The Politics of Exclusion in Judaism
R. Moshe Feinstein vs. Conservative / Reform Part I

1. Iggrot Moshe O.C. 3:21

Regarding honoring deniers (£ofer) in reading the Torah
and with the other honors in the shul if the need
dictates. 1 September 1965

Here regarding "Rabbis" of Reform and Conservative
who sometimes come to synagogues of kosher Jews, if
they are permitted to read from the Torah. Here it is
obvious that regarding reading from the Torah it is
prohibited because reading from the Torah requires a
blessing before and after it, and their blessing are
nothing and one does not answer "amen" afterwards.
See Iggrot Moshe O.C. 2:50-51 and the reason being
that since they are deniers, then the mentioning of
God's name by that person is just like saying words in
general, as if one is saying a blessing without the Name
or Kingship at all. And even though the ba'al korei is
the one doing the reading, and the congregation is
hearing from him, even so it is as if there was no
blessing, and it detracts from the eatlier ones, since it
was established that every person who gets an aliyah
makes a blessing, and one detracts from the significance
of the blessing of the first from the rest of the verses
for there was already a blessing said at the conclusion of
the previous aliyah. But for the rest of the honors such
as lifting the Torah, tying the Torah, or opening and
closing the ark, even where there is no actual
prohibition in that there is no blessing, however, we do
not honor deniers with matters of sacredness which
they deny, and there is with this a prohibition of
flattering in any case, since there it is not proper to
honor them with such matters as I have written in O.C.
2:51. Therefore, if there is no great need, it is forbidden
to honor them even with these honors, but if thete is a
great need, such that we suspect it will cause a dispute
in the town, and there is a concern of losing charitable
donations, there is room to permit with the other
honors, though not to read from the Torah for the
reasons | have written.

And to read from the Torah for those who ate not
observant, there is no prohibition involved since they
believe in God, may he be blessed, and his Torah, but
they only violate [the Torah] for their desires and one
needs to answer "amen" to their blessings. However, it
certainly is not nice to make them as readers for the
Torah for one should not honor sinners, and one needs
to prevent from doing this except where there is a need
to do so, for example to avoid disputes and the like, but
for the "rabbis" who are deniers in actuality, and rebel
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with the intention to anger God (mumarim lebachis) and
incite, instigate and rebel, their blessings are nothing
and it is forbidden as a matter of fact for them to read
from the Torah as mentioned eatlier.

2. Iggrot Moshe O. C. 4:91.6

...Regarding a congregation which meets in the room
of a synagogue of people who do not act
appropriately...16 July 1972

If one can make a minyan in a room of a synagogue
which do not have appropriate customs, here there is a
distinction between the synagogues of the
Conservatives not to make a minyan even in a room
since it is publicized that they are a group who deny
numetrous laws of the Torah, and one should distance
from their ways as it is written by heretics and heresy
(moinim and minut) (B. A.Z. 17a), for even whose who
deny one thing from the Torah are considered heretics
for the whole Torah, as mentioned in Rambam Hilkhot
Teshuva 3:8, And the Laws of Heretics 3:6. And even
if they are mistaken like captive children, who were
corrupted by their fathers and surroundings in which
they were raised, and they are not accountable to the
same laws as those said regarding punishments in the
hands of heaven, and it is not the law that we lower
them and do not raise them up as written in Laws of
Murderers 4:10 as Rambam explains in Laws of
Rebellion 3:3. In any event they are deniers and one
needs to distance themselves as one distances them
from their path. And what Rambam writes that it is
appropriate to bring them back to repentance and to
live with them in peace until they return to the strength
of Torah, is not applicable in their places of
congregating, that is their synagogues, for this is not an
appropriate place for this [outreach] and also not every
person is appropriate for this, but those synagogues for
the Orthodox which are not appropriate, such as those
which do not have an appropriate mehitza and use
microphones, are not God forbid deniers in these
mitzvoth, rather they disregard/disdain these but they
believe in the actuality of all the mitzvoth of the Torah
and they made a dispensation as time went by and
changed. They ate in the category of "kosher" Jews and
even if occasionally are erring completely, there is no
idea to distance, and it is permitted to pray in another
room of theirs, provided there is no suspicion of them
also going to pray with the main congregation i.e.
that it is previously publicized that there is another
gathering. And regarding whether or not to protest
what the main congregation does, it depends on if
there is a chance they will listen, otherwise better they
sin in errof.
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