The Politics of Exclusion in Judaism
R. Moshe Feinstein on Non-Observant Jews

1. Iggrot Moshe Orach Hayim 1:23
(1959 at latest)

If, in an emergency, one can count Sabbath
desecrators for a quorum for kaddish and keddusha.

I was asked from the students of R. Avraham Yosef
Rosenberg Shelita ("SHe-yichyeh LI-yamim Tovim
Aruchim" -- "May he live days that ate pleasant and
long") if in an emergency we can count Sabbath
desecrators for a minyan, and I answered that
according to our custom even for an individual
reciting shema and saying keddusha...there is basis to
include them. For since one instance in which we
learn the law regarding sanctifying God's name to be
killed regarding other sins is specifically in front of
ten people. And the law that we do not say words of
holiness (daver shebikdusha) with few than 10 people.
Thefore just as it is a sanctification of God's name to
be killed is obligatory even before ten deniers and
rebels (koferin umumarim), they are still considered
Jews...such that regarding saying words of holiness
they are counted....
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2. Iggrot Moshe Yoreh Deah 1:139
(1959 at latest)
Regarding teaching by a Conservative school

Behold regarding accepting an appointment by the
deniers (oferin) to manage their Talmud Torah for
young gitls and boys, and for principals of the
Yeshiva Beit Yehudah said that he did not act
propetly, here even in the manner that the job is
permitted to accept — for he is teaching them the
Torah of God and praying with them properly and it
is in a different place (i.e. not in their synagogues) —
that it is permitted to accept such a position for
behold they also need to study Torah even among
them, and they perhaps can grow in Torah and
mitzvoth like kosher Jews, still it is improper for a
yeshiva principal to hire such a teacher for his own
yeshiva for there is room to suspect that students in
the yeshiva may come to think that even there (i.e.
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the Conservative school) is acceptable for their
teachers also teachers at the Yeshiva, and this may
lead to, God forbid, a great confusion.

But regarding what written that their prayers are
from an abridged siddur and not in accordance with
the order of the prayer, and also they do not recite all
the blessings of the 'amida, we find that in the
process of teaching (the children) to pray they are
actively being taught that which is forbidden because
each blessing depends on the other, and even more
so if the blessing itself is not in accordance with the
Men of the Great Assembly, and certainly if it is in
the same building (as the synagogue) it is obvious
that it is prohibited to accept such a position even if
on occasion he can have a positive influence, and
certainly one may argue that on the contrary, there is
greater concern that one will be influenced by them
for such is the way of heresy.
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3. Iggrot Moshe Orach Hayim 3:22
To read from the Torah for one who does not keep
the Torah September 13, 1965

And here regarding reading the Torah for someone
who violates Shabbat in public and one who denies
the Torah and the like, it is obvious not to honor the
wicked even if there is a need to honor them with the
sacred honors in a synagogue. However, there is
room to distinguish with the matter of things, that if
he is a denier of Torah, there is an actual prohibition
for his blessings are not considered anything...and if
so it is obvious that when they mention the name of
God it is as if they are just saying words in general,
and we do not consider their blessings as anything
but lacking the Name and Kingship (shewz umalchui)
such that they are not blessings and we do not
answer "amen" afterwards, and we would find that
the reading of the Torah would be lacking blessings —
and this would be forbidden for the sages have
decreed to bless before each reading such that we
would not mistake saying that it was read without a
blessing. And so too regarding someone who is
simply desecrating the Shabbat in public that there is
to assume that he is a denier in the creation and
because of this he is like a non-Jew...However, if it is
known that the person violates Shabbat only for his
desires (feteiavon) such as he prays and puts on tefillin,
his blessing is valid and we can answer amen
afterwards for his intention is for heaven and there is
no prohibition. And so to regarding anything else
such as his ritual slaughter (shebitato), his wine and the
like, there is no distinction since he still is violating
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Shabbat in public, he is like a non-Jew, even if he
keeps other mitzvoth. However, regarding his
blessings it is different, that since we see that he
believes in God, the blessing is valid and one answers
"amen" afterwards, and so there is no prohibition in
having this person read from the Torah. And so
giving them honors that do not involve blessings
such as taking out the Torah, raising it or binding it,
have no prohibition even for heretics. However, in
any case, we do not honor them in a synagogue, see
O.C. 2:50-51. But there is a distinction for an exigent
need to be lenient with their honor for there is not a
blessing even for the deniers and Shabbat desecrators
when it is known that it is only for desire — even to
ascend to the Torah. And for deniers, it is forbidden
to read from the Torah even if there is a great need.
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