [immediately after], and all the increase of thy
house shall die [young| men! — It must therefore refer to
ordination.

R. Zira used to hide himself to avoid ordination, because R.
Eleazar had said: Remain always obscure, and [so] live. But later,
having heard yet another saying of R. Eleazar, viz., One does not
attain greatness unless all his sins are forgiven, he himself strove [to
obtain it]. When they ordained him, they sang before him, 'Neither
paint not rouge not [hair-]dye, yet radiating charm.' [A snatch of a
song sung at weddings in honour of the bride (Rashi)]

When the Rabbis ordained R. Ammi and R. Assi, they sang thus of
them: Only such men, only such men ordain ye for us, but ordain
not for us any of the 'sarmitin' and 'sarmisin', or as some say,
'hamisin' or "termisin'. [Interpretations of these words are varied.
Jastrow says that it was a jest at Talmudic scholars using foreign
words, and translates: Do not ordain for us any of those using
words like 'sermis' (semis), 'sermit’, (prob. distortion of 'tremis')
'hemis' and 'tremis'. Krupnik-Silberman translate, 'superficial
scholars' (halbwisset). Dalman suggests, 'half-wits' and 'third-wits'
(idiots and madmen).|

When R. Abbahu arrived at the Emperot's Court [At Caesarea
where his academy was.] from College, the ladies of the court went
out to receive him and sang to him: Great man of thy people,
leader of thy nation, lantern of light, thy coming be blessed with
peace.
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