Rabbinic Thought and Theology
Olam Haba / The World to Come Part 1

I. What is "Olam Haba'"'?

1. B. Siftrei 356

"Fortunate is Israel" (Deut. 33:29) — All of Israel was
gathered by Moshe and said to him, "Moshe Rabbeinu" tell
us what good God will give to us in the future? He said to
them, "I don't know what to tell you — it should be good
for you, whatever is set aside for you."
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2. B. Berachot 34b
R. Hiyya B. Abba said in the name of R. Yohanan: All the
prophets only prophesized regarding the Messianic era, but

regarding "the world to come" no eye has seen except for
God.

(See Hag 13a - R.Yohanan studied merkava)
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3. B. Yoma 66b

They asked R. Eliezer, what about so-and-so regarding the
world to come. He replied, ‘Have you asked me only about
this one’? [His evasion was due| not to his desire to divert
them with words [counter-questions], but because he never
said anything that he had not heard from his teacher.
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4. B. Nedarim 8b

Now, he differs from R. Simeon b. Lakish, who said: Thete
is no Gehinnom in the world to come, but the Holy One,
blessed be He, will draw forth the sun from its sheath: the
righteous shall be healed, and the wicked shall be judged
and punished thereby.
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5. M. Avot 4:16-7

R. Jacob said: this world is like unto a vestibule before the
wortld to come; prepare thyself in the vestibule, so that thou
mayest enter the banqueting-hall.

He used to say: more beautiful is one hour [spent]| in
repentance and good deeds in this world, than all the life of
the wotld to come; and more beautiful is one hour of the
even-tempered spirit of the world to come, than all the life
of this world.
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6. Mechilta DR Yishmael Yitro 10

(B. Berachot 5a)

R. Shimon B. Yochai said, dear are sufferings for there are
three gifts which were given to the Jews and the nations of
the world desired them, but they were only given through
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sufferings. And they are: Torah, the land of Israel, and the
World to Come. Whence do we know this of the Torah? —
Because it is said: Happy is the man whom Thou
chastenest, o Lord, and teachest him out of Thy law.
Whence of the Land of Israel? — Because it is written: As a
man chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth
thee and after that it is written: For the Lord thy God
bringeth thee into a good land. Whence of the world to
come? — Because it is written: For the commandment is a
lamp, and the teaching is light, and reproofs of sufferings
are the way of life.
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II. Why Olam Haba

7. Sifra Acharei Mot 9

"And you shall live by them" (Vayikra 18:5) — for the world
to come. And if you say for this world, but isn't [all of] our
end to die? How can I fulfill "and you shall live by them"?
For the World to Come — I God am trustworthy to pay a
reward.
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8. B. Kiddushin 40b

R. Eleazar son of R. Zadok said: To what are the righteous
compared in this world? To a tree standing wholly in a
place of cleanness, but its bough overhangs to a place of
uncleanness; when the bough is lopped off, it stands
entirely in a place of cleanness. Thus the Holy One, blessed
be He, brings suffering upon the righteous in this world, in
order that they may inherit the future world, as it is said,
and though thy beginning is small, yet thy latter end shall
greatly increase. And to what are the wicked compared in
this world? To a tree standing wholly in a place of
uncleanness, but a branch thereof overhangs a place of
cleanness: when the bough is lopped off, it stands entirely
in a place of uncleanness. Thus the Holy One, blessed be
He, makes them prosper in this world, in order to destroy
and consign them to the nethermost rung, for it is said:
There is a way which seems right unto man, But at the end
thereof are the ways of death.
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ITI. Olam Haba vs. Olam Hazeh (World to Come vs. This World)

9. B. Berachot 17a

A favorite saying of Rav was: [The world to come is not
like this world.] In the future world there is no eating nor
drinking nor propagation nor business nor jealousy nor
hatred nor competition, but the righteous sit with their
crowns on their heads feasting on the brightness of the
divine presence, as it says, And they beheld God, and did
eat and drink.
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10a. Zecharia 14:9
The LORD will be king over the whole earth. On that day
there will be one LORD, and his name the only name.

10b. B. Pesachim 50a

Is He then not One now? — Said R. Aha b. Hanina: Not
like this world is the world to come. In this world, for good
tidings one says, ‘He is good, and He doeth good’, while for
evil tidings he says, ‘Blessed be the true Judge’; [whereas] in
the future world it shall be only ‘He is good and He doeth
good’. ‘And His name one’: what does ‘one’ mean? Is then
now His name not one? — Said R. Nahman b. Isaac; Not
like this world is the future world. [In] this world [His
name] is written with a yod he and read as alef daleth; but
in the future world it shall all be one: it shall be written with
yod he and read as yod he.
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11. B. Pesachim 68a

R. Hisda opposed [two verses]. It is written, Then the
moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed; wheteas
it is written, Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the
light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold,
as the light of the seven days? There is no difficulty: the
former refers to the world to come; the latter to the days of
the Messiah. But according to Samuel, who maintained,
This world differs from the Messianic age only in respect of
the servitude to governments, what can be said? — Both
refer to the world to come, yet there is no difficulty: one
refers to the camp of the righteous; the other, to the camp
of the Shechinah.
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12. B. Ketuvot 111b

It was said: The wotld to come is not like this wotld. In this
wortld there is the trouble of harvesting and treading [of the
grapes], but in the world to come a man will bring one
grape on a wagon or a ship, put it in a corner of his house
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and use its contents as [if it had been] a large wine cask,
while its timber would be used to make fires for cooking.
There will be no grape that will not contain thirty kegs of
wine.
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13. B. Bava Batra 75b

Rabbabh said in the name of R. Johanan: Jerusalem of the
world to come will not be like Jerusalem of the present
wortld. [To] Jerusalem of the present world, anyone who
wishes goes up, but to that of the world to come only those
invited will go.
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IV. What Happens in Olam Haba

14. B. Pesachim 50a

And it shall come to pass in that day that there shall not be
light, but heavy clouds [yekaroth] and thick [we-kippa'on];
what does yekaroth we-kippa'on mean? — Said R. Eleazar:
This means, the light which is precious [yakar] in this
world, is yet of little account [kapuy] in the next world. R.
Johanan said: This refers to Nega'im and Ohaloth, which
are difficult [heavy] in this world yet shall be light [easily
understood] in the future world. While R. Joshua b. Levi
said: This refers to the people who are honored in this
world, but will be lightly esteemed in the next world. As
was the case of R. Joseph the son of R. Joshua b. Levi,
[who] became ill and fell into a trance. When he recovered,
his father asked him, ‘What did you see?’ ‘I saw a topsy-
turvy world’, he replied, ‘the upper [class] underneath and
the lower on top” he replied: ‘My son’, he observed, ‘you
saw a clear world.
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15. B. Sotah 3b

R. Samuel b. Nahmani said in the name of R. Jonathan:
Whoever performs one precept in this world, it precedes
him for the world to come; as it is said: And thy
righteousness shall go before thee; and whoever commits
one transgression in this world, it clings to him and
precedes him for the Day of Judgment, as it is said: The
paths of their way are turned aside; they go up into the
waste and perish. R. Eleazar says: It attaches itself to him
like a dog; as it is said: He hearkened not unto her, to lie by
her, or to be with her — to lie by her in this wotld, or to be
with her in the world to come.
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