Rabbinic Thought and Theology

"Mazal"

I. Celestial Bodies

1. B. Berachot 32b

But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and the Lord hath
forgotten me. Is not ‘forsaken’ the same as ‘forgotten’ Resh
Lakish said: The community of Israel said before the Holy One,
blessed be He: Sovereign of the Universe, when a man takes a
second wife after his first, he still remembers the deeds of the
first. Thou hast both forsaken me and forgotten me! The Holy
One, blessed be He, answered her: My daughter, twelve
constellations have I created in the firmament, and for each
constellation I have created thirty hosts, and for each host I
have created thirty legions, and for each legion I have created
thirty cohorts, and for each cohort I have created thirty
maniples, and for each maniple I have created thirty camps, and
to each camp I have attached three hundred and sixty-five
thousands of myriads of stars, corresponding to the days of the
solar year, and all of them I have created only for thy sake, and
thou say, Thou hast forgotten me and forsaken me!
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2. B. Pesachim 94b

Our rabbis taught: The Sages of Israel maintain: The Galgal is
stationary [fixed], while the mazzaloth revolve; while the Sages
of the nations of the world maintain: The Galgal revolves and
the mazzaloth are stationary
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II. How we relate to the Mazalot?
A. Positive

3. B. Shabbat 75a

R. Simeon b. Pazzi said in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi on the
authority of Bar Kappara: He who knows how to calculate the
cvcles and planetary courses, but does not, of him Scripture
saith, but they regard not the work of the Lord, neither have
they considered the operation of his hands. R. Samuel b.
Nahmani said in R. Johanan's name: How do we know that it is
one's duty to calculate the cycles and planetary courses? Because
it is written, for this is your wisdom and understanding in the
sight of the peoples: what wisdom and understanding is in the
sight of the peoples? Say, that it is the science of cycles and
planets.
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4. B. Berachot 59b

Our Rabbis taught: He who sees the sun at its turning point, the
moon in its power, the planets in their orbits, and the signs of
the zodiac in their orderly progress, should say: Blessed be He
who has wrought the work of creation. And when [does this
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happen]? — Abaye said: Every twenty-eight years when the
cycle begins again and the Nisan [Spring] equinox falls in Saturn
on the evening of Tuesday, going into Wednesday.
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5. B. Berachot 10a

[David composing Tehillim] He came out into the open air and
looked upon the stars and constellations and broke into song, as
it says, Bless the Lord, ye angels of His, ye mighty in strength
that fulfil His word, hearkening unto the voice of His word.
Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts
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B. Negative

6. M. Avoda Zara 3:3
If one finds utensils upon which is the figure of the sun, moon,
or a dragon he casts them into the dead sea.
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7. M. Avoda Zara 4:7

The elders in Rome were asked, 'if [your god] has no desire for
idolatry, why does he not abolish it?' they replied, 'if it was
something unnecessary to the world that was worshipped, he
would abolish it; but people worship the sun, moon, stars and
planets; should he destroy his universe on account of fools!'
They said [to the elders], 'If so, he should destroy what is
unnecessary for the world and leave what is necessary for the
world!" they replied, "[if he did that], we should merely be
strengthening the hands of the worshippers of these, because
they would say, "be sure that these are deities, for behold they
have not been abolished!"
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8. T. Hullin 2:18
One who slaughters [an animal] in the name of the sun, moon,
stars, the constellations...this is the meat of the sacrifices for

the dead.
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C. Representation of Individuals

9. B. Shabbat 146a

R. Aha son of Rava asked R. Ashi. What about proselytes?
Though they were not present, their guiding stars were present,
as it is written, [Neither with you only do I make this covenant
and this oath], but with him that stand here with us this day
before the Lord our God, and also with him that is not here
with us this day.
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10. B. Moed Katan 28a

R. Se'orim, Rava's brother, while sitting at Rava's bedside saw
him [Rava] going into sleep [dying], when he [the invalid] said to
his brother: ‘Do tell him, Sit, not to torment me’. R. Se'orim
replied: ‘Are you, Sir, not his intimate friend?” Said Rava: ‘Since
[my] mazzal has been delivered [to him], he takes no heed of

>

me.
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11. B. Haggiga 4b-5a

Is there anyone who passes away before his time? Yes — as in
the story by R. Bibi Bar Abaye who would visit the angel of
death. Once, the angel of death said to his messenger, "Go
bring me Miriam the hairdresser." The messenger went and
returned with Miriam the children’s nurse. The angel of death
said to his messenger, "I told you Miriam the hairdresser!" The

messenger replied, "If so, I will take her back." "Since you
brought her, let her be added."

[The angel asked his messenger], "But how were you able to get
her?" [He answered], "She was holding a shovel in her hand,
and was heating and raking the oven. She put it on her foot and
burnt herself. Since her luck was impaired, I brought her."
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D. Functions

12. B. Rosh Hashana 11b-12a

R. Joshua and R. Eliezer are herein consistent [with views
expressed by them elsewhere], as it has been taught: ‘In the sixth
hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the
seventeenth day of the month. R. Joshua said: That day was the
seventeenth day of Iyar, when the constellation of Pleiades sets
at daybreak and the fountains begin to dry up, and because they
[mankind] perverted their ways, the Holy One, blessed be He,
changed for them the work of creation and made the
constellation of Pleiades rise at daybreak and took two stars
from the Pleiades and brought a flood on the world. R. Eliezer
said: That day was the seventeenth of Marheshvan, a day on
which the constellation of Pleiades rises at daybreak, and [the
season| when the fountains begin to fill, and because they
perverted their ways, the Holy One, blessed be He, changed for
them the work of creation, and caused the constellation of
Pleiades to rise at daybreak and took away two stars [from it]
and brought a flood on the world’.
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13. B. Sanhedrin 104b

She weepeth, yea, She weepeth, in the night. Why this double
weeping? — Rabbah said in R. Johanan's name: Once for the
first Temple, and once for the second. ‘In the night’ — on
account of what happened at night. For it is written, And all the
congregation lifted up their voice, and cried, and the people
wept that night. Rabbah observed in R. Johanan's name: It was
the night of the ninth of Av, and the Almighty said to Israel, “Ye
have wept without cause: therefore will I appoint a weeping to
you for future generations. Another interpretation of ‘in the
night’: whoever weeps at night, his voice is heard. Another

meaning: whoever weeps at night, the stars and constellations
weep with him.
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14. Mechilta DR Yishmael Bo 1:1

R. Yoshia said, when the constellations are beaten in the east, it
is a bad sign for the residents of the east [when they are beaten]
in the west, it is a bad sign for the residents of the west. R.
Yonatan says, these and those were given to the nations as it
says, ""This is what the LORD says: Do not learn the ways of
the nations or be terrified by signs in the sky, though the nations
are terrified by them" (Yirmiyahu 10:2)

— N2 DNV’ %297 XNDYON .14
NN YYD

MRV IIN TPYUN 1
YAYPY Y7 IDO0 NIV DIPW
YUPY Y7 2P0 19YNI2 NN
1IN ION DN NI T .29YN0
1IN D INNIY OOND 1IN
YTINON DR OONN TIT DN

NN DX DXRYN MNIND)

.2 nY)

15. B. Shabbat 61b

R. Papa propounded: What if three amulets [are efficacious]| for
one person? The amulets are certainly not rendered approved:
but does the practitioner become approved or not? Do we say,
Surely. he has healed him! Or perhaps, it is this man's fate to be
susceptible to writings? The question stands over.
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16. B. Bava Batra 98a N:N¥ NINa N1a *Ya2a .16
R. Hiyya b. Joseph said: The condition of] wine depends on its | = X73N : 9D 72 X»N 279 IDNRT
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owner's luck for it is said. Yea, moreover, wine is treacherous if
the man is haughty, etc.
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III. Do Jews Have (a) Mazal?
A. No

17. B. Shabbat 156a
It was stated. R. Hanina said: The planetary influence gives
wisdom, the planetary influence gives wealth, and Israel stands

under planetary influence. R. Johanan maintained: Israel is
immune from planetary influence. Now, R. Johanan is

consistent with his view, for R. Johanan said: How do we know
that Israel is immune from planetary influence? Because it is
said, Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the nations, and
be not dismayed at the signs of heaven, for the nations are
dismayed at them: they are dismayed but not Israel. Rav too
holds that Israel is immune from planetary influence. For Rav
Judah said in Rav's name: How do we know that Israel is
immune from planetary influence? Because it is said, and he
brought him forth from abroad. Abraham pleaded before the
Holy One, blessed be He, ‘Sovereign of the Universe! one born
in mine house is mine heir.” ‘Not so,” He replied, ‘but he that
shall come forth out of thine own bowels.” ‘Sovereign of the
Universe!” cried he, ‘I have looked at my constellation and find
that I am not fated to beget child.” ‘Go forth from [i.e., cease]
thy planet [gazing], for Israel is free from planetary influence.
What is thy calculation? Because Zedek [Jupiter] stands in the
West? I will turn it back and place it in the East.” And thus it is
written, Who hath raised up Zedek from the east? He hath
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summoned it for his sake.

From Samuel too [we learn that] Israel is immune from

planetary influence. For Samuel and Ablat were sitting, while
certain people were going to a lake. Said Ablat to Samuel: “That
man is going but will not return, [for] a snake will bite him and
he will die.” “If he is an Israelite,” replied Samuel. ‘he will go and
return.” While they were sitting he went and returned.
[Thereupon] Ablat arose and threw off his [the man's] knapsack,
[and] found a snake therein cut up and lying in two pieces —
Said Samuel to him, ‘What did you do?” ‘Every day we pooled
our bread and ate it; but to-day one of us had no bread, and he
was ashamed. Said I to them, "I will go and collect [the bread]".
When I came to him, I pretended to take [bread] from him, so
that he should not be ashamed.” “You have done a good deed,’
said he to him. Then Samuel went out and lectured: But charity
delivereth from death; and [this does not mean] from an
unnatural death, but from death itself.

From R. Akiba too [we learn that]| Israel is free from planetary
influence. For R. Akiba had a daughter. Now, astrologers told
him, On the day she enters the bridal chamber a snake will bite
her and she will die. He was very worried about this. On that
day [of her marriage| she took a brooch [and] stuck it into the
wall and by chance it penetrated [sank] into the eye of a serpent.
The following morning, when she took it out, the snake came
trailing after it. “What did you do?” her father asked her. ‘A poor
man came to our door in the evening.” she replied, ‘and
everybody was busy at the banquet, and there was none to
attend to him. So I took the portion which was given to me and
gave it to him. “You have done a good deed,” said he to her.
Thereupon R. Akiba went out and lectured: ‘But charity
delivereth from death’: and not [merely] from an unnatural
death, but from death itself.

From R. Nahman b. Isaac too [we learn that] Israel is free from

planetary influence. For R. Nahman b. Isaac's mother was told
by astrologers, Your son will be a thief. [So| she did not let him
[be] bareheaded, saying to him, ‘Cover your head so that the
fear of heaven may be upon you, and pray [for mercy]’. Now, he
did not know why she spoke that to him. One day he was sitting
and studying under a palm tree; temptation overcame him, he
climbed up and bit off a cluster [of dates] with his teeth.
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B. Yes

18. B. Moed Katan 28a

Rava said: [Length of] life, children and sustenance depend not
on merit but [rather on] mazal. For [take] Rabbah and R. Hisda.

Both were saintly Rabbis; one master prayed for rain and it
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came, the other master prayed for rain and it came. R. Hisda
lived to the age of ninety-two, Rabbah [only] lived to the age of
forty. In R. Hisda's house there were held sixty marriage feasts,
at Rabbah's house there were sixty bereavements. At R. Hisda's
house there was the purest wheaten bread for dogs, and it went
to waste; at Rabbah's house there was barley bread for human
beings and that not to be had. This too, Rava said: These three
requests I made of Heaven; two were granted me and one was
not. [I prayed for] the scholarship of R. Huna and the wealth of
R. Hisda which were granted me; but the modest disposition of
Rabbah son of R. Huna, that was not granted me.
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19. B. Shabbat 156a

It was recorded in R. Joshua b. Levi's notebook: He who [is
born] on the first day of the week [Sunday] shall be a man
without one [thing] in him — What does ‘without one [thing] in
him’ mean? Shall we say, without one virtue? Surely R. Ashi
said: I was born on the first day of the week! Hence it must
surely mean, one vice. But Surely R. Ashi said: I and Dimi b.
Kakuzta were born on the first day of the week: I am a king and
he is the captain of thieves! — Rather it means either
completely virtuous or completely wicked. [What is the reason?
Because light and darkness were created on that day.] He who is
born on the second day of the week will be bad-tempered —
What is the reason? Because the waters were divided thereon.
He who is born on the third day of the week will be wealthy and
unchaste. What is the reason? Because herbs were created
thereon. He who is born on the fourth day of the week will be
wise and of a retentive memory. What is the reason? Because
the luminaries were suspended [thereon] — He who is born on
the fifth day of the week will practice benevolence. What is the
reason? Because the fishes and birds were created thereon. He
who is born on the eve of the Sabbath will be a seeker. R.
Nahman b. Isaac commented: A seeker after good deeds. He
who is born on the Sabbath will die on the Sabbath, because the
great day of the Sabbath was desecrated on his account. Rava
son of R. Shila observed: And he shall be called a great and holy

man.

R. Hanina said to then, [his disciples]: Go out and tell the son of
Levi, Not the constellation of the day but that of the hour is the
determining influence. He who is born under the constellation
of the sun will be a distinguished man: he will eat and drink of
his own and his secrets will lie uncovered; if a thief, he will have
no success. He who is born under Venus will be wealthy and
unchaste [immoral]. What is the reason? Because fire was
created therein. He who is born under Mercury will be of a
retentive memory and wise. What is the reason? Because it
[Mercury] is the sun's scribe. He who is born under the Moon
will be a man to suffer evil, building and demolishing,
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demolishing and building. eating and drinking that which is not
his and his secrets will remain hidden: if a thief, he will be
successful. He who is born under Saturn will be a man whose
plans will be frustrated. Others say: All [nefarious] designs
against him will be frustrated. He who is born under Zedek
[Jupiter] will be a right-doing man [zadkan] R. Nahman b. Isaac
observed: Right-doing in good deeds. ‘He who is born under
Mars will be a shedder of blood. R. Ashi observed: Either a
surgeon, a thief, a slaughterer, or a circumciser. Rabbah said: I
was born under Mars. Abaye retorted: You too inflict
punishment and kill.
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20. B. Yevamot 64b

(Case of a woman whose previous 2 husbands died)

R. Mordecai answered R. Ashi: Thus said Abimi from Hagronia
in the name of R. Huna, “The source [i.e. the womb] is the
cause’. But R. Ashi stated: [The woman's| ill luck is the cause’.
What practical difference is there between them? — The
difference between them is the case where the man only
betrothed her and died, or also when he fell off a palm-tree and
died.
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21. B. Bava Kama 2b

(intentional vs. accidental goring)

Why the differentiation between injury to man, regarding which
it is written If it will gore, and injury to animal regarding which
it is written if it will collide? — Man who possesses foresight is,
as a rule, injured [only] by means of [wilful] ‘goring’, but an
animal, lacking foresight, is injured by mere ‘collision’
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