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What would you do if you were a Shabbat observer on a delayed flight late Friday afternoon and it became
increasingly unlikley you'd get to your destination before sundown? Ask to get off the plane, or stick it out

and hope for the best?. ..

Almost any Orthodox rabbi would say that, once they were on the flight, the family was halachically obligated
to do everything they could to avoid flying on Shabbat. But this is where prioritizing principles comes in.

Asked his opinion by KKaminer, Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, author of many books on Jewish observance, said
the situation pitted two Jewish ethics against one another: Honoring God's commandments and not

dishonoring Judaism in the public eye, which is known as Chillul Hashem.

I. Biblical Sources

1. Lev. 19:12
Do not take an oath and give false witness in my name. That would
be treating it as if it were not holy. I am the Lord your God.
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2a. Lev. 20:1-3

The Lord spoke to Moses. He said, "Say to the people of Israel,
'Suppose a petson sactrifices one of his children to the god Molech.
It does not matter whether that person is an Israelite or an outsider
who lives in Israel. He must be put to death. The people of the
community must kill him by throwing stones at him. I will turn
against that man. I will cut him off from his people. That is
because he sacrificed his child to Molech. He has made my sacred
tent "unclean." He has treated my name as if it were not holy.

2b. Ez. 20:39

As for you, people of Israel, this is what the Sovereign LORD says:
Go and serve your idols, every one of you! But afterward you will
surely listen to me and no longer profane my holy name with your

gifts and idols.

=N NP .2

)2 ON) : NI YN DN PIP? 121N

193 INIY? 220 YIN YIN TN ONIY
7292 930 117 WN SN2 D N0
NN JINT INNYD NIND DY DR NN
NN INIIN) NIND YIND 1) NN 1IN
NPV WN7 72192 1D) W0 02 10y 27PN
VTR OY NN DINTY SWTRN NN

VY:9 HNPIN?

YN PIPY TN N N DNIY? 1 DDN)
DOYNY DIPN DN NN ITIY 197 PAD)
TIY 199NN N VIR DY NN I

: 02Y919)2) 02NN

3. Lev. 22:1-2

The Lord spoke to Moses. He said, "Here is what I want you to tell
Aaron and his sons. Tell them to treat the sacred offerings with
respect. They are the offerings the people of Israel set apart to
honor me. So Aaron and his sons must never treat my name as if it
were not holy. I am the Lord.
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4. Lev. 22:31-33

Obey my commands. Follow them. I am the Lord. Do not treat
my name as if it were not holy. The people of Israel must
recognize me as the holy God. I am the Lord. I make you holy. I
brought you out of Egypt to be your God. I am the Lord."
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I1. General Principles

5. B. Shabbat 33a

For the crime of vain oaths, false oaths, profanation of the Divine
Name, and the desecration of the Sabbath, wild beasts multiply,
[domestic] animals cease, the population decreases, and the roads
become desolate, for it is said, And if by these things [be-eleh] ye
will not be reformed unto me; read not be-eleh but be-alah; and it
is written, and I will send the beast of the field among you, etc.
Now, in respect to false oaths it is written, And ye shall not swear
by my name falsely, so that you profane [we-hillalta] the name of
thy God; and of the profanation of the Name it is written, and
that they profane not [ye-hallelu] my holy name; and of the
profanation of the Sabbath it is written, every one that profaneth it
[mehallelehah] shall surely be put to death: and [the punishment
for] profanation is learnt from a false oath.
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6. M. Avot 4:4

Rabbi Yochanan ben Baroka said: Whoever profanes the name of
Heaven in secret will pay the penalty in public, whether it be done
accidentally or intentionally.
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7. B. Moed Katan 17a

Said R. Huna, At [one of the Synods at] Usha they made a
regulation that if the Av Beth Din committed an offence he was
not to be [formally] 'separated’, but someone was to tell him, Save
your dignity and remain at home.(2 Kings 14:10) Should he again
offend they 'separate’ him, because [otherwise there would be| a
profanation of the Name [of God]. And this is at variance with
Resh Lakish; for Resh Lakish said: If a scholar-disciple has
committed an offensive deed they do not 'separate’ him publicly,
because it is said: Therefore shalt thou stumble' in the day and the
prophet also shall stumble with thee in the night, [that is to say],
Keep it dark, (Do it as quietly as possible for his sake and that of
the community) like night.
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III. Violations of Jewish Laws

8. B. Sanhedrin 74a

R. Johanan said in the name of R. Simeon b. Jehozadak: By a
majority vote, it was resolved in the upper chambers of the house
of Nithza in Lydda [Town in South Israel] that in every [other] law
of the Torah, if a man is commanded: "Transgress and suffer not
death' he may transgress and not suffer death, excepting idolatry,
incest, [which includes adultery] and murder. Now may not
idolatry be practiced [in these circumstances]? Has it not been
taught: R. Ishmael said: whence do we know that if a man was

bidden, 'Engage in idolatry and save your life', that he should do
so, and not be slain? From the verse, [Ye shall therefore keep my
statutes and my judgments,' which if a man do] he shall live in
them:(Iev. 18:5) but not die by them. I might think that it may

even be openly practiced. but Scripture teaches, Neither shall ye
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profane my holy name; but I will be hallowed?' (Lev. 22:32) —
They (Sages in Nitzah) ruled as R. Eliezer. For it has been taught,

R. Eliezer said: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. (Deut. 6:5)
Since 'with all thy soul' is stated, why is 'with all thy might' stated?
Or if 'with all thy might' be written, why also write 'with all thy
soul'? For the man to whom life is more precious than wealth,
'with all thy soul' is written; whilst he to whom wealth is more
precious than life is bidden, 'with all thy might' [i.c., substance].
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9. B. Sanhedrin 74b

And how many make it public? — R. Jacob said in R. Johanan's
name: The minimum for publicity is ten. It is obvious that Jews are
required [for this publicity], for it is written. But I will be hallowed
among the children of Israel. (Lev. 22:23) R. Jeremiah
propounded: What of nine Jews and one Gentile? — Come and
hear: For R. Jannai, the brother of R. Hiyya b. Abba learned: An
analogy is drawn from the use of tok ['among'] in two passages.
Here is written, But I will be hallowed among [be-tok] the children
of Israel; and elsewhere, separate yourselves from among [mi-tok]
this congregation:(Num 16:21) just as there the reference is to ten,
all Jews, so here too — ten, all Jews....For Rava said: If a Gentile
said to a Jew. 'Cut grass on the Sabbath for the cattle, and if not I
will slay thee', he must rather be killed than cut it; 'Cut it and throw
it into the river, he should rather be slain than cut it. Why so? —
Because his intention is to force him to violate his religion.

It was asked of R. Ammi: Is a Noachide bound to sanctify the
Divine Name or not? — Abaye said, Come and hear: The
Noachides were commanded to keep seven precepts. Now, if they
were commanded to sanctify the Divine Name, they are eight.
Rava said to him: Them, and an pertaining thereto. (sanctifying the
Divine Name by observing their seven precepts is not a separate
precept, but included therein.)
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10. B. Eiruvin 63a

Ravina once sat in the presence of R. Ashi when he observed that a
certain person was tying his donkey to a palm-tree on the Sabbath
day. He called out to him but the other took no notice. 'Let this
man' he called out, 'be placed under the ban'. 'Does such an act as
mine', he then asked [R. Ashi], 'appear as an impertinence?' —
There is no wisdom for understanding nor counsel against the
Lord, wherever the divine name is being profaned no respect is to
be shown to one's Master.
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11. B. Moed Katan 17a

For R. Il'ai says, If one sees that his [evil] yezer is gaining sway over
him, let him go away where he is not known; let him put on black
clothes, don a black wrap and do the sordid deed that his heart
desires rather than profane the name of Heaven openly.
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12. B. Kiddushin 40a

R. Abbahu said on R. Hanina's authority: Better had a man secretly
transgress than publicly profane God's (lit. Heaven) name, for it is
said: As for you, O house of Israel, thus saith the Lord God: Go
ye, serve everyone his idols, and hereafter also, if ye will not
hearken unto me: but my holy name shall ye not profane. (Ez.
20:39) R. Il'ai the Elder said: If a man sees that his [evil] desire is
conquering him, let him go to a place where he is unknown, don
black and cover himself with black, and do as his heart desires, but
let him not publicly profane God's name. (By sinning where he is
known). But that is not so, for we learnt: He who is careless (has
no compassion) of his Mastet's honor, it were well for him that he
had not come Into the world. Now, to what does this refer? —
Rabbabh said: To one who gazes at the [rain]bow. R. Joseph said:
To one who secretly transgresses!(Showing you care more for
other people than God) — There is no difficulty: the one means
where he can subdue his evil desires; the other, where he cannot.
We learnt elsewhere: Credit is not allowed for the profanation of
the [Divine] Name, whether it is unwitting or intentional. What is
meant by 'credit is not allowed?' — Said Mar Zutra: They [sc.
Heaven] do not act like a shopkeeper.( Who gives long credit and
then demands payment for many items; but every profanation is
punished immediately) Mar the son of Ravina said: This is to teach
that if it [sc. one's account of sin and merit] is equally balanced,
[the profanation of God's name] tips the scale.( If his wrongdoings
included this. God does not wait — i.e., 'give credit' — until

another sin is committed, for that itself tips the scale. — Maharsha.

[Rashi's explanation ihphen is here understood in the sense of
comparing, balancing the sins against the good deeds.])
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IV. Unethical Behavior

13. B. Yoma 84a

And R. Matia further said: R. Johanan suffered from scurvy. He
went to a matron, who prepared something for him on Thursday
and Friday. He said to her: How shall I do it on the Sabbath? She
answered him,: Then you will not need it [any more]. He said: But
if I should need it, what then? She replied: '‘Swear unto me by the
God of Israel that you will not reveal it' [to others]; whereupon he
swore: "To the God of Israel I shall not reveal it'. She revealed it to
him, and he went forth and expounded it in his lecture. But he had
sworn to her? — [He swore]: "To the God of Israel I shall not
reveal it' [which implies] but to His people I shall reveal it! But this
is a profanation of the Name? — It was so that he had explained it
[the meaning of his oath]| to her from the very beginning.
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14. B. Pesachim 49a

Our Rabbis taught: Every scholar who feasts much in every place
eventually destroys his home, widows his wife, orphans his young,
forgets his learning, and becomes involved in many quarrels; his
words are unheeded, and he desecrates the Name of Heaven and
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the name of his teacher and the name of his father, and he causes
an evil name for himself, his children, and his children's' children
until the end of time.
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15. B. Yoma 86a

R. Matthia b. Heresh asked R. Eleazar b. Azariah in Rome: have
you heard about the four kinds of sins, concerning which R.
Ishmael has lectured? He answered: They are three, and with each
is repentance connected — If one transgressed a positive
commandment , and repented, then he is forgiven, before he has
moved from his place; as it is said: Return, O backsliding children.
If he has transgressed a prohibition and repented, then repentance
suspends [the punishment| and the Day of Atonement procures
atonement, as it is said: For on this day shall atonement be made
for you ... from all your sins. If he has committed [a sin to be
punished with] extirpation or death through the Beth din, and
repented, then repentance and the Day of Atonement suspend [the
punishment thereon|, and suffering finishes the atonement, as it is
said: Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their
iniquity with strokes. But if he has been guilty of the profanation of
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the Name, then penitence has no power to suspend punishment,
nor the Day of Atonement to procure atonement, nor suffering to
finish it, but all of them together suspend the punishment and only
death finishes it, as it is said: And the L.ord of hosts revealed
Himself in my ears; surely this iniquity shall not be expiated by you

till ye die.

What constitutes profanation of the Name? — Rav said: If, e.g., |
take meat from the butcher and do not pay him at once.(He would
learn from my bad example to treat debts dishonestly by delaying
and ultimately ignoring the payment.) Abaye said: That we have
learnt [to regard as profanation| only in a place wherein one does
not go out to collect payment, but in a place where one does go
out to collect, there is no harm in it [not paying at once|. Ravina
said: And Matha Mehasia is a place where one goes out collecting
payments due. Whenever Abaye bought meat from two partners,
he paid money to each of them, afterwards bringing then, together

and squaring accounts with both. R. Johanan said: In my case [it is

a profanation if] I walk four cubits without [uttering words of]

Torah or [wearing] tefillin.(People would not know that 1 am weak,
they would profit by my 'example' to neglect the study of the

Torah)

Isaac, of the School of R. Jannai. said: If one's colleagues are

ashamed of his reputation, that constitutes a profanation of the
Name. R. Nahman b. Isaac commented: E.g. if people say, May the

Lord forgive So-and-so. Abaye explained: As it was taught: And
thou shalt love the Lord thy God, i.e., that the Name of Heaven be
beloved because of you. If someone studies Scripture and
Mishnah, and attends on the disciples of the wise, is honest in
business, and speaks pleasantly to persons, what do people then
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say concerning him? 'Happy the father who taught him Torah,
happy the teacher who taught him Torah; woe unto people who
have not studied the Torah; for this man has studied the Torah
look how fine his ways are, how righteous his deeds! Of him does
Scripture say: And He said unto me: Thou art My servant, Israel,
in, whom I will be glorified. But if someone studies Scripture and
Mishnah, attends on the disciples of the wise, but is dishonest in
business, and discourteous in his relations with people, what do
people say about him? "Woe unto him who studied the Torah, woe
unto his father who taught him Torah; woe unto his teacher who
taught him Torah!' This man studied the Torah: Look, how corrupt
are his deeds, how ugly his ways; of him Scripture says: In that men
said of them,: These are the people of the Lord, and are gone forth
out of His land.
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16. B. Bava Kamma 113b

His [a non-Jew's] lost article is permissible, for R. Hama b. Guria
said that Rav stated: Whence can we learn that the lost article of a
heathen is permissible? Because it says: And with all lost thing of
thy brother's: (Deut 22:3) it is to your brother that you make
restoration, but you need not make restoration to a heathen. But
why not say that this applies only where the lost article has not yet
come into the possession of the finder, in which case he is under
no obligation to look round for it, whereas if it had already entered
his possession, why not say that he should return it. — Said
Ravina: And thou hast found it surely implies that the lost article
has already come into his possession.

1t was taught: R. Phinehas b. Yair said that where there was a
danger of causing a profanation of the Name, even the retaining of
a lost article of a heathen is a crime. Samuel said: It is permissible,
however, to benefit by his mistake as in the case when Samuel once
bought of a heathen a golden bowl under the assumption of it
being of copper for four zuz, and also left him minus one zuz. R.
Kahana once bought of a heathen a hundred and twenty barrels
which were supposed to be a hundred while he similarly left him
minus one zuz and said to him: 'See that I am relying upon you.'
Ravina together with a heathen bought a palm-tree to chop up [and
divide]. He thereupon said to his attendant: Quick, bring to me the
parts near to the roots, for the heathen is interested only in the
number [but not in the quality]. R. Ashi was once walking on the
road when he noticed branches of vines outside a vineyard upon
which ripe clusters of grapes were hanging. He said to his
attendant: 'Go and see, if they belong to a heathen bring them to
me, but if to an Israelite do not bring them to me.' The heathen
happened to be then sitting in the vineyard and thus overheard this
conversation, so he said to him: 'If of a heathen would they be
permitted?’ — He replied: 'A heathen is usually prepared to
[dispose of his grapes and] accept payment, whereas an Israelite is
generally not prepared to [do so and] accept payment.
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17. B. Yoma 86b
One should expose hypocrites to prevent the profanation of the
Name, as it is said: Again, when a righteous man doth turn from

righteousness and commit iniquity, I will lay a stumbling-block
before him (Ez. 3:20)
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18a. Joshua 9:15,18-19

15 Joshua made a peace treaty with the men who had come. He
agreed to let them live. The leaders of the community took an oath
to show that they agreed with the treaty...18 But they didn't attack
those cities. That's because the leaders of the community had taken
an oath and made a peace treaty with them. They had taken the
oath in the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. The whole
community told the leaders they weren't happy with them. 19 But
all of the leaders answered, "We've made a peace treaty with them.
We've taken an oath in the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. So
we can't touch them now.

18b II. Sam 21:1-9

1 For three years in a row there wasn't enough food in the land.
That was while David was king. So David asked the Lord why he
wasn't showing his favor to his people. The Lord said, "It is
because Saul and his family committed murder. He put the people
of Gibeon to death." 2 The people of Gibeon weren't a part of
Isracl. Instead, they were some of the Amorites who were still left
alive. The people of Israel had promised with an oath to spare
them. But Saul had tried to put an end to them. That's because he
wanted to make Israel and Judah strong. So now King David sent
for the people of Gibeon and spoke to them. 3 He asked them,
"What would you like me to do for you? How can I make up for
the wrong things that were done to you? I want you to be able to
pray that the Lord will once again bless his land." 4 The people of
Gibeon answered him. They said, "No amount of silver or gold
can make up for what Saul and his family did to us. And we can't
put anyone in Israel to death." "What do you want me to do for
you?" David asked. 5 They answered the king, "Saul neatly
destroyed us. He made plans to wipe us out. We don't have
anywhere to live in Israel. 6 So let seven of the males in his family
line be given to us. We'll kill them. We'll put their dead bodies out
in the open in the sight of the Lord. We'll do it at Gibeah of Saul.
Saul was the Lord's chosen king." So King David said, "I'll give
seven males to you." 7 The king spared Mephibosheth. He was the
son of Jonathan and the grandson of Saul. David had taken an oath
in the sight of the Lord. He had promised to be kind to Jonathan
and the family line of his father Saul. 8 But the king chose Armoni
and another Mephibosheth. They were the two sons of Aiah's
daughter Rizpah. Saul was their father. The king also chose the five
sons of Saul's daughter Merab. Adriel, the son of Barzillai, was
their father. Adriel was from Meholah. 9 King David handed them
over to the people of Gibeon. They killed them. They put their
dead bodies out in the open on a hill in the sight of the Lord. All
seven of them died together. They were put to death during the
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first days of the harvest. It happened just when people were
beginning to harvest the barley.

18c. B. Yevamot 79a

But, surely, it is written, The fathers shall not be put to death for
the children etc.! (Neither shall the children be put to death for the
fathers (Deut. 24:16). Why then were Saul's descendants made to
suffer for the sin of Saul?) — R. Hiyya b. Abba replied in the
name of R. Johanan: It is better that a letter be rooted out of the
Torah than that the Divine name shall be publicly profaned.(
Which would have been the case had the crime against the
Gibeonites been allowed to go unpunished.)
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19. B. Sanhedrin 107a

Rav Judah also said in Rav's name: David wished to worship idols,
as it is written, And it came to pass, that when David was come to
the head, where he worshipped God. Now rosh ['head'] can only
refer to idols, as it is written, This image's head was of fine gold.
[But] Behold, Hushai the Archite came to meet him with his coat
rent, and earth upon his head. He demonstrated with David, 'Shall
people say, A king like thee has worshipped idols!' He replied, 'And
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shall a king like myself be slain by his son! L.et me worship idols
rather than that the Divine Name be publicly profaned!'(For then it

would be said that Absalom had slain him because of his idolatry,
which would justify him and his supporters)
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