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I. Where is Gehenom?

1. M.. Avot 5:19
But the students of Bilam the wicked inherit
gehenom and descend into the nethermost pit.
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2. B. Eiruvin 19a

And R. Yirmiyah b. Elazar: there are three
openings to gehenomr: one in the desert, one in
the sea, and one in Jerusalem.
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3. B. Bava Batra 84a

It [the sun is red] at sunrise for it passes by
the roses of the Garden of Eden. Itis red at
night because it passes by the gates of
gehenom. Others reverse the answer.
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4. B. Tamid 32b
The school of Eliyahu taught, gehenum is

above the sky, and some say after it is
darkness.

a2 7Y 1Y 97 PN Noon *vaa NInvn 4
- N WP YO NOYND DI IPIN AT NN
STUN N INRD

5. Midrash Tehillim 90:12

The Garden of Eden is to the right of God,
gebenom is to the left, and the Temple is set
up before him.
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6. B. Nedarim 8b

Now, he differs from R. Simeon b. Lakish,
who said: There is no Gehinnom in the
wortld to come, but the Holy One, blessed be
He, will draw forth the sun from its sheath:
the righteous shall be healed, and the wicked
shall be judged and punished thereby.
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II. Size of Gehenom

7. B. Ta'anit 10a

Our Rabbis taught: Egypt is four hundred
parasangs by four hundred, and it is one
sixtieth of the size of Ethiopia; Ethiopia is
one sixtieth of the world, and the world is
one sixtieth of the Garden [of Eden] and the
Garden is one sixteenth of Eden, and Eden
is one sixtieth of gebenons; thus the whole
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world compared with the Gehenna is but as
a lid to the pot. Some say that Gehenna has
no limit In size; others say that Eden is
without limit.

8. B. Eiruvin 19a

R. Joshua b. Levi has said: What [is the
meaning of]| what is written: Passing through
the valley of Baca they make it a place of
springs; yea, the eatly rain clotheth it with
blessings, ‘passing’ is an allusion to men who
transgress the will of the Holy One, blessed
be He; ‘valley’ [is an allusion to these men]
for whom gehenom is made deep;
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9. B. Shabbat 33a

Rabba Bar Shila said in the name of R.
Hisda: whomever desecrates his mouth,
gebenom is deepened for him. R. Nachman
Bar Yitzchak says, even someone who heard
and was silent.
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ITI. Divisions of Gehenom

10. B. Sotah 10b

Why is ‘my son’ repeated eight times? Seven
to raise him from the seven divisions of
Gehinnom
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11. B. Midrash Tehillim

There are seven houses for the wicked in
gehenom and they are: sheol, abadon,
tzalmavet, eretz tachtit, eretz neshia
(oblivion), gehenom, and duma.
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12. Midrash Mishlei 6

This is the fool who learns Torah and
returns to break down the original, God
repays him to the 14 divisions of gehenom
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IV. The Fire of Gehenom

13. T. Berachot 5:31

R. Yosa said, the fires of gehenom were
created on the second day of creation and
will never be extinguished
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14. B. Chagigah 13b

A fiery stream issued and came forth from
before Him; thousand thousands ministered
unto Him and ten thousand times ten
thousand stood before Him. Whence does it
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come forth? — From the sweat of the ‘living
creatures’, And whither does it pour forth?
R. Zutra b. Tobiah said that Rab said: Upon

the head of the wicked in gehinnom

15. B. Berachot 57b

Five things are a sixtieth part of something
else: namely, fire, honey, Sabbath, sleep and
a dream. Fire is one-sixtieth part of
Gehinnom.
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V. Who is in Gehenom — General?

16. B. Rosh Hashana 16b-17a

It has been taught: Beth Shammai say, There
will be three groups at the Day of Judgment
— one of thoroughly righteous, one of
thoroughly wicked, and one of intermediate.
The thoroughly righteous will forthwith be
inscribed definitively as entitled to
everlasting life; the thoroughly wicked will
forthwith be inscribed definitively as
doomed to Gehinnom...The intermediate
will go down to Gehinnom and cry out and
rise again...Beth Hillel, however, say: He
that abounds in grace inclines [the scales]
towards grace, and of them David said, I
love that the Lord should hear my voice and
my supplication, and on their behalf David
composed the whole of the passage, I was
brought low and he saved me.
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17. B. Hagigah 15a

Aher asked R. Meir [a question], saying to
him: What is the meaning of the verse: God
hath made even the one as well as the other?
He replied: It means that for everything that
God created He created [also] its
counterpart. He created mountains, and
created hills; He created seas, and created
rivers. Said [Aher] to him: R. Akiba, thy
master, did not explain it thus, but [as
follows|: He created righteous, and created
wicked; He created the Garden of Eden, and
created Gehinnom. Everyone has two
portions, one in the Garden of Eden and
one in Gehinnom. The righteous man, being
meritorious, takes his own portions and his
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fellow's portion in the Garden of Eden. The
wicked man, being guilty, takes his own
portion and his fellow's portion in
Gehinnom. R. Mesharsheya said: What is the
Biblical proof for this? In the case of the
righteous, it is written: Therefore in their
land they shall possess double. In the case of
the wicked it is written: And destroy them
with double destruction.

18. B. Brachot 28b

When Rabban Johanan ben Zakkai fell ill, his
disciples went in to visit him. When he saw
them he began to weep. His disciples said to
him...why do you weep? ... and
furthermore when there are two ways before
me, one leading to Paradise and the other to
Gehinnom, and I do not know by which I
shall be taken, shall I not weep?
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19. Bereishit Rabba 20

R. Levi said — in the future God will take the
idolaters and bring them down to gebenom
and say to them. "why did you penalize my
children?" And they will reply, "from them
and them they came" and they will speak ill
of their friends and God will take each one
and bring them down to gebenom.
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20. B. Kiddushin 82b

The best doctors are worthy of gebenom

(M. Kiddushin 4:14)

Rashi Kiddushin 82b

being unafraid of sickness they are haughty
before the Almighty. Again, their treatment
is sometimes fatal; while on the other hand,
by refusing treatment to the poor they may
indirectly cause their death;
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21. B. Bava Metzia 58b

For R. Hanina said: All descend into
Gehenna, excepting three. ‘All’ — can you
really think so! But say thus: All who descend
into Gehenna [subsequently] reascend,
excepting three, who descend but do not
reascend, viz., He who commits adultery
with a married woman, publicly shames his
neighbour, or fastens an evil epithet
[nickname] upon his neighbour. ‘Fastens an
epithet” — but that is putting to shame! —
[It means], Even when he is accustomed to
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the name.

22. B. Bava Mezia 59a
And Rav said, whoever follows the advice of
his wife will go down to gebenom
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23. B. Bava Batra 78b
Any person who has an inflated spirit will fall
to gehenonm.
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24. B. Sotah 41b
R. Elazar says, whomever engages in flattery
will fall to gehenom.
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25. B. Hullin 133a

Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav:
whomever teaches someone who is not
proper will fall to gehenom
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26. B. Avoda Zara 18b
R. Shimon Ben Lakish said, whomever jokes
will fall to gehenom
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27. B. Bava Batra 79a
R. Yonatan said: whoever separates himself
from the words of Torah will fall to gehenom.
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