Who's Who in the Talmud
R. Akiva Part IV — Death of R. Akiva

1. B. Yevamot 108b

They hired a man for four hundred zuz, and
[through him] they addressed the enquiry to R.
Akiva in prison, and he stated that she was
forbidden.
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2. B. Pesachim 112a

Five things did R. Akiba charge R. Simeon b.
Yohai when he was immured in prison. He [the
latter] said to him, ‘Master, teach me Torah.” ‘T will
not teach you,” he replied. ‘If thou wilt not teach
me,  said he, ‘I will tell my father Yohai and he will
deliver thee to the state.” ‘My son,” answered he,
‘more than the calf wishes to suck does the cow
desire to suckle.” Said he to him, “Yet who is in
danger: surely the calf is in danger!” Said he to him:
‘If you wish to be strangled, be hanged on a large
tree, and when you teach your son, teach him from
a corrected scroll.” (What is that? Said Raba, —
others state, R. Mesharsheya: A new one, for once
an error has entered, it remains.)

N 1Y 259 97 0NV NN Y2 Nnvn .2

MY 12 PYHY 27 NN NDPY 127 MY DT VNN
79,027 110 N PNORN N2 vIan dNIYI

DNN PN ON 9 N .TTHONOPN : IIN .NNN

AN .DONY TIDII NAX YNPY IIIN NN - 0TIIN
LPIND NN N9 PID NN DYDY NN INY Y
DN 1Y 9N .1IDDA DIY XD 1113502 70) 19 IIN
NN TN NNNRYIY 91T 1982 1o - PINdY nwpa
NDITPNY N2 N 7N ORD . 1902 INTID - T
DY - HYT PO RNYAY  RNTNA : NOWIYH 1

3. M. Yevamot 12:5

If [a sister-in-law] performed halizah in the
presence of two or three men and one of them was
discovered to be a relative or one in any other way
unfit [to act as judge], her halizah is invalid; but r.
Simeon and R. Johanan ha-sandelar declare it valid.
Furthermore, it once happened that a man
submitted to halizah privately between himself and

herself in a prison, and when the case came before
R. Akiba he declared the halizah valid.
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4. B. Sanhedrin 12a

R. Simeon said: It once happened that R. Akiva,
when kept in prison, intercalated three years in
succession. The Rabbis, however, retorted: 'Is that
your proof? The court sat and intercalated each
year at its proper time.'
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5. B. Eiruvin 21b

Our Rabbis taught: R. Akiva was once confined in
a prison-house and R. Joshua the grits-maker was
attending on him. Every day, a certain quantity of
water was brought in to him. On one occasion he
was met by the prison keeper who said to him,
"Your water to-day is rather much; do you perhaps
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require it for undermining the prison?' He poured
out a half of it and handed to him the other half.
When he came to R. Akiva the latter said to him,
"Joshua, do you not know that I am an old man
and my life depends on yours?' When the latter
told him all that had happened [R. Akiva] said to
him, 'Give me some water to wash my hands'. It
will not suffice for drinking', the other complained,
'will it suffice for washing your hands?' "What can I
do', the former replied: 'when for [neglecting] the
words of the Rabbis one deserves death? It is
better that I myself should die than that I should
transgress against the opinion of my colleagues'. It
was related that he tasted nothing until the other
had brought him water wherewith to wash his
hands. When the Sages heard of this incident they
remarked: 'If he was so [scrupulous] in his old age
how much more must he have been so in his
youth; and if he so [behaved] in a prison-house
how much more [must he have behaved in such a
manner| when not in a prison-house'.
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6. B. Pesachim 69a

It was taught, R. Eliezer said to him: 'Akiva, you
have refuted me by shechitah,' by shechitah shall
be his death!'
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7. B. Berachot 61b

Our Rabbis taught: Once the wicked Government
issued a decree forbidding the Jews to study and
practise the Torah. Pappus b. Judah came and
found R. Akiva publicly bringing gatherings
together and occupying himself with the Torah. He
said to him: Akiva, are you not afraid of the
Government? He replied: I will explain to you with
a parable. A fox was once walking alongside of a
river, and he saw fishes going in swarms from one
place to another. He said to them: From what are
you fleeing? They replied: From the nets cast for
us by men. He said to them: Would you like to
come up on to the dry land so that you and I can
live together in the way that my ancestors lived
with your ancestors? They replied: Art thou the
one that they call the cleverest of animals? Thou
art not clever but foolish. If we are afraid in the
element in which we live, how much more in the
element in which we would die! So it is with us. If
such is our condition when we sit and study the
Torah, of which it is written, For that is thy life
and the length of thy days, if we go and neglect it
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how much worse off we shall be! It is related that
soon afterwards R. Akiva was arrested and thrown
into prison, and Pappus b. Judah was also arrested
and imprisoned next to him. He said to him:
Pappus, who brought you here? He replied: Happy
are you, R. Akiva, that you have been seized for
busying yourself with the Torah! Alas for Pappus
who has been seized for busying himself with idle
things! When R. Akiva was taken out for
execution, it was the hour for the recital of the
Shema', and while they combed his flesh with iron
combs, he was accepting upon himself the
kingship of heaven. His disciples said to him: Our
teacher, even to this point? He said to them: All
my days I have been troubled by this verse, 'with
all thy soul', [which I interpret,] 'even if He takes
thy soul'. I said: When shall I have the opportunity
of fulfilling this? Now that I have the opportunity
shall I not fulfil it? He prolonged the word ehad
until he expired while saying it. A bath kol went
forth and proclaimed: Happy art thou, Akiva, that
thy soul has departed with the word ehad! The
ministering angels said before the Holy One,
blessed be He: Such Torah, and such a reward?
[He should have been] from them that die by Thy
hand, O Lord. He replied to them: Their portion is
in life. A bath kol went forth and proclaimed,
Happy art thou, R. Akiva, that thou art destined
for the life of the world to come.
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8. B. Menachot 29b

Then said Moses, 'Lord of the Universe, Thou hast
shown me his Torah, show me his [R. Akiva's]
reward'. "Turn thee round', said He; and Moses
turned round and saw them weighing out his flesh
at the market-stalls. 'Lord of the Universe', cried
Moses, 'such Torah, and such a reward!' He
replied, 'Be silent, for such is My decree'.
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