Confronting Chosenness
Matan Torah in Rabbinic Thought

1. Leviticus Rabba Shemini 13:2

R. Simeon b. Yohai opened a discourse with: He rose and
measured the earth (Hab. XII, 6). The Holy One, blessed be He,
considered all generations and he found no generation fitted to
receive the Torah other than the generation of the wilderness; the
Holy One, blessed be He, considered all mountains and found no
mountain on which the Torah should be given other than Sinai;
the Holy One, blessed be He, considered all cities, and found no
city wherein the Temple might be built, other than Jerusalem; the
Holy One, blessed be He, considered all lands, and found no land
suitable to be given to Israel, other than the Land of Israel. This is
indicated by what is written: "He rose and measured the earth’--
And He released nations (ib.).
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2. Lamentations Rabba 3

This which the verse states (Deut 33:2) "Like the rising sun, he
shone on his people from Mount Seir, He shone on them from
Mount Paran." Initially God took the Torah to Esav in Mount
Seit. He said to them, "do you accept the Torah" they inquired,
"what is written in it?" God replied, "do not murder." They said,
"but the blessing your father gave us was 'you will live by the
sword' (Gen 27:40) we cannot exist without this," and they did
not accept it. God went to Paran to the Ismaelites. He said the
them, "do you accept the Torah" They inquired, "what is written
in it?" God said, "do not steal." The Ismaelites replied, "this is the
inheritance from our father "his hand will be against every man,
and every man's hand against him" (Gen. 16:12) we are not able
to exist without this," and they did not accept the Torah. God
went to the Ammonites and Moabites and said, "Do you accept
the Torah." They asked, "what is written in ie?" God answered,
"do not commit adultery." They replied, "but the essence of our
people is only based on Mamzerut, for it says 'the two daughters
of Lot were impregnated™ (Gen. 19:36) we cannot exist without
this," and they did not accept it. God then went to the Jews and
asked, "do you accept the Torah?" They answered, "yes, yes"
whatever God says we will do and obey.
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3. B. Shabbat 88a

And they stood under the mount: R. Abdimi b. Hama b. Hasa
said: This teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He, overturned
the mountain upon them like an [inverted] cask, and said to
them,'If ye accept the Torah, 'tis well; if not, there shall be your
butial.' R. Aha b. Jacob obsetrved: This furnishes a strong protest
against the Torah. Said Raba, Yet even so, they re-accepted it in
the days of Ahasuerus, for it is written, [the Jews] confirmed, and
took upon them [etc.]: [i.e.,] they confirmed what they had
accepted long before. Hezekiah said: What is meant by, Thou
didst cause sentence to be heard from Heaven; The earth feared,
and was tranquil: (Ps. LXXVI, 9) if it feared, why was it tranquil,
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and if it was tranquil, why did it fear? But at first it feared, yet
subsequently it was tranquil, (It feared lest Israel would reject the
Torah, and became tranquil when Israel accepted it.) And why
did it fear? — Even in accordance with Resh Lakish. For Resh
Lakish said: Why is it written, And there was evening and there
was morning, the sixth day; What is the purpose of the additional
'the'? This teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He, stipulated
with the Works of Creation and said thereto. 'If Israel accepts the
Torah, ye shall exist; but if not, I will turn you back into
emptiness and formlessness.'
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4. B. Avoda Zara 2b

The nations will then contend: 'Lord of the Universe, hast Thou
given us the Torah, and have we declined to accept it? (But how
can they argue thus, seeing that it is written, The Lord came from
Sinai and rose from Seir unto them, He shined forth from Mount
Paran? And it is also written, God cometh from Teman. What
did He seek in Seir, and what did He seek in Mount Paran? — R.
Johanan says: This teaches us that the Holy One, blessed be He,
offered the Torah to every nation and every tongue, but none
accepted it, until He came to Israel who received it. [How, then,
can they say that the Torah was not offered to them?| Their
contention will be this: 'Did we accept it and fail to observe it?
But surely the obvious rejoinder to this their plea would be: "Then
why did you not accept it?' — This, then, will be their contention:
'Lotd of the Universe, didst Thou suspend the mountain over us
like a vault as Thou hast done unto Israel and did we still decline
to accept it?' For in commenting on the verse: And they stood at
the netherpart of the mountain. R. Dimi b. Hama said: This
teaches us that the Holy One, blessed be He, suspended the
mountain over Israel like a vault, and said unto them: 'If ye accept
the Torah, it will be well with you, but if not, there will ye find
your grave.") Thereupon the Holy One, blessed be He, will say to
them: 'Let us then consider the happenings of old,' as it is said,
Let them announce to us former things, 'there are seven
commandments which you did accept did you observe them?'
(How do we know that they did not observe them? — For R.
Joseph learned: He standeth and shaketh the earth, He seeth and
maketh the nations to tremble: what did He see? He saw that the
nations did not observe even the seven precepts which the sons
of Noah had taken upon themselves, and seeing that they did not
observe them, He stood up and released them therefrom.
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