Confronting Chosenness

Rabbinic Perspectives — Cosmic vs. Conditional

I. Cosmic Selection

1. Mekhilta R. Shimon Bar Yochai 14
[The Jews] were recalled before the six days of
creation.
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2a.Devarim 7:6

For you are a people holy to the LORD your God.
The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the
peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his
treasured possession.

2b. Sifrei 97

Because you are a holy nation to God, make
yourselves holy. Because you are holy to God, the
holiness which is on you causes you to be. Another
explanation, it does not give rise to other nations to
be as holy to you. "And you have been chosen by
God" — "because Jacob chose you to be God"
(Tehillim 135:4). "To be a treasured nation" — "Israel
for his treasure” (Tehillim 135:4). "And God chose
you to be his treasured nation from all other nations"
— this teaches that each individual [Jew] is more
precious to God than all of the other nations of the

world. One may think that this [status] started with

the forefathers, thus we are taught "from all the
nations on the face of the earth" meaning, from
before and after and not just from the times of the
forefathers.
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3. Bereishit Rabba 1:4

In the beginning God created. Six things preceded
the creation of the world; some of them were actually
created, while the creation of the others was already
contemplated.2 The Torah and the Throne of Glory
were created. The Torah, for it is written, The Lord
made me as the beginning of His way, prior to His
works of old (Prov. VIII, 22). The Throne of Glory,
as it is written, Thy throne is estabished of old, etc.
(Ps. XCI1I, 2). The creation of the Patriarchs was
contemplated, for it is written, | saw your fathers as
the first-ripe in the fig-tree at her first season (Hos.
IX, 10). [The creation of] Israel was contemplated, as
it is written, Remember Thy congregation, which
Thou hast gotten aforetime (Ps. LXXIV, 2).
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II. Conditional Selection

4. Sifre Devarim Haazinu 312

"For the portion of the Lotd is his people” (Deut.
32:9): This case is comparable to that of a king who
had a field, which he leased to tenant farmers. The
tenants began to steal from it; so he took it away
from them and gave it to their sons. They soon
proved themselves worse than the first. He
thereupon took it away from their sons and gave it to
their grandsons, but they showed themselves to be
even worse. When, however, a son was born to him,
he said to the tenants: "Go forth from my (land); you
cannot remain there. Give me (back) my portion so
that I may declare it to be mine." Even so when our
father Abraham came into the wotld, there issued
from him the refuse of Ismael and all the sons of
Keturah; when Isaac came into the world there
issued from him the refuse of Esau and all the chiefs
of Edom, and they were even worse than the first.
When Jacob, however, arrived, no refuse issued from
him, but all the sons born to him were worthy, as it is
said, "and Jacob was a petfect (tam) man, dwelling in
tents. Who is the first to be claimed by the
Omnipotent as His portion? Jacob, as it is said "For
the portion of the Lord is His people, Jacob the lot
of His inheritance," and it is further said "For the
Lord hath chosen Jacob" (Ps. 135:4).

But the matter still remains ambiguous and we
cannot tell whether the Holy One, blessed be He,
chose Jacob or whether Jacob chose the Holy one,
blessed be He, therefore the Scripture teaches us
"Israel for His own Treasure" (ibid). However, the
matter is still undecided, and we do not know if the
Holy One, blessed be He, chose Israel for His own
treasure, or if Israel chose the Holy One, blessed be
He, therefore Scripture teaches "And the Lord thy
God hath chosen thee to be His own treasured
people" (Deut 14:2). And how do we know that
Jacob also chose the Lotrd? For it is said "Not like
these is the portion of Jacob (Jerusalem. 10:16).
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5. Sifrei Devarim Re'eh 96:14

"Children are you to the Lord your God" (Deut.
14:1) — R. Yehuda says, if you act in the manner of
children, then you will be my children, and if not you
are no longer my children. R. Meir says, in either
case you are children before God for it says, the

number of the children of Israel [cannot be counted]
(Hoshea 2:1)
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6. Sifrei Devarim 308
"Corrupt are they and not his children" (Devarim
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32:5) even though they are full of defects [#u], they
are called "children" — these are the words of R. Meir
for it says "banav mumanm". R. Yehuda says, they have
no flaws as it says "/o banav mumam" and it similatly
says "Ah, sinful nation, a people loaded with guilt, a
brood of evildoets, children given to cortuption”
(Yeshayahu 1:4). If when they are corrupt they are
called "children", when they are not corrupt, how
much more so!
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7. B. Chagiga 3a

He further expounded: Thou hast avouched the Lotrd
this day . . . and the Lord has avouched thee

this day. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Israel:
You have made me a unique object of your

love in the world, and I shall make you a unique
object of My love in the world.
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8. Mechilta DR Yishmael Mishpatim 20

"And you will be holy before me" (Shemot 22:30) —
R. Yishmael said, "when you are holy, you will be
mine"
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