Economics and Social Justice in Jewish Law
Part 4: Social Welfare Programs

1. Biblical Sources

1. Vayikra 25:35

If one of your countrymen becomes
poor and is unable to support himself
among you, help him as you would an
alien or a temporary resident, so he can
continue to live among you.

12 :N9 PH9NIPN .1
7272 DPIND) TAY T NV PN TIN] 2I)
TRy D) VI

2. Vayikra 19:9-10

When you reap the harvest of your
land, do not reap to the very edges of
your field or gather the gleanings of
your harvest. 10 Do not go over your
vineyard a second time or pick up the
grapes that have fallen. Leave them for
the poor and the alien. I am the LORD
your God
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3. Devarim 24:19

When you are harvesting in your field
and you overlook a sheaf, do not go
back to get it. Leave it for the alien, the
fatherless and the widow, so that the
LORD your God may bless you in all
the work of your hands.
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4. Devarim 15:7-11

If there is a poor man among your
brothers in any of the towns of the land
that the LORD your God is giving you,
do not be hardhearted or tightfisted
toward your poor brother. Rather be
openhanded and freely lend him
whatever he needs. Be careful not to
harbor this wicked thought: "The
seventh year, the year for canceling
debts, is near," so that you do not show
ill will toward your needy brother and
give him nothing. He may then appeal
to the LORD against you, and you will
be found guilty of sin. Give generously
to him and do so without a grudging
heart; then because of this the LORD
your God will bless you in all your work
and in everything you put your hand to.
There will always be poor people in the
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land. Therefore I command you to be
openhanded toward your brothers and
toward the poor and needy in your
land.

I1. Rabbinic Ethics

5. B. Sotah 14a

R. Hama son of R. Hanina further said:
What means the text: Ye shall walk
after the Lord your God? (Devarim
13:5) Is it, then, possible for a human
being to walk after the Shechinah; for
has it not been said: For the Lord thy
God is a devouring fire? (Devarim 4:24)
But [the meaning is] to walk after the
attributes of the Holy One, blessed be
He. As He clothes the naked, for it is
written: And the Lord God made for
Adam and for his wife coats of skin,
and clothed them, (Bereishit 3:21) so
do thou also clothe the naked.
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6. M. Avot 5:10

There are four types of character in
men: he that says: 'mine is mine, and
thine is thine': this is a neutral type
some say this is a sodom-type of
character: [he that says:] 'mine is thine
and thine is mine' is an unlearned
person; [he that says:] mine is thine
and thine is thine," is a pious man; [he
that says:] 'mine is mine, and thine is
mine,' is a wicked man.
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II1. Parameters

7. Rambam Gifts to the Poor 7:13
The poor who are closest to you take
precedence over all other people. For
example, the poor of one's household
take precedence over the poor of his
town. The poor of his town take
precedence over the poor of another
town.
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8. B. Ketuvot 67b
Our Rabbis taught: 'Sufficient for his
need' [implies] you are commanded to
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maintain him, but you are not
commanded to make him rich; 'in that
which he wanteth' [includes] even a
horse to ride upon and a slave to run
before him. It was related about Hillel
the Elder that he bought for a certain
poor man who was of a good family a
horse to ride upon and a slave to run
before him. On one occasion he could
not find a slave to run before him, so he
himself ran before him for three miles.

Our Rabbis taught: It once happened
that the people of Upper Galilee bought
for a poor member of a good family of
Sepphoris a pound of meat every day.
'A pound of meat'! What is the
greatness in this? — R. Huna replied:
[1t was] a pound of fowl's meat. And if
you prefer I might say: [They
purchased] ordinary meat for a pound
[of money]. R. Ashi replied: The place
was a small village and everyday a beast
had to be spoiled for his sake.
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9. Rambam Gifts of the Poor 10:7
There are eight levels of charity, one
greater than the next. The highest level
which has none above it is to
strengthen a Jew's hand and to give
him a gift or loan or to partner with
him or to find him some work such that
his hand is strengthened to the point
where he does not need to ask other
people.
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10. B. Pesachim 113a

Rab said to R. Kahana: Deal in
carcasses, but do not deal in words; flay
carcasses in the market place and earn
wages and do not say, 'I am a priest and
a great man and it is beneath my
dignity.
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11. B. Bava Batra 9a

R. Yehuda says, if someone asked for
clothing, we inquire after him, but do
not inquire if he requested food.
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12. M. Pe'ah 8:8-9
He who possesses two hundred zuz,
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may not take 'gleanings', the forgotten
sheaf, pe'ah or the poor man's tithe. if
he possesses two hundred minus one
denar, then even if a thousand [men]
each give him [one zuz], he may accept.
If his property is mortgaged unto his
creditors or to the kethubah of his wife,
he may accept. They cannot compel
him to sell his house or his tools.

If a man possesses fifty zuz and he uses
them for his business, he must not take
[the poor gifts]. Whoever does not need
to take [charity] and yet takes, will not
depart from this world before being
actually in need of his fellow-men; but
he who needs to take and does not take,
will not die before he will have come in
old age to support others from his own
[bounty]. Concerning him the verse
says: blessed be the man who trusteth
in the lord and whose hope is the lord.

GON DN T 90N DINNND D PN Y IWYN)
2¥25 DIVINN PN DIV MY N NNND D PIN)
PAMNN PR DIV 113790 INYN N2INDD NN
SNV YYD NN INA NN NOND ININ

1 DN JNNI XY XN 3T DOWNHN YD VWD
1IN SV DNV IS IPRY M) D) DIV XY MY
) D) NPT TIVNOY TY DIV I V)

TY TIPIN )2 NN INX DO VNI VY PINY
1D TN ININ PO DWN DINN DINDY
121 3NV N M /N NV IUN 123N T2 (D
TN NI IORY I I INNNRD NN PT YTV P17
N ONN THND INY TYIVI NDD NI NDID KDY
DY127) /NIY DN TAND MY TY NMIPIN I DN
NOMY TNV NPIDY PYT D) NTIN PIN PN (3L
NI PIYY TY MIPIN 2 DN IONX PTN NN

Y THIYN YD RPN KD TNIYY (0 MINY) TNV
2 DNPO

13. B. Ketuvot 67b

When he [mar ukva] was about to die
he requested, 'Bring me my charity
accounts'. Finding that seven thousand
of Sijan [gold] denarii were entered
therein he exclaimed, 'The provisions
are scanty and the road is long', and he
forthwith distributed half of his wealth.
But how could he do such a thing? Has
not R. Elai stated: It was ordained at
Usha that if a man wishes to spend
liberally he should not spend more
than a fifth?— This applies only during
a man's lifetime, since he might thereby
be impoverished but after death this
does not matter.
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14. B. Gittin 7b
Mar Zutra said, even a poor person who
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is supported from charity must give NPT NYY
charity himself.
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