Confronting Chosenness

Biblical Foundations

I. God Choosing Jews — Jews Choosing God

1. Genesis 17

1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the
LORD appeared to him and said, "I am God
Almighty[a]; walk before me faithfully and be
blameless. 2 Then I will make my covenant
between me and you and will greatly increase
your numbers."

3 Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 4
"As for me, this is my covenant with you: You
will be the father of many nations. 5 No longer
will you be called Abram[b]; your name will be
Abraham,[c] for I have made you a father of
many nations. 6 I will make you very fruitful; I
will make nations of you, and kings will come
from you. 7 I will establish my covenant as an
everlasting covenant between me and you and
vour descendants after you for the generations to

come, to be your God and the God of your
descendants after you. 8 The whole land of
Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, 1
will give as an everlasting possession to you and
your descendants after you; and I will be their

God."

9 Then God said to Abraham, "As for you, you
must keep my covenant, you and your
descendants after you for the generations to
come. 10 This is my covenant with you and your
descendants after you, the covenant you are to
keep: Every male among you shall be
circumcised. 11 You are to undergo
circumcision, and it will be the sign of the
covenant between me and you. 12 For the
generations to come every male among you who
is eight days old must be circumcised, including
those born in your household or bought with
money from a foreigner—those who are not
your offspring. 13 Whether born in your
household or bought with your money, they
must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh
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is to be an everlasting covenant. 14 Any
uncircumcised male, who has not been
circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his
people; he has broken my covenant.”

2. Exodus 19

1 On the first day of the third month after the
Israelites left Egypt—on that very day—they
came to the Desert of Sinai. 2 After they set out
from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai,
and Israel camped there in the desert in front of
the mountain.

3 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD
called to him from the mountain and said, "This
is what you are to say to the descendants of
Jacob and what you are to tell the people of
Israel: 4 “You yourselves have seen what I did to
Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings
and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey
me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all
nations you will be my treasured possession.
Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you[a] will
be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.” These are the words you are to speak to
the Israelites."
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I1. Compared to Non Jews

3. Deut. 10

12 And now, Israel, what does the LORD your
God ask of you but to fear the LORD your
God, to walk in obedience to him, to love him,
to serve the LORD your God with all your heart
and with all your soul, 13 and to observe the
LORD’s commands and decrees that I am giving
you today for your own good? 14 To the LORD
your God belong the heavens, even the highest
heavens, the earth and everything in it. 15 Yet
the LORD set his affection on your ancestors
and loved them, and he chose you, their
descendants, above all the nations—as it is
today. 16 Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and
do not be stiff-necked any longer.
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4. Deut. 14
You are the children of the LORD your God.
Do not cut yourselves or shave the front of your
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heads for the dead, 2 for you are a people holy to
the LORD your God. Out of all the peoples on
the face of the earth, the LORD has chosen you
to be his treasured possession.

3 Do not eat any detestable thing
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5. Leviticus 18

1 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the
Israelites and say to them: ‘I am the LORD your
God. 3 You must not do as they do in Egypt,
where you used to live, and you must not do as
they do in the land of Canaan, where I am
bringing you. Do not follow their practices. 4
You must obey my laws and be careful to follow
my decrees. I am the LORD your God. 5 Keep
my decrees and laws, for the person who obeys
them will live by them. I am the LORD.
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6. Leviticus 18

24 Do not defile yourselves in any of these
ways, because this is how the nations that I am
going to drive out before you became defiled. 25
Even the land was defiled; so I punished it for its
sin, and the land vomited out its inhabitants. 26
But you must keep my decrees and my laws. The
native-born and the foreigners residing among
you must not do any of these detestable things,

27 for all these things were done by the people

who lived in the land before you, and the land
became defiled. 28 And if you defile the land, it
will vomit you out as it vomited out the nations
that were before you.
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7. Amos 3

1 Hear this word, people of Israel, the word the
LORD has spoken against you—against the
whole family I brought up out of Egypt: 2 "You
only have I chosen of all the families of the
earth; therefore I will punish you for all your
sins."
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