Economics and Social Justice in Jewish Law
Part 7: Tikkun Olam

1a. M. Gittin 4:2

In former times a man was allowed to bring
together a beth din wherever he was and
cancel the get. Rabban Gamaliel the Elder,
however, laid down a rule that this should
not be done, so as for Tikkun Olam.

Originally the husband was allowed to give
[in the get] an adopted name of himself or of
his wife, or an adopted town of himself or of
his wife. Rabban Gamaliel the Elder made a
regulation that he should write, 'the man so-
and-so or by what ever names he is known,’

'the woman so-and-so or by whatever names
she is known,' for Tikkun Olam.

1b. B. Gittin 33a

FOR TIKKUN OLAM, What is referred to?
— R. Johanan said: To illegitimacy. Resh
Lakish said: To prevent wife-desertion. 'R.
Johanan said to prevent illegitimacy,' for he
held with R. Nahman who said [that the Get
could be cancelled] before [a Beth din of]
two: [the proceedings] of two are not
generally known, so she, not having heard
and not knowing [that the Get is cancelled]
might go and marry again, and bear
illegitimate children. 'Resh Lakish said to
prevent wife-desertion,’ for he again held
with R. Shesheth who said [that he has to
cancel it] before [a Beth din of] three. The
proceedings of three are generally known, so
she hearing and knowing [that the Get was
cancelled] would remain unmarried, and we
have therefore to save her from being a
deserted wife.
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2. M. Gittin 4:3

A widow has [by rights] no power to recover
[her kethubah] from the property of orphans
save on taking an oath. But they [the
Rabbis] refrained from imposing an oath on
her. Rabban Gamaliel the elder thereupon
made a regulation that she should take any
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vow which the orphans chose to impose on
her and so recover her kethubah. and
[similarly] witnesses sign their names to a get
for Tikkun Olam. Hillel the elder also
instituted the prosbul for Tikkun Olam.

3a. B. Gittin 36a

HILLEL INSTITUTED THE PROSBUL.
We have learnt elsewhere: A prosbul
prevents the remission of debts [in the
Sabbatical year]. This is one of the
regulations made by Hillel the Elder. For he
saw that people were unwilling to lend
money to one another and disregarded the
precept laid down in the Torah, Beware that
there he not a base thought in thine heart
saying, etc. He therefore decided to institute
the prosbul. The text of the prosbul is as
follows: 'I hand over to you, So-and-so, the
judges in such-and-such a place, [my bonds],
so that I may be able to recover any money
owing to me from So-and-so at any time I
shall desire'; and the prosbul was to be
signed by the judges or witnesses.

3b. B. Gitten 36b-37a

What is the meaning of the word 'prosbul'?
— R. Hisda says: Pruz buli u-buti. Buli
means the rich, as it is written, And I will
break the pride of your power, and R. Joseph
explained: These are the bula'oth in Judah.
Buti means the poor, as it is written, Thou
shalt surely lend him sufficient.
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4. M. Gittin 4:4

If a man makes his slave security [for a debt]
to another man and he emancipates him, in
strict justice the slave is not liable for
anything [i.e. to pay for his freedom], but for
Tikkun Olam his master is compelled to
emancipate him. and he gives a bond for his
purchase price. Rabban Simeon b. Gamaliel
says that he does not give a bond but he
emancipates him.
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5. M. Gittin 4:5

One who is half a slave and half free works
for his master and for himself alternate days.
This was the ruling of Beth Hillel. Beth
Shammai said: you have made matters right
for the master but not for the slave. Itis
impossible for him to marry a female slave
because he is already half free. Itis
impossible for him to marry a free woman
because he is half a slave. shall he then
remain unmarried? But was not the world
only made to be populated, as it says, he
created it not a waste, he formed it to be
inhabited? For Tikkun Olam, therefore, his
master is compelled to liberate him and he
gives him a bond for half his purchase price.
Beth Hillel thereupon retracted [their
opinion and] ruled like Beth Shammai.

7 NIYN T P9 PV NN MYN .5

DY 129 DX T2W PN 12 PIN TIY PSNYOND
9 Y9IN YON N2 92T TOX DY 1ISY NN THNX
DNIPN XY IMNSY NNY 127 NN DMPN ONHY N2
N2 PN J2 PN 2OV IWOAN ON NINAY RO
ND N DD T2Y PN 92OY IWIN N PN
TPYYI) ININIY AN MY RONX OO W NI
PN 79N NON NN NAYD NN NN NY (070D
2719 PN 12 OHIMN AV 129 DX PN DWW
127D MMNY 55N NP2 N PHRTOINN DY OV
DONPY M2

6. M. Gittin 4:6

Captives should not be redeemed for more
than their value, for Tikkun Olam. Captives
should not be helped to escape, for Tikkun
Olam. Rabban Simeon b. Gamaliel says [that
the reason is] to prevent the ill-treatment of
tellow captives. Neither should scrolls of the
law, phylacteries and mezuzoth be bought

from heathens at more than their value, for
Tikkun Olam.
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7. M. Gittin 4:7

If a man divorces his wife because of ill
fame, he must not remarry her. If because
she makes a vow, he must not remarry her.
R. Judah says: [if he divorces her| for vows
which she made publicly, he may not
remarry her, but if for vows which she did
not make publicly, he may remarry her. R.
Meir says, [if he divorces her] for a vow
which requires the investigation of a sage, he
may not remarry her, but if for one which
does not require the investigation of a sage,
he may remarry her. R. Eliezer says that one
was only forbidden on account of the other.
R. Jose son of R. Judah said: a case happened
in Sidon of 2 man who said to his wife,
konam, if I do not divorce you, and he did
divorce her, and the sages permitted him to

T AIVN T PID PV NIDN MYN .7

DIVN N XY Y7 DY DIVN INUN NN NIXINN
12 TPV ITIHI AN NTIN 229 PN XY 9T
1990 D29 12 W XOYY MY RY D119
IINY KD OON NVPPN TIAXY 1T 9 ININ PR
IIWOIN T AN TN OON NPPN PINIRY)
9209 527 9IN DT N9 NIN N1 DN NY

DR INYNRD IIRY TN YN NWYN NI
D5 12 PN NYIN YN OPN DN

: D2V PN M9 MY

Economics and Social Justice: Tikkun Olam
Ravbi Joshua Yuter — www.JoshYuter.com




remarry her — all this for Tikkun Olam.

8. M. Gittin 4:9

If a2 man sells his field to a heathen, he has to
buy [yearly] the firstfruits from him and
bring them to Jerusalem, for Tikkun Olam.
L.e., to deter people from selling their land to
heathens, or to stimulate them to redeem it if
they have sold it.
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9. B. Gittin 5:3

And for the betterment of property [during
wrongful tenure] [and payment] for the
maintenance [by a man's heirs| of his widow
and daughters is not enforced from
mortgaged property, for Tikkun Olam.

The finder of a lost article cannot be
required to take an oath, for Tikkun Olam.
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10. M. Gittin 9:4

The following three bills of divorce are
invalid but if a woman marties on the
strength of them the child [born of such
marriage] is legitimate: [one.] if the husband
wrote it with his own hand but it was
attested by no witnesses; [a second]. If there
are witnesses to it but no date; [a third,] if it
has a date but the signature of only one
witness. These three bills of divorce are
invalid, but if she marties the child is
legitimate. R. Eleazar, however, says that
even though it was not attested by witnesses
at all, so long as he gave it to her in the
presence of witnesses it is valid, and on the
strength of it she may recover her Kethubah
from mortgaged property, since signatures of
witnesses are required on the get for Tikkun
Olam.
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11. T. Terumot 1:13

If a minor tells someone in the marketplace,
"feed me from the tithing", we feed him
from Tikkun Olam.
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