The Politics of Exclusion in Judaism
R. Moshe Feinstein vs. Conservative Conversions

1. Iggrot Moshe Yoreh Deah 1:160
Regarding burying a non-kosher convert in a Jewish
cemetery. 18 April 1950

Regarding the conversion done by the Conservative Rabbi
which lack the proper acceptance of the commandments
and the immersion in a mikvah was not done in front of a
court, but rather in front of their women. Here it is clear
that this conversion is nothing for (the lack of) accepting
the commandments, and even if he accepted all the laws of
the Torah except for one thing it is invalid, as we find in
Berachot 30. And also there needs to be acceptance of the
commandments in front of 3, otherwise it is invalid even
after the fact as found in Shach YD 268:9. And therefore
there is to doubt the conversions for there are rabbis who
accept through anan sabadei that the majority do not accept
the commandments for the end proves (i.e. lack of
observance after conversion demonstrates the lack of
acceptance) and also that she would not be better than the
husband for whom she converted who himself violates
Shabbat and abandons many prohibitions. Still, there is
room to say that that this is a good conversion after the
fact after she tells the court that she accepted the
commandments and it took place genuinely. Therefore
perhaps we can judge her even here that if she is not
observant then she really did not accept the
commandments at the time of her conversion internally,
only those with which she agreed. Even so, according to
my opinion we do not reason for these minority cases to
dispense with what we have seen and to consider internal
matters, but perhaps there is a reason to consider.

And furthermore, it is plausible to say a reason (for her
lack of observance) is that the husband for whom she
converted violates Shabbat, she may reason that perhaps it
is not such an obligation to actually keep the
commandments, in which case she is as if she is like
someone who converted amongst the non-Jews as
explained in B. Shabbat 68 that he is a convert even if he
worships idolatry (see citation) and the reason is that he
accepted on him to be like all the other Jews even though
he did not know any of the commandments at all, this
does not invalidate the conversion — rather only if he knew
and did not want to accept the commandments is the
conversion invalid for we do not require someone to study
the entire Torah before converting, only part of it.
Therefore, even if the beit din told her that she needs to
keep Shabbat, she may think that this is only a "nice thing"
to do, but even someone who does not keep Shabbat etc
may err saying that he is a kosher Jew, we find that
according to this mistake she accepted all the
commandments for which the Jews are obligated even
though because of this (mistake) she will not keep them,
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and this is a legitimate reason to consider her conversion
valid and this is giving the benefit of the doubt to the
rabbis (rabbanin) who accepted her in that they are not
worse than commoners.

But in any event she needs to have accepted the
commandments in front of a beit din and the Conservative
"rabbis" simply do not make one for they do not know the
laws of conversion and they are not careful to accept
converts in accordance with the law even if they did know,
and in any event they lack the acceptance of the
commandments which does invalidate the conversion.
And also the Conservative beit din are invalid to serve on
a court for they are deniers (&oferinz) for many of the
fundamental principles of law and they violate many
prohibitions see Hoshen Mishbat 7:9, and see the Pitchei
Teshuva in the name of R. Akiva Eger who says that even
for a rabbinic sin one is invalid to serve as a judge and this
does not need a formal announcement. And also this
person most assuredly violates many biblical
commandments and even if we do not have formal
testimony, we can observe that whomever has the
embarrassing name "Conservative" on them are under the
assumption as having abandoned many prohibitions and
to deny many of the fundamental principles, and I have
already explained in one response that those who are
established to be deniers are invalid for testimony even
without accepting formal testimony on them even
regarding someone lenient and I do not have time to
expand on this. And therefore, it is clear that a conversion
done by a Conservative "rabbi" is nothing.

Now regarding if one is obligated (&evod torato) to engage in
a great dispute and after all this it is possible that they will
not listen to you regarding the cemetery as they will argue
as they wish, I say that since we do not bury the non-
Jewish dead in a Jewish cemetery as we find in Rashi Gittin
61 because we do not bury the wicked by the righteous as
explained in the Ran (see ad loc) and it is cited in Beit
Yosef Y.D. 367. Therefore it is obligated only to watch for
those who keep the Torah that were commanded not to
bury them next to these converts. And it is better to be
strict to separate from them 8 amot...and for those who
do not keep torah and do not care, one only needs to
protest for possibly by any account they are better than
non-Jews for the purposes of burial and one does not bury
initially even a wicked Jew next to a non-Jew and it is also
possible that they repented one minute before death and
the death was an atonement for him. But there is no
obligation to get into a public dispute on behalf of the
sinners. And for the keepers of torah, it is enough to
separate from them 8 amot. And in the future it is certain
better to convert them by a Rabbi who knows the laws of
conversion and does so according to the law, for there is
still some doubt that they may in fact be Jews as
mentioned earlier and it is best to keep them from those
who are observant. And perhaps those who converted by
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a "rabbi" will reconvert a second time cotrectly.

And regarding those who converted not for the sake of
heaven and those who are lenient come to judge based on
matters of the heart, there is definitely what to suspect that
they will return (to their previous lives) and therefore, even
those who are lenient need to ensure that there is the
acceptance of the commandments immediately before the
immersion with a (kosher) beit din.

2. Iggrot Moshe Yoreh Deah 2:125
How should Mikvah administrators act when Conservative

Jews want to use the mikvah for their conversions? 17
April 1962

And here regarding the mikvah which was constructed by
workers for the sake of heaven so that it would be easier
for people to keep the laws of immersing , and not God
forbid, an obstruction for the daughters of Israel who
would need to travel far distances, and it creates a question
how proceed when a Conservative rabbi (rav) wishes to
immerse a male or female convert where it is almost
certain that the conversion is not done according to Jewish
Law, but not to place them so as not to worry of creating
conflict. Behold in actuality of all issues of the
conversions, even those performed by kosher rabbis, I am
not satisfied with them and it is certain that all the sages
will not be satisfied with them for they convert for the
putrpose of marriage. And even though after the fact they
are [legitimate] converts, this is only when they have
accepted all the commandments, and I know many of
those who even say they accept the commandments only
do so to defraud the court, and we from the end of their
actions that they do not keep the commandments, and
certainly the conversions done by the Conservatives who
do not check at all in these matters, and there are also
many Torah laws which they themselves do not keep, and
they do not inquire from the converts that they themselves
would keep. And therefore if a kosher rabbi would come
to officiate the conversion it is not appropriate for the
mikvah administrators not place him, since the rabbi is a
qualified teacher (moreb hora'ah) it is not on the attendants
to check after him...but for a Conservative there is
certainly room to suspect that a conversion would not be
done propertly for they accept converts without the
acceptance of the commandments and even regarding the
circumcision and immersion these are done without a
kosher beit din, and therefore, it is proper not to place
them to use this mikvah to perform their conversions.

However, one must see that this is done in a matter so as
not to cause dispute i.e. to advise them to take an expert
rabbi who can join with him two kosher people (for the
court) since it can be reasoned that they will not be so
concerned if they are not considered "experts" since from
the kosher rabbis there are many who are not established
experts and do not consider themselves experts, and hence
will not object. And if they do not accept this suggestion,
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and they say that they are experts, then it is possible to
distinguish between those who gave money towards the
construction of the mikvah where it is impossible to
exclude them and the mikvah attendants have no oversight
over their actions. But for those who did not support the
building of the mikvah and cannot demand to be placed,
then one should not give them access because there is no
concern of hatred or fighting for they can say that the
mikvah is only for women, with the exception of those
who constructed the building.

3. Iggrot Moshe Hoshen Mishbat 2:24

If it is possible to issue a mikvah decree/policy that even
Conservatives who give money for its establishment
cannot use it for their conversions. 11 January 1977

Here regarding the mikvah which accepted money from a
Conservative congregation and they wish to use it for their
conversions and you wish to issue a policy that they
cannot do so, here it does not appropriate at all to enact
such a policy for most of the donors would not want it for
this purpose — even if the policy was appropriate. Butin
actuality I do not see here any policy to preclude allowing
them to immerse converts not in accordance with Jewish
law, for this is only an issue of "placing a stumbling block
before the blind" (/fnei iver) and sense it is clear that
because of this it will not prevent them from accepting
their converts for there are many mikvahs in the
surrounding neighborhoods, and they can even make their
own mikva even if it isn't kosher for they do not catre
about such things, there is no concern for /fuei iver and not
even a concern for actively assisting in their violating of
Jewish law. Essentially there is no purpose for such a
policy. And specifically, there is a concern that they will
make a mikvah not in accordance with Jewish law which
would obstruct/mislead women (who would need a
kosher mikvah), and thus in my opinion one should not
make such a decree.
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