Current Jewish Questions

Judaism vs. Science

1. B. Shabbat 107b

BUT OTHER ABOMINATIONS, etc. But if one kills them,
he is culpable: which Tanna [holds thus|? Said R. Jeremiah, It
is R. Eliezer. For it was taught, R. Eliezer said: He who kills
vermin on the Sabbath is as though he killed a camel on the
Sabbath. R. Joseph demurred to this: The Rabbis disagree
with R. Eliezer only in respect to vermin, which does not
multiply and increase, but as for other abominations and
creeping things, which multiply and increase, they do not
differ [therein]. And both learn it from none but the rams. R.
Eliezer holds, It is as the rams: just as there was the taking of
life in the case of the rams, so whatever constitutes the taking
of life [is a culpable offence]. While the Rabbis argue, It is as
the rams: just as rams multiply and increase, so are all which
multiply and increase [of account]|. Said Abaye to him, Do

not vermin multiply and increase? But a Master said: "The
Holy One, blessed be He, sits and sustains [all creatures], from

the horns of wild oxen to the eggs of vermin'? — Itisa
species called 'eggs of vermin'.
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2. B. Bechorot 45a

R. Judah related in the name of Samuel: The disciples of R.
Ishmael once dissected the body of a prostitute who had been
condemned to be burnt by the king. They examined and
found two hundred and fifty-two joints and limbs. [They
came and inquired of R. Ishmael: ‘How many joints has the
human body?” He replied to them: “Two hundred and forty-
eight.]” Thereupon they said to him: ‘But we have examined
and found two hundred and fifty-two’» He replied to them:
‘Perhaps you made the postmortem examination on a woman,
in whose case Scripture adds two hinges [in her sexual organ]
and two doors (muscles) of the womb’.

N: 9 519993 Y933 ndn .2
VYN : IRINY DN DTN TN
IPOVY DRYNY 11 DY PTINRONA
,ToNY NOYIY NNNIY NNN TN
DYVNN DINNM N2 INY IPTA
NYNI NDY : DNY N, 00

MY INON NY POV ,0NPT
NDT MY OOPY

3. B. Hullin 51a

A ewe belonging to R. Habiba was seen dragging along its
hind legs. Said R. Yemar, It is suffering from a hip disease.
Rabina demurred, perhaps its spinal cord is severed? It was
thereupon examined and was found to be as Rabina had
thought. Nevertheless the law is in accordance with the view
of R. Yemar, for a hip disease is a common disorder, whereas
the severance of the spinal cord is not common.
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4. B. Sanhedrin 69b

Our Rabbis taught: If a woman sported lewdly with her young
son [a minor], and he committed the first stage of
cohabitation with her, — Beth Shammai say, he thereby
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renders her unfit to the priesthood.4 Beth Hillel declare her
fit. R. Hiyya the son of Rabbah b. Nahmani said in R. Hisda's
name; others state, R. Hisda said in Ze'iri's name: All agree
that the connection of a boy aged nine years and a day is a real
connection; whilst that of one less than eight years is not: their
dispute refers only to one who is eight years old, Beth
Shammai maintaining, We must base our ruling on the earlier
generations, but Beth Hillel hold that we do not. Now,
whence do we know that in the earlier generations [a boy of
eight years| could beget children?
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5a. M. Yevamot 6:6

If a man took a wife and lived with her for ten years and she
bore no child, he may not abstain [any longer from the duty of
propagation]. If he divorced her she is permitted to marry
another, and the second husband may also live with her [no
more than] ten years. if she miscarried [the period of ten
years] is reckoned from the time of her miscarriage.

5b. B. Yevamot 64b

Rab Judah son of R. Samuel b. Shilath stated in the name of
Rab: That was taught only in respect of the early generations
who lived many years. In respect of the later generations,
however, whose years of life are few, only two years and a
half, corresponding to three periods of pregnancy [are
allowed].
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