Rabbinic Thought and Theology
Introduction / Angels

I. Relationship Between Angels and God

A. Angels != God

1. Tosefta Hullin 2:18

Someone who slaughters an animal in the name of the sun,
in the name of the moon, in the name of the stars, in the
name of the constellations, in the name of Michael the Chief
of the great divine army, in the name of a small worm the
meat is the like the offerings of the dead (i.e. not kosher).
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B. Agents or Representatives of God

2. Mechilta DR Yishmael Beshalach 3

When [the Jews] descended into the Red Sea the divine
presence was with them as it says "And the angel of God
who had been travelling in front of the Israelite camp" (Ex.
14:9)
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3. Mechilta DR Yishmael Beshalach 4

R. Natan asked of R. Shimon B. Yochai regarding the verse
"The angel of God found her [Hagar]" (Gen. 16:7). When
referring to angels we find in all other cases "the angel of
God as YHVH", but here it is said "And the angel of God
(Elokim)". R. Shimon B. Yochai answered, you only find
Elokim where there is judgment. Thus the Torah teaches
that the Jews were being judged in that moment whether
they were worthy of being saved or if they should be
destroyed with Egypt.
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4a. Exodus 12:41
And at the end of 430 years, and it was in the middle of this
day, all of the God's forces left Egypt.

4b. Mechilta DR Yishmael Bo 14

And in the middle of this day...this refers to the ministering
angels, and so you find any time that Israel was enslaved, it
was as if the divine presence was enslaved with them.
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5. Exodus Rabba 32:9

God said to Moshe even now the one who guarded the
father will guard the children for it says "here I am" — every
place an angel is seen, the divine presence is seen.
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6. Mechilta DR Yishmael Bo 7

"And I smote all the first-born" — I could infer this could
mean God smote the first born through an angel or a
messenger. Thus it teaches "and God smote the first born",
not by an angel or a messenger.
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B. Arguing with God

7. B. Shabbat 88b

R. Joshua b. Levi also said: When Moses ascended on high,
the ministering angels spake before the Holy One, blessed
be He, ‘Sovereign of the Universe! What business has one
born of woman amongst us?” ‘He has come to receive the
Torah,” answered He to them. Said they to Him, “That secret
treasure, which has been hidden by Thee for nine hundred
and seventy-four generations before the world was created.
Thou desirest to give to flesh and blood! What is man, that
thou art mindful of him, And the son of man, that thou
visitest him? O Lord our God, How excellent is thy name in
all the earth! Who hast set thy glory [the Torah] upon the
Heavens!” ‘Return them an answer,” bade the Holy One,
blessed be He, to Moses. ‘Sovereign of the Universe’ replied
he, ‘I fear lest they consume me with the [fiery] breath of
their mouths.” ‘Hold on to the Throne of Glory,” said He to
him, ‘and return them an answer,’ as it is said, He maketh
him to hold on to the face of his throne, And spreadeth
[Parshez] his cloud over him.
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8. B. Shabbat 55b

The ministering angels asked the Holy One, blessed be He:
‘Sovereign of the Universe! Why didst Thou impose the
penalty of death upon Adam?’ Said He to them, I gave him
an easy command, yet he violated it.” ‘But Moses and Aaron
fulfilled the whole Torah,” they pursued — ‘yet they died’.
“There is one event to the righteous and to the wicked; to
the good, etc.
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9a. Genesis 21:17

God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to
Hagar from heaven and said to her, "What is the matter,
Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as
he is there.

9b. Genesis Rabba 53

"As he is there" — R. Simon said the ministering angels
jumped to indict [Yishmael]. They said to the Lord of the
Word, "A person who in the future will kill your children
with thirst, you will raise for him the well?" God replied,
"what is he now?" The angels responded, "Righteous."
God replied, "I do not judge a person except for how he
stands before me in the moment.'
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I1. Who the Angels are and What do they Do?
A. Three or Four?

10. B. Yoma 37a

And furthermore, it was taught: Of three walking along, the
teacher should walk in the middle, the greater of his disciples
to his right, the smaller one at his left, and thus do we find
that of the three angels who came to visit Abraham, Michael
went in the middle, Gabriel at his right, Raphael at his left
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11. Numbers Rabba 2
Just as God created the 4 winds and 4 complimentary flags,

so too he created around his throne 4 angels: Michael,
Gavriel, Uriel, and Refael.
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B. Specific Roles

12. B. Berachot 7a

It was taught: R. Ishmael b. Elisha says: I once entered into
the innermost part [of the Sanctuary] to offer incense and
saw Akathriel Jah, the Lord of Hosts, seated upon a high
and exalted throne. He said to me: Ishmael, My son, bless
Me! 1 replied: May it be Thy will that Thy mercy may
suppress Thy anger and Thy mercy may prevail over Thy
other attributes, so that Thou mayest deal with Thy children
according to the attribute of mercy and mayest, on their
behalf, stop short of the limit of strict justice! And He
nodded to me with His head. Here we learn [incidentally]
that the blessing of an ordinary man must not be considered
lightly in your eyes.
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13. B. Hullin 60a

R. Hanina b. Papa expounded: May the glory of the Lord
endure for ever; let the Lord rejoice in His works! This verse
was said by the Angel of the Universe.
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14. B. Pesachim 118a

Others maintain [that] it was Gabriel who said, ‘And the
truth of the Lord endureth for ever.” [For] when the wicked
Nimrod cast our father Abraham into the fiery furnace,
Gabiriel said to the Holy One, blessed be He: ‘Sovereign of
the Universe! Let me go down, cool [it], and deliver that
righteous man from the fiery furnace.” Said the Holy One,
blessed be He, to him: ‘I am unique in My world, and he is
unique in his world: it is fitting for Him who is unique to
deliver him who is unique. But because the Holy One,
blessed be He, does not withhold the [merited] reward of
any creature, he said to him, “Thou shalt be privileged to
deliver three of his descendants.’

R. Simeon the Shilonite lectured: When the wicked
Nebuchadnezzar cast Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah into
the fiery furnace, Yurkami, Prince of hail, rose before the
Holy One, blessed be He, and said to Him: ‘Sovereign of the
Universe! Let me go down and cool the furnace and save
these righteous men from the fiery furnace.” Said Gabriel to
him, “The might of the Holy One, blessed be He, is not thus
[manifested], for thou art the Prince of hail, and all know
that water extinguishes fire. But I, the Prince of fire, will go
down and cool it within and heat it without, and will thus
perform a double miracle. Said the Holy One, blessed be
He, to him, ‘Go down.” It was then that Gabriel commenced
[with praise] and said, ‘And the truth of the Lord endureth

for evet.’

R. Nathan said: it was the fish in the sea who said, ‘and the
truth of the Lord endureth for ever,’ this being in
accordance with R. Huna. For R. Huna said: The Israelites
of that generation [sc. of the Egyptian exodus] were men of
little faith, and as Rabbah b. Mari expounded: What is taught
by the verse, But they were rebellious at the sea, even at the
Red Sea? This teaches that in that moment the Israelites
were rebellious and said: Just as we ascend at one side [of
the sea] so do the Egyptians ascend from another.
Whereupon the Holy One, blessed be He, ordered the
Prince of the Sea, ‘Spew them forth on to the dry land.” Said
he to Him, ‘Sovereign of the Universe! Does a master make
a gift to his servant and then take it back from him!” ‘I will
give you one and a half times their number,” He replied.

0N NHYN Y933 N .14
N MY N*P 91

- D2WY N NNR) OININ YN
990Y NYW1 )19 HNI2)
1MAN DNIAN NN YWD TN
DNYI2) IIN UND JWIAD TIND
M NI TN WITPN D
NN DINN)PNNY TIN D9 DV
19 DN WRD JWADN PITNN
TN NN : NI TN WTPN
TN, 1022 TN NI MDY
399 . DX DINND D
NAPN PN NXIN TN W TPNY
19N : N, 5D 1OV

179 WAT .2 NIAN NYOHY DINM
290 NYY1A HONOYN NYNY
DNYIN TPNN YYIN INITO)
1Y, WURN 1WIAD TIND NN
WYTPN "9Y 1720 W INPIY
S5¥ 12129 : 199 99N NI N2
V25N NN PINY TIN D9
W25 D51 DIPITND DINN)
PN INMI2) D NN LURD

NI TN WITPN DY INI
25M , 772 IV NNRY 702
LUND NN 12010 DNV PYTY
TIN,UN Y W IN NON
XN MTPRY D92N PN
10 N D) TINA DI NYYN)Y
NN T : NN T2 WYTPN
NN : AN HNI2) NND DYV
02O N

- 09D /N NNRND CIDIN NI 0D
NN 27T AMINK DAV DT
IMNIY NI : NN 2T ININT
YITTIY PN MINN NVPN NTN
DNOTOND N 2 NI

D2 O Y I +)p OOIN+
SNV YINNY THON - ND
NNRY DWI : 1IN NYY NNINA
DMINN T - TAN TN PO
VYTPN 1D IMN INN TN DD
VY9 : D HY WY NI T2
MIT :MAY IIN NYDY 1NN
2 YNNIV TaY ¥ DY 00w HY
- 71301 YO INNY,MNN 129
NSNNY TAN T2 1NN 1D DN

Mahshevet Hazal — Rabbinic Thought and Theology: Introduction / Angels 4

www.JoshYuter.com




‘Sovereign of the Universe, he pleaded, ‘can a servant claim
[a debt] from his Master!” ‘Let the brook of Kishon be surety
for Me,” He answered. Straightway he spewed them forth on
to the dry land, and Israel came and saw them, as it is said,
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the sea-shore.
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15. B. Haggigah 4b

R. Joseph, when he came to the [following] verse, wept: But
there is that is swept away without judgment. [He said]: Is
there anyone who passes away before one's [allotted] time? —
Yes, as in the story [heard] by R. Bibi b. Abaye, who was
frequently visited by the Angel of death. [Once] the latter
said to his messenger: Go, bring me Miriam, the women's
hairdresser! He went and brought him Miriam, the children's
nurse. Said he to him: I told thee Miriam, the women's
hairdresser. He answered: If so, I will take her back. Said he
to him: Since thou hast brought her, let her be added
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C. Ministering Angels vs. Angels of Destruction

16. B. Ketuvot 104a

For R. Hiyya stated in the name of R. Jose b. Saul: When a
righteous man departs from this world the ministering
angels say to the Holy One, blessed be He, ‘Sovereign of the
Universe, the righteous man So-and-so is coming’, and he
answers them, ‘Let the righteous men come [from their
resting places], go forth to meet him, and say to him that he
shall enter into peace [and then] they shall rest on their

beds’.

R. Eleazar stated: When a righteous man departs from the
world he is welcomed by three companies of ministering
angels. One exclaims, ‘Come into peace’; the other exclaims,
He who walks in his uprightness, while the third exclaims,
‘He shall enter into peace; they shall rest on their beds’.
When a wicked man perishes from the world he is met by
three groups of angels of destruction. One announces,
“There is no peace, says the Lord, unto the wicked’; the
other tells him, ‘He shall lie down in sorrow’, while the third
tells him, ‘Go down and be thou laid with the
uncircumcised’.
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17. B. Shabbat 88a

R. Simla lectured: When the Israelites gave precedence to
‘we will do” over ‘we will hearken,’_six hundred thousand
ministering angels came and set two crowns upon each man
of Israel, one as a reward for ‘we will do,” and the other as a
reward for ‘we will hearken’. But as soon as Israel sinned,
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one million two hundred thousand destroying angels
descended and removed them
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18. B. Shabbat 119b

Hisda said in Mar ‘Ukba's name: He who prays on the eve of
the Sabbath and recites and [the heaven and the earth] were
finished, the two ministering angels who accompany man
place their hands on his head and say to him, and your
iniquity is taken away, and your sin purged.

It was taught, R. Jose son of R. Judah said: Two ministering
angels accompany man on the eve of the Sabbath from the
synagogue to his home, one a good [angel] and one an evil
[one]. And when he arrives home and finds the lamp
burning, the table laid and the couch [bed] covered with a
spread, the good angel exclaims, ‘May it be even thus on
another Sabbath [too],” and the evil angel unwillingly
responds ‘amen’. But if not, the evil angel exclaims, ‘May it
be even thus on another Sabbath [tool,” and the good angel
unwillingly responds, ‘amen’.
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III. Angels and Men

A. Conversations With Angels

19. B. Berachot 51a

R. Ishmael b. Elisha said: Three things were told me by
Suriel the Officer of the [Divine] Presence. 1. Do not take
your shirt from the hand of your attendant when dressing in
the morning, 2. and do not let water be poured over your
hands by one who has not already washed his own hands, 3.
and do not return a cup of asparagus brew to anyone save
the one who has handed it to you, because a company of
demons (according to others, a band of destroying angels)
lie in wait for a man and say, When will the man do one of
these things so that we can catch him.

R. Joshua b. Levi says: Three things were told me by the
Angel of Death. 1. Do not take your shirt from your

attendant when dressing in the morning, 2. and do not let
water be poured on your hands by one who has not washed
his own hands, 3. and do not stand in front of women when
they are returning from the presence of a dead person,
because I go leaping in front of them with my sword in my
hand, and I have permission to harm. If one should happen
to meet them what is his remedy? — Let him turn aside four
cubits; if there is a river, let him cross it, and if there is
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another road let him take it, and if there is a wall, let him ;T D0 NOV
stand behind it; and if he cannot do any of these things, let DOWIN 292 TYNONY .3
him turn his face away and say, And the Lord said unto 11 MIMNY Nyva

Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan etc., until they have

passed by.
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B. Don't Know Aramaic

20. B. Shabbat 12b
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for his needs in Aramaic, the Ministering Angels do not

heed him, for they do not understand Aramaic
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C. The Righteous and Angels

21. B. Sanhedrin 92b-93a

R. Johanan said: The righteous are greater
than the ministering angels, for it is said, He
answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose,
walking in the midst of the fire, and they

have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is
like the son of God.
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