Current Jewish Questions
Chukkat Hagoy

Katz, David. "Synagogue weddings" Journal of Halacha and Contemporary Society 18 Fall 1989 p. 52

The Chatam Sofer is understood as prohibiting marrying inside a synagogue because of two reasons: 1) The
custom of marrying outside should be maintained because of the blessings associated with it (this would be a
reason not to hold the wedding ceremony indoors at all, not only in a synagogue). 2) Marrying inside a
synagogue should be forbidden because it seems to be an imitation of Gentile customs chukot hagoyim,

which may involve an issur d'oraita.

I. Biblical Warnings

1. Lev 20:22-24

22 “Keep all my decrees and laws and follow them, so
that the land where I am bringing you to live may not
vomit you out. 23 You must not live according to the
customs of the nations I am going to drive out before
vou. Because they did all these things, I abhorred them.
24 But I said to you, “You will possess their land; I will
give it to you as an inheritance, a land flowing with
milk and honey.” I am the LORD your God, who has
set you apart from the nations.
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2. Lev. 18:1-5

1 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the Israelites
and say to them: ‘I am the LORD your God. 3 You
must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to
live, and vou must not do as thev do in the land of

Canaan, where I am bringing vou. Do not follow their
practices. 4 You must obey my laws and be careful to
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And after they have been destroyed before you, be
careful not to be ensnared by inquiring about their
gods, saying, “How do these nations serve their gods?
We will do the same.”

follow my decrees. I am the LORD your God. 5 Keep AP
my decrees and laws, for the person who obeys them

will live by them. I am the LORD.

3. Deut. 12:30 2 0%9a7.3

TN OTHYN MINN DINK YRIN 19 72 YN ()
NPND OMID ITAY? NN IINY DIPTIIND YITH 19
I D) 12 NWYN) DIPTIDN NN

4. IT Kings 17:7-13

7 All this took place because the Israelites had sinned
against the LORD their God, who had brought them
up out of Egypt from under the power of Pharaoh
king of Egypt. They worshiped other gods 8 and
followed the practices of the nations the LORD had
driven out before them, as well as the practices that the

kings of Israel had introduced. 9 The Israelites secretly
did things against the LORD their God that were not
right. From watchtower to fortified city they built
themselves high places in all their towns. 10 They set
up sacred stones and Asherah poles on every high hill
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and under every spreading tree. 11 At every high place
they burned incense, as the nations whom the LORD
had driven out before them had done. They did wicked
things that aroused the LORD’s anger. 12 They
worshiped idols, though the LORD had said, “You
shall not do this.” 13 The LORD warned Israel and
Judah through all his prophets and seers: “Turn from
your evil ways. Observe my commands and decrees, in
accordance with the entire Law that I commanded
your ancestors to obey and that I delivered to you
through my servants the prophets.”

DYZN XNNZY TYNI DYNIX NN NN TYN NIND
;DN MTIY T

II. Rabbinic Sources

5. Sifra Achrai Mot 9:8

"Or like the ways of Egypt and the ways of the land of
Canaan you shall not do" — Perhaps this means do not
build houses or plant trees as they do. Thus it means
to say "in their statutes do not follow" — this was only
said regarding their statutes which were established for
them, for their fathers, and their grandfathers. And
what would they do? A man would marry a man, a
woman [would marry| a woman, a man would marry a
woman and her daughter, and a woman would marry
two men. Thus the Torah says, "in their statutes do
not follow."
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6. Sifra Achrei Mot 9:9

"In their statutes do not follow" — and what does this
verse state which was not said previously. Was it not
already stated, "Let no one be found among you who
sacrifices their son or daughter in the fire, who
practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens,
engages in witchcraft" (Deut. 18:10). And what does
the Torah come to teach in saying "in their statutes to
not follow"? To not follow in their social manners such
as theaters, circuses, and astrology. R. Meir says these
are the way of the Amorites which were enumerated by
the Sages. ..
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7a. M. Avoda Zara 1:3

These ate the festivities of the idolaters: Kalenda, [The
Roman New Year which was observed as a day of
rejoicing.] Saturnalia, [A Roman festival beginning on
the 17th December and lasting several days. 'Feasting
and revelry and all the mad pursuits of pleasure are the
features which seem to have specially marked this
carnival of antiquity'] Kratesis,[A Roman festival
commemorating the conquest of Eastern Countries]
the anniversary of accession to the throne as well as
[royal] birthdays and anniversaries of deaths. This is R.
Meit's opinion. But the sages say, a death at which
burning [of articles of the dead] takes place is attended
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by idolatry, but where there is not such burning there is
no idolatry.

7b. B. Avoda Zara 11a

THE BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARIES OF
KINGS DEATHS. [THIS IS R. MEIR'S OPINION.
THE SAGES SAY IDOLATRY ONLY OCCURS AT
A DEATH AT WHICH BURNING OF ARTICLES
TAKES PLACE.] This implies that R. Meir is of
opinion that at every death, whether there is burning of
articles or there is no burning, idol-worship takes place
— consequently, the burning of articles is not an
[idolatrous] cult. From which is to be inferred that the
Rabbis hold that burning [of articles at a funeral] is an
[idolatrous] cult; what then of the following which has

been taught: The burning of articles at a king's [funeral
is permitted and there is nothing of Amorite usage

about it? Now if it is a cult of idolatry how could such
burning be allowed? Is it not written, and in their
statutes ye shall not walk? — Hence, all agree that
burning is not an idolatrous cult and is merely a mark
of high esteem [for the deceased]; where they differ is
this: R. Meir holds that at every death, whether burning
of articles takes place or does not take place, there is
idol-worship; but the Rabbis hold that a death at which
burning takes place is regarded as important and is
marked by idol-worship, but one at which no burning
takes place is unimportant and is not marked by idol-
worship.
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8a. M. Sanhedrin 7:3

Execution by the sword was performed thus: the
condemned man was decapitated by the sword, as is
done by the civil authorities. R. Judah said: this is a
hideous disfigurement; but his head was laid on a block
and severed with an axe. They replied, no death is
more disfiguring than this.

8b. B. Sanhedrin 52b

It had been taught: R. Judah said to the Sages: I too
know that this is a death of repulsive disfigurement,
but what can I do, seeing that the Torah hath said,
neither shall ye walk in their ordinances? But the
Rabbis maintain: Since Scripture decreed the sword, we
do not imitate them [when using their method]. For if
you will not agree to this, then how about that which
was taught: Pyres may be lit in honor of deceased
kings, and this is not forbidden as being of the 'ways of
the Amorites": but why so? Is it not written, neither
shall ye walk in their ordinances? But because this
burning is referred to in the Bible, as it is written, [But
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them [the Romans] that we derive the practice.

thou shalt die in peace:] and with the burnings of thy
fathers ... [so shall they burn for thee], it is not from
them [the heathens] that we derive the practice. So here
too, since the Torah dectreed the sword, it is not from

9. B. Bava Kama 83a

acting in the ways of the Amorites." Abtolmus b.
Reuben however was permitted to cut his hair in the
Gentile fashion as he was in close contact with the
Government.

He who trims the front of his hair in Roman fashion is
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III. Later Authorities

10. Rambam Laws of Idolatry 11:1

It is forbidden to follow in the statutes of idol
worshippers and to be like them neither in dress
now with one's hair and the like, for it says "do not
follow in the statues of the nations," and it is says,
"do not follow in their statutes," and it says, "guard
yourselves lest you become ensared after them."

These all warn against one thing: not to become
similar to them, but rather, the Jew should be

separate from them and it should be known
through his dress and other actions just as he is
distinct in his nature and knowledge. ..
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11. Shulhan Aruch Yoreh Deah 178:1-2

Do not follow in the statutes of the non-Jews (and
not to be similar to them), and do not dress in their
distinctive dress. And do not grow the fringes of
one's hair like they do, and do not cut on the sides
while leaving hair in the middle, and do not cut
from the sides of the face from ear to ear. And do
not build places such as the public thoroughfares
where the masses enter.

Ramo: Rather, be distinct from them in dress and in the rest
of one's actions — this is only probibited for matters which
non-Jews do for the matter of licentionsness. For example,
they would wear red clothing, the clothing of ministers and the
like similar to licentions clothing. Or for practices which are
customs or statnes which have no reason for there is what to
suspect they carry over the "ways of the amorites” from their
Jfathers. But practices which have a purpose such as the
uniform of an excpert physician such that he is recognizable as
such, it is permitted to wear those garments. And also
anything which is done ont of honor or another reason is
permitted. ..

nYR NY1 N Y1V .11

N PYo

(ONY PRTN XD D210 YTIYN MPINA PIOIN PN
NDY.DNY TNYHN VIADN WAy XDY (D721n0 DY NV)
PTINNND NP NI .DYNT NYON NI IWUR NS DT
THIND 1 THDN YWD NIN NI YNNI YV NN
S5Y MY 17320 MMIPN M2 XYY .YI91 NI JNIIND
DYV DNV NI ,0517 DN IDIDOY ¥TD D101 T2y
PYYN TNV PYIADNI DNN DTN XN NON : 7N
YT2IVN 12 NIV 9272 NON NON NN T 9D .(OV)
DOY2TN YIADD NIV D, M9 DY DXIAND
NADNN MY NPT DY WIADN NI, DI TR
9272 DYV PN PINDY HMND NNV 9272 IN,MINI9N
NIV 12 WO MINNIND YD T DIVN 112 WNIID NOINT
D, NOMINY NVIMY 92T HAN ,DMMANND D25 NTIAY
TOYH WIADN D YO NN X NINY 20D DOW DTV
PYIVY 191 IO M, J0IN RO XINY 12 1ONY
A(N79 MY PYINN) IMN NN DYL IN TIAD DIVN
Y797 DIVN 12 PN DMIDNN DY POV NN 19D
(D210 NTIAYT P 7)) YNNIND

2 9Pyo

Current Jewish Questions — Chillul Hashem
www.JoshYuter.com



http://www.joshyuter.com/

He who is close to the government and needs to
wear their clothing and to be similar is permitted in
everything.
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