The Politics of Exclusion in Judaism
Part 6: Versus Rambam

1a. Rambam Repentance 3:7

Five types of people are called "minim": 1. Those
who say that there is no God and the world has no
controller 2. Those who say there is a controller, but
there are two or more 3. Those who say there is one
Lord, but that he has a body or icon 4. Similatly,
those who say there that he alone was not the first
and former of everything 5. And similarly, those who
worship the stars, constellations so that they can be
intermediaries between him and God. Any of these
five types of people are called "min"

1b. Ra'avad's Gloss

Regarding those who say God has a body — why are
these people called "min" where many people bigger
and better follow in this path based on what they
have seen in the textual sources and more from what
has seen in the homilies which challenge the
knowledge.
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2. Rashbam Bereishit 48:8

And Israel saw — even though it is written "he could
not see", it is possible to see the form of a person
and yet not recognize the features of his face, as it
says "a man cannot see my face and live."
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3. R. Isaac Ibn Latif (13th Century)

The First Created Being, may He be blessed, knows everything by virtue of His essence, for He is everywhere
and everything is in Him...and all beings exist through him by way of emanation and evolvement, and

nothing exists outside of him.

4. Bereishit 19:21
He said to him, “Very well, I will grant this request
too; I will not overthrow the town you speak of.

R. David Kimchi (Radak)

It seems from here that when God sends angels, he
gives them permission to add or subtract slightly
from their mission as they see fit and understand, for
they are creatures of intelligence.
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5a. Devarim 17:11

Act according to whatever they teach you and the
decisions they give you. Do not turn aside from what
they tell you, to the right or to the left.

5b. Rambam Mamrim 1:2

Whoever does not follow the teachings of the sages
violates a negative commandment, for it says, "do
not turn aside from what they tell you, to the right or
to the left" —and we do not give lashes for violating
this prohibition for it was given as a warning for
capital punishment, for any sage who rebels against
their words is punished by strangulation...and this
applies for things taught from oral tradition, or for
those things derived from the exegetical methods and
it seems in their eyes that such is the law, and this
applies for any decree which was enacted as a fence
for the Torah or what the hour (situation) requires
including the decrees, enactments, and customs, for
all of these three categories there is a positive
commandment to listen to the sages, and whoever
violates them transgresses a negative prohibition. ..

5c. Ramban Devarim 17:11

...And the need for this commandment is great, for
the Torah was given to us in writing, and it is known
that it cannot be compared to every new thing, and
behold disputes have arisen and turned the Torah
into two. And this verse provides (lit. "cuts") the law
that the Great Court which stands before God at the
place of his choosing everything which was said
explicitly in the Torah, whether they received the
interpretation from Moshe from God, or if they said
it themselves based on the text's intention, for by
their knowledge, God gives the Torah. Even if it
seems in your eyes that they confuse right and left,
and certainly if they say right is right, for the spirit of
God is on my servants and will not leave his
followers, and thus he will protect them from erring
and from stumbling...
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