Who's Who in the Talmud
R. Yochanan Part 1

I. Quick Facts

e Full name is R. Yochanan bar Nafcha —i.e. "son of a blacksmith"

e Lived in Israel, died c. 279

e Is attributed to have compiled the Talmud Yerushalmi

e Mentioned thousands of times in Rabbinic literature

II. Life of R. Yochanan

1. B. Kiddushin 31b

R. Johanan said: Happy is he who has not seen them
[his parents for the obligation of honoring them is so
great]. R. Johanan's father died when his mother
conceived him, and his mother died when she bore
him.
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2. B. Yoma 82b

There was a woman with child who had smelt [a
dish]. People came before Rabbi [questioning him
what should be done]. He said to them: Go and
whisper to her that it is the Day of Atonement. They
whispered to her and she accepted the whispered
suggestion, whereupon he [Rabbi] cited about her the
verse: Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee.
From her came forth R. Johanan.
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3. B. Berachot 20a

R. Johanan was accustomed to go and sit at the gates
of the bathing place. He said: When the daughters of
Israel come up from bathing they look at me and
they have children as handsome as I am. Said the
Rabbis to him: Is not the Master afraid of the evil
eyer — He replied: I come from the seed of Joseph,
over whom the evil eye has no power, as it is written,
Joseph is a fruitful vine, a fruitful vine above the eye,
and R. Abbahu said with regard to this, do not read
'ale "ayin, but 'ole 'ayin'.
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4. B. Ta'anit 21a

Ilfa and R. Johanan studied together the Torah and
they found themselves in great want and they said
one to another, Let us go and engage in commerce so
that of us may be fulfilled the verse, Howbeit there
shall be no need among you. They went and sat
down under a ruinous wall and while they were
having their meal two ministering angels came and R.
Johanan overheard one saying to the other, Let us
throw this wall upon these [people] and kill them,
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because they forsake life eternal and occupy
themselves with life temporal. The other [angel]
replied: Leave them alone because one of them has
still much to achieve. R. Johanan heatd this but Ilfa
did not. Whereupon R. Johanan said to llfa, Master,
have you heard anything? He replied: No. Thereupon
R. Johanan said to himself: Seeing that I heard this
and Ilfa has not, it is evident that I am the one who
still has much to achieve. R. Johanan then said to
Ilfa: I will go back, that of me may be fulfilled, For
the poor shall never cease out of the land. Thereupon
R. Johanan went back but Ilfa did not. When |[at last]
Ilfa returned, R. Johanan was already presiding over
the school, and the scholars said to him: Had you
remained here and studied the Torah you might have
been presiding. Ilfa then suspended himself from the
mast of a ship and exclaimed, If there is any one who
will ask me a question from the Baraithas of R. Hiyya
and R. Hoshaiah and I fail to elucidate it from the
Mishnah then I will throw myself down and be
drowned [in the sea]. And an old man came forward
and cited the following Baraitha: If a man [in his last
will and testament] declares, Give a shekel weekly to
my sons, but actually they needed a sela' then they
should be given a sela’; but if he declared, Give them
a shekel only, then they should be given a shekel. If,
however, he declared, On their death others should
inherit [their allowance] in their stead, then whether
he has declared 'give' or 'give only' they are given a
shekel only. He replied: This is in accordance with
the view of R. Meir who said: It is a duty to carry out
the will of a dying man.
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5. B. Hullin 95b

Rav used to regard a ferry-boat as a sign. Samuel a
[passage in a] book, and R. Johanan [a verse quoted)]
by a child. During the lifetime of Rav, R. Johanan
used to address him thus in his letters: Greetings to
our Master in Babylon! After Rav's death R. Johanan
used to address Samuel thus: Greetings to our
colleague in Babylon! Said Samuel to himself, 'Is
there nothing in which I am his master'» He
thereupon sent [to R. Johanan]| the calculations for
the intercalation of months for sixty years. Said [R.
Johanan], 'He only knows mere calculations'. So he
[Samuel] wrote out and sent [R. Johanan]| thirteen
camel loads of questions concerning doubtful cases
of trefah. Said [R. Johanan], 'It is clear that I have a
Master in Babylon; I must go and see him'. So he said
to a child, "Tell me the [last] verse you have learnt'.
He answered: "Now Samuel was dead'. Said [R.
Johanan], "This means that Samuel has died'. But it
was not the case; Samuel was not dead then, and [this
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happened] only that R. Johanan should not trouble
himself.

6. B. Hullin 147b

He [R. Johanan] then enquired, "Who is the head of
the Academy in Babylon'? 'Abba Arika' (reference to
being tall), he replied. 'And you simply call him Abba
Arika'l said [R. Johanan]. 'T remember when I was
sitting before Rabbi, seventeen rows behind Rav,
seeing sparks of fire leaping from the mouth of
Rabbi into the mouth of Rav and from the mouth of
Rav into the mouth of Rabbi, and I could not
understand what they were saying; and you simply

call him Abba Arika!'
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7. B. Berachot 5b

R. Johanan says: Leprosy and [the lack of] children
are not chastisements of love. But is leprosy not a
chastisement of love? Is it not taught: If a man has
one of these four symptoms of leprosy, it is nothing
else but an altar of atonement? — They are an altar
of atonement, but they are not chastisements of love.
If you like, I can say: This [teaching of the Baraitha]
is ours [in Babylonia], and that [saying of R. Johanan|
is theirs [in Palestine]. If you like, I can say: This
[teaching of the Baraitha] refers to hidden [leprosy],
that [saying of R. Johanan] refers to a case of visible
[leprosy]. But is [the lack of] children not a
chastisement of love? How is this to be understood?
Shall I say that he had children and they died? Did
not R. Johanan himself say: This is the bone of my
tenth son? — Rather [say then] that the former
saying refers to one who never had children, the
latter to one who had children and lost them.

R. Hiyya b. Abba fell ill and R. Johanan went in to
visit him. He said to him: Are your sufferings
welcome to you? He replied: Neither they nor their
reward. He said to him: Give me your hand. He gave

him his hand and he raised him.

R. Johanan once fell ill and R. Hanina went in to visit
him. He said to him: Are your sufferings welcome to
your He replied: Neither they nor their reward. He
said to him: Give me your hand. He gave him his
hand and he raised him. Why could not R. Johanan
raise himself? — They replied: The prisoner cannot
free himself from jail.

R. Eleazar fell ill and R. Johanan went in to visit him.
He noticed that he was lying in a dark room, and he
bared his arm and light radiated from it. Thereupon
he noticed that R. Eleazar was weeping, and he said
to him: Why do you weep? Is it because you did not
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study enough Torah? Surely we learnt: The one who
sacrifices much and the one who sacrifices little have
the same merit, provided that the heart is directed to
heaven. Is it perhaps lack of sustenance? Not
everybody has the privilege to enjoy two tables. Is it
perhaps because of [the lack of] children? This is the
bone of my tenth son! — He replied to him: I am
weeping on account of this beauty that is going to rot
in the earth. He said to him: On that account you
surely have a reason to weep; and they both wept. In
the meanwhile he said to him: Are your sufferings
welcome to you? — He replied: Neither they nor
their reward. He said to him: Give me your hand, and
he gave him his hand and he raised him.
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