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1.Y. Ta'anit 4:5 67b

There were two cedars on the Mount of Olives. Under one of them there
were four stalls, selling food preserved in a condition of cultic cleanness
[to be eaten in Jerusalem|. And from one they would produce forty seahs’
weight of pigeons a month, and from these they would provide bird
offerings for all of Israel. [From] Simeon’s Gate they would put forth 300
barrels of thin cakes among the poor every Sabbath eve. Then why was it
destroyed? There is he who says, “It was because of fornication.” There is
he who says, “It was because they would play ball [waste their time,
instead of studying Torah].”
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2. B. Avoda Zara 18b

Our Rabbis taught: Those who visit stadiums [Arenas for gladiatorial
contests| or a camp [the Roman castra.] and witness there [the
performance] of sorcerers and enchanters, or of bukion and mukion,
lulion and mulion, blurin or salgurin [Names given to various performers
and performances] — lo, this is ‘the seat of the scornful,” and against those
[who visit them] Scripture says, Happy is the man that hath not walked in
the counsel of the wicked . .. nor sat in the seat of the scornful, but his
delight is in the law of the Lord.(Ps. 1:1-2) From here you can infer that
those things cause one to neglect the Torah.

The following was cited as contradicting the foregoing: It is permitted to
go to stadiums, because by shouting one may save [the victim]. [From the
animal which might he scared by their shouts. [Rashi: They might succeed
in rescuing the victim by interceding on his behalf.]] One is also permitted
to go to a camp for the purpose of maintaining order in the country,
providing he does not conspire [with the Romans]|, but for the purpose of
conspiring it is forbidden. There is thus a contradiction between [the laws
relating to] stadiums as well as between [those relating to] camps! There
may indeed be no contradiction between those relating to camps, because
the one may refer to where he conspires with them, and the other to
where he does not; but the laws relating to stadiums are surely
contradictory! — They represent the differing opinions of [two| Tannaim.
For it has been taught: One should not go to stadiums because [they are]
‘the seat of the scornful’, but R. Nathan permits it for two reasons: first,
because by shouting one may save [the victim], secondly, because one
might be able to give evidence [of death]| for the wife [of a victim] and so
enable her to remarry.

Our Rabbis taught: One should not go to theatres or circuses because
entertainments are arranged there in honor of the idols. This is the
opinion of R. Meir. But the Sages say: Where such entertainments are
given there is the prohibition of being suspected of idolatrous worship,
and where such entertainment is not given. The prohibition is because of
being in ‘the seat of the scornful’. What is the difference between these
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two reasons? | Since according to the Sages one is forbidden to enter such
places in any case, is there any difference between a place where idolatrous
entertainments are present or absent? | Said R. Hanina of Sura: There is a
difference in the case of calling to do business. [In the absence of
idolatrous entertainments the sages would not forbid the going for such
purpose, since the purpose is not to sit in the seat of the scornful.]

R. Simeon b. Pazi expounded [the foregoing verse as follows]: What does
Scripture mean by, Happy is the man that hath not walked in the counsel
of the wicked, nor stood in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seat of the
scornful? (Ps. 1:1) If he did not walk [that way] at all how could he stand
there? And if he did not stand there he obviously did not sit [among
them)], and as he did not sit among them he could not have scorned! The
wording is to teach thee that if one walks [towards the wicked] he will
subsequently stand with them, and if he stands he will at the end sit with
them, and if he does sit, he will also come to scorn, and if he does scorn
the scriptural verse will be applicable to him, If thou art wise, thou art wise
for thyself, and If thou scornest thou alone shalt bear it. (Prov. 9:12) Said
R. Eleazatr: He who scoffs, affliction will befall him, as it is said, Now
therefore do ye not scoff lest your punishment be made severe. (Is. 28:2)
Raba used to say to the Rabbis: I beg of you, do not scoff, so that you
incur no punishment. R. Kattina said: He who scoffs, his sustenance will
be reduced, as it is said, He withdraweth His hand in the case of
scoffers.(Hos. 7:5) R. Simeon b. Lakish said: He who scoffs will fall into
Gehenna, as it is said, A proud and haughty man, scoffer is his name,
worketh for arrogant wrath.(Prov. 21:24) And by ‘wrath’ nought but
Gehenna is meant; as it is said, That day is a day of wrath.(Zeph. 1:15,
referring to the Day of Judgment when the wicked will be sentenced to
Gehenna.) R. Oshaia said: He who is haughty falls into Gehenna, as it is
said, A proud and haughty man, scoffer is his name, worketh for arrogant
wrath. And by ‘wrath’ nought but Gehenna is meant; as it is said, That day
is a day of wrath. Said R. Hanilai b. Hanilai: He who scoffs brings
destruction upon the world, as it is said, Now therefore be ye not scoffers,
lest your affliction be made severe, for an extermination wholly
determined have I heard. Said R. Eleazar: It is indeed a grievous sin, since
it incurs ‘affliction’ at first and ‘extermination’ at last.

R. Simeon b. Pazi expounded [that verse as follows]: 'Happy is the man
that hath not walked' — i.e., to theatres and circuses of idolaters 'nor
stood in the way of sinners' — that is he who does not attend contests of
wild beasts;[contest of wild beasts with beasts or with men; hunt of
animals.] 'nor sat in the seat of the scornful' — that is he who does not
patticipate in [evil] plannings. And lest one say, 'Since I do not go to
theatres or circuses nor attend contests of wild animals, I will go and
indulge in sleep.' Scripture therefore continues, 'And in His Law doth He
meditate day and night.'
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3. B. Shabbat 150a
Also, R. Samuel b. Nahmani said in R. Johanan's name: One may go to
theatres and circuses and basilicas to attend to communal affairs on the

Sabbath.
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