Who's Who in the Talmud
R. Meir

I. Quick Facts

e Fourth Generation Tanna, (139-163), Buried in Teveria
e Mentioned over 3500 times in Rabbinic literature
e Student of R. Akiva, close with teacher R. Elisha Ben Avuyah aka Acher

II. Personal Life

1. B. Gittin 56a

He [the Emperor| sent against them Nero the
Caesar. As he was coming he shot an arrow
towards the east, and it fell in Jerusalem. He then
shot one towards the west, and it again fell in
Jerusalem. He shot towards all four points of the
compass, and each time it fell in Jerusalem. He said
to a certain boy: Repeat to me [the last] verse of
Scripture you have learnt. He said: And I will lay
my vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my
people Israel. He said: The Holy One, blessed be
He, desires to lay waste his House and to lay the
blame on me. So he ran away and became a
proselyte, and R. Meir was descended from him
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2. B. Berachot 10a

There were once some highwaymen in the
neighborhood of R. Meir who caused him a great
deal of trouble. R. Meir accordingly prayed that
they should die. His wife Beruria said to him: How
do you make out [that such a prayer should be
permitted]? Because it is written Let hatta'im cease?
Is it written hot'im? It is written hatta'im! Further,
look at the end of the verse: and let the wicked
men be no more. Since the sins will cease, there
will be no more wicked men! Rather pray for them
that they should repent, and there will be no more
wicked. He did pray for them, and they repented.
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3. B. Niddah 24b

And should you suggest that Abba Saul was a
dwarf [it may be mentioned that] Abba Saul was
the tallest man in his generation, and R. Tarfon
reached to his shoulder and that R. Tarfon was the
tallest man in his generation and R. Meir reached
to his shoulder...
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ITI. Professional Life

4. B. Sanhedrin 13b-14a

Cannot one man alone ordain? Did not Rav Judah
say in Rav's name: 'May this man indeed be
remembered for blessing — his name is R. Judah
b. Baba; were it not for him, the laws of kenas
would have been forgotten in Israel.' Forgotten?
Then they could have been learned. But these laws
might have been abolished; because once the
wicked Government, [as an act of religious
persecution], decreed that whoever erformed an
ordination should be put to death, and whoever
received ordination should he put to death, the city
in which the ordination took place demolished,
and the boundaries wherein it had been performed,
uprooted. What did R. Judah b. Baba do? He went
and sat between two great mountains, [that lay]
between two large cities; between the Sabbath
boundaries of the cities of Usha and Shefaram4
and there ordained five elders: viz., R. Meir, R.
Judah, R. Simeon, R. Jose and R. Eliezer b.
Shamua'. R. Awia adds also R. Nehemia in the list.
As soon as their enemies discovered them he
[R.J.b.B.] urged them: 'My children, flee.' They said
to him, "What will become of thee, Rabbi?' 'T lie
before them like a stone which none [is concerned
to] overturn,' he replied. It was said that the enemy
did not stir from the spot until they had driven
three hundred iron spear-heads into his body,
making it like a sieve. — With R. Judah b. Baba
were in fact some others, but in honor to him, they
were not mentioned.

Was R. Meir indeed ordained by R. Judah b. Baba?
Did not Ravbah b. Bar Hannah say in R. Johanan's
name: He who asserts that R. Meir was not
ordained by R. Akiba is certainly in error? — R.
Akiba had indeed ordained him, but the ordination
was not acceptable; (Rashi due to his age) while R.
Judah b. Baba's later ordination, on the other hand,
was accepted.
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5. B. Gittin 4a

R. Ashi said: Shall I tell you who the authority [of
the Mishnah] is? It is R. Judah, as shown by the
following Mishnah: R. Judah declares the Get
invalid unless it has been both written and signed
on something not attached to the soil. Why did we
not at the outset declare R. Judah to be the
authority? — We tried if possible [to base
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ourselves on the authority of] R. Meir because,
where a Mishnah is stated anonymously [its author
is] R. Meir.

6. B. Eiruvin 13b

R. Aha b. Hanina said: It is revealed and known
before Him Who spoke and the world came into
existence, that in the generation of R. Meir there
was none equal to him; then why was not the
halachah fixed in agreement with his views?
Because his colleagues could not fathom the
depths of his mind, for he would declare the
ritually unclean to be clean and supply plausible
proof, and the ritually clean to be unclean and also

supply plausible proof.
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7. B. Sotah 49a
When R. Meir died, the composers of fables
ceased.
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8. B. Megillah 18b

Ravbah b. Bar Hanah said in the name of R.
Johanan, It is forbidden to write one letter save
from a copy'. The following was cited in
opposition to this: 'It happened once that R. Meir
went to prolong the year in Assia, and there was no
Megillah there and he wrote one out by heart'.!
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9. B. Horayot 13b

Whenever R. Simeon b. Gamaliel entered all the
people stood up for him; when R. Meir and R.
Nathan entered all the people stood up for them also.
Said R. Simeon b. Gamaliel: Should there be no
distinction between my [office] and theirs? And so he
issued that ordinance. [i.e. that When the Nasi enters,
all the people rise and do not resume their seats until
he requests them to sit. When the Ab-beth-din
enters, one row rises on one side and another row on
the other [and they remain standing] until he has sat
down in his place.] R. Meir and R. Nathan were not
present on that day. Coming on the following day
and seeing that the people did not rise for them as
usual, they inquired as to what had happened. On
being told that R. Simeon b. Gamaliel had issued that
ordinance, R. Meir said to R. Nathan, 'T am the
Hinkam and you are the Ab-heth-din, let us retaliate.
Now, how are we to proceed against him? — Let us
request him to discourse upon the tractate of 'Ukzin
with which he is unfamiliar, and as he will be unable
to discourse upon it we shall tell him: Who can
express the mighty acts of the Lord; make all His
praise to he heard; for whom is it becoming to
express the mighty acts of the Lord? For him who
can make all his praise to he heard. We shall then
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depose him and I shall become Ab-beth-din and you
the Nasi.' R. Jacob b. Korshai on hearing this
convetsation said, "The matter might, God forbid,
lead to [the Nasi's] disgrace.' So he went and sat
down behind R. Simeon b. Gamaliel's study,
expounding [the tractate of "Uksin], and repeating it
again and again. He said, "What could this mean? Did
anything, God forbid, happen at the college!' He
concentrated his attention and familiarized himself
with it. On the following day when they said to him,
"Will the Master come and discoutse on 'Uksin', he
began and discoursed upon it. After he had finished
he said to them, 'Had I not familiarized myself with
it, you would have disgraced me!' He gave the order
and they were removed from the college. Thereupon
they wrote down scholastic difficulties on slips of
paper which they threw into the college. That which
he solved was disposed of and as to those which he
did not solve they wrote down the answers and threw
them in. Said R. Jose to them: The Torah is without
and we are within! Said R. Simeon b. Gamaliel to
them: We shall re-admit them but impose upon them
this penalty, that no traditional statement shall be
reported in their names. [As a result] R. Meir was
designated 'others', and R. Nathan 'some say'. In their
dreams they received a message to go and pacify R.
Simeon b. Gamaliel. R. Nathan went; R. Meir did
not, for he said: Dreams are of no consequence.
When R. Nathan came, R. Simeon b. Gamaliel
remarked to him: The honoRavle position of your
father has indeed helped you to become Ab-beth-din;
shall we therefore make you also Nasi? Rabbi taught
his son R. Simeon: Others say that if it had been an
exchanged beast it would not have been sacrificed.
The latter said to him: Who are those whose waters
we drink but whose names we do not mention?
Rabbi answered him: These are men who wished to
uproot your dignity and the dignity of your father's
house. His son said to him: As well their love, as
their hatred and their envy is long ago perished!
Rabbi said to him, The enemy has disappeared; the
swords are forever. The other said to him: This
applies only to the case where their actions were
successful; in the case of these Rabbis, however, their
actions were not successful. Subsequently he
repeated his lesson [as follows]: It was said in the
name of R. Meir that if it had been an exchanged
beast it would not have been sacrificed. Rava said:
Even Rabbi who was unassuming used the ex
pression, 'it was said in the name of R. Meit', and did
not say 'R. Meir said'.
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Rabbi Dostai ben Yannai said in the name of Rabbi Meir: He who forgets one word of his study,
Scripture regards him as though he was liable for his life; for it is written (Deuteronomy 4:9) "But take
care and watch yourselves closely, so as not to forget the things that your eyes have seen." Could this
apply even if a man's study was too hard for him? Scripture says (ibid.): "Nor to let them slip from your
mind all the days of your life." Thus a person is not guilty unless he deliberately puts those lessons away
from his heart.
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Rabbi Meir said: Engage little in business but occupy yourself with Torah. Be humble in spirit before all
men. If you neglect Torah many causes for neglecting it will present themselves to you; but if you labor
in Torah then G-d has abundant reward to give you.
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B. Kiddushin 81a

R. Meir used to scoff at transgressors. [He maintained that they could easily subdue their evil desires if
they wished.] One day Satan appeared to him in the guise of a woman on the opposite bank of the river.
As there was no ferry, he seized the rope [Rashi: a rope stretched from bank to bank over a plank
bridge.] and proceeded across. When he had reached half way along the rope, he [Satan] let him go [By
resuming his normal shape he freed him from temptation| saying: 'Had they not proclaimed in Heaven,
"Take heed of R. Meir and his learning," I would have valued your life at two ma'ahs.'
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