Who's Who in the Talmud
R. Meir and Elisha Ben Avuyah / Acher

2-N TNY IO 9T NN NIDN X522 TN

Y NAMANT PIIVVIN NIN 1N OND . TIVI IR NOVNY T NN NN IX +'1 NINP+ IIN 2INON POY ,MIPVIA NP INN
DIYYY DN NNPY DY KDY 9N XY NINN XYY N KD NN XD NOYNIDT XIPN) : IIN,INRIWIT XIMNDT AN 2ANd0D NNV
Y NDPION ITNHPHN NNOP RO 7PTPTIN YD RNYO OIRD : 7179 ¥INNX .NIT O019 PIY INPNNI PNIVVIND IMPON .J0 MMV NV
NINN TIVINY DRIN N ,INND IN - DAY DN WY+ 17071+ DINNY 2IP N2 NN ,INKT XNNDT PR XY
AN 12 YWION INDY : 71D NINN .NIYAN ,ANT NOWUN P9) .Y MIINY INN P93 .NXNYVY RN NNNY 219D NNDY NXINNN NI
NI NN NN LNID 2 NAWD XIYININ XOND IPY - 1NN

21D AN - TDNIONRN NYY N3 NNYD DT IR D) +/3 NONP+ NITOND : 7P MR ,NIYI MAIND XYW INNRD NN 227 NN INN IRY
,T2 IR NY 729 RDPY 229 110 N NN XI2 - DI KI2, NIV X2 - D0 NI ,)TNID XI2 - NI TN WITPN RIAY N 9
- PYTN 11,0073 TANY YTV 12 TN ,DOPON MWD ¥ TRNY TNN D5 .01 X2 - YTV ) X2 ,D0¥W9 X2 - DT NI : NON
N DOPYTY A ININIPOIND : ROWIVN 29 99N .DINN2I1I2N PONYIPYN HOI - YU 27NN )Y 12 1IN PON IPIN HO)

NXW INND PN 227 DX INN IRY .DI2Y PNIIY MWD+ 1N+ DN DI 1) .IW MIYN DNIND 190 +X7D Y+
Y935 YNNPY PYPY NN MIATION 19 9N - 1995 NN NI1OT ANT MW X2+ 2PN+ DNITOND : YT Mo
1I2VIY I DY N, TPDIDT DY 2NT DD 1 : NON LTI TN NI T2 XDPY 227 110 99N - .11 JTIND PN 199951 M
STINISN MNINNRND SNYNY 92 10 AN - T2 NN NNNR GN 10 PN - .7IPN D ¥ NIDY 29 DY GR 05N TNION N - Mpn ond ¥
190 1IN TDY PINN TONN RN 27 7P ,NAYA DIDN YY 2517 7PAY INNI YYD : 127 DN .INKRD YIN - DIV DM 12
925 X9Y 7D AN -T2 NN DNN N : 79 AN .NAY DIND IR TY YDID MAPYI ONIWOYW 120W , TPINNRD TN RN 19 NN

D DIV : RPIY MY NN .RYITN 1D 7IIMY 7PIPN .INKA NIN - DAY 022121 TINION Y NINNND SNYNIY 71 : T2 ONININ
AN ITPIDI YD PIDA : RPIOY 7D IR PIPINK NNYWNI 21D 7PHMY .DOYWIY 1 IR DIYY PR +N7ND I+ 19 90N 1TPI09
Y7 PIDA NP Y N PIINK NNYWIID 22D 7PDMY )95 1Y DN N2 TY %291 N2 PDIAON ON D +2 370V + D
TPDMY M OIDNN NXIWD TPY TIAOYIPN 3D N3 ¥TY YTYN 73 NVW OWIADN 23 OWYN NN TITY NN +7 170+ MY IR TP
AN - ITPIDD YD P10 719D NN NINAY NN IR D 7D IPDI INDID ,NNYIID Y1 1DIND 7PYMYT TY PTPINN XNWND 11D
YYOONDY D IIRT 10D YONYN MY DI MN NP> XINT I PN 905 19 110 DXNONX MNX YYD +) DONN+ : 1D
TN = RPID YTAININON : IIN OIANT RIONY ONWNID 92 1DOND 7TV ,71PYIPI NITNA MIN RPID INRT KON .DNIN NN
Y NIYIP

YINT RNYYY XDV, NNMIIND POYT DIWNA - PP YN NI ST OINNT RNVYD XY ,7PIDY YT NI IIN INKT 7dPWI NI D
PRN Y2TT TPV NI YD .1I2PN JUY NOYNI MNK ONND PONNT NADYD YT 7P HT 2010 : PRI 12T IINX .NONT DWW - 1Y
TN N - TXA PVPIONTPININND PPN KDY NI MN TN 17127 XOPIIY XN : PN 227 NN INKRT 7112PN XNIVIP P90
:NYTOD NN PYY NN .INNT MIAPN KIVIP PO - PN 27T 7PW) N) D 11PN WY NN MNNONN : TN 1INRD 71D
DK - XN N :ND PN IV AT 7D NIBN,ATT PHRPY RONN INN KW INI 1127, 79D TaY XD NN DIV 199N
DN - 1PINNA TIY PRI IIYA TII XYY PI XD +072 2PN+ NI N 1022 IWINI ¥ PYTY : NY TN OIN INK HYINA D
- 12 PNANYAY D - N2 PNNNY 19 229 AN 192 .27 YW IYDAD NIDIDI UK 1T T . PYYN 9N HNY ININY D% D
.199Y NN NNN DY

1INW 119 SNV Y +2 9NN+ DXNITIND : PN 217 INNX MIN I3 92 N2 VAN TINKT 71N NN ) 377 PRN 23N
WP IN - IND ONY I NN VP - NMINAN N TROND 2970 NNIT ON,NXIN MINAX 7 TR 3 1790 WP NN Nyt
DNYTY SNYTO MIYN TaD) DN 11T YR TRR VN +273 X9¥N+ YIT) NOYR KIP NN 137 : ¥IPY ¥ NN - 11N 1NN
INIP VP M TPAN 1Y THY ONIWI TN OVM IR NAOYAY +11710 DIDNN+ : NI TN NN 27 ONYTY NIN DN N
VAT .NXI2D RONOYW RTYY XINN DIX PN 727 : NITYND OIIN NN DT 29 NN I 0PI - N ,21TA - N, NOWP KD - DTN
53 : 72 1D 1TNND DXA5N YION IWNI NIY N DN YINT MIXIT INTI TN NI DX +/) DX PYN DY+ NITOIND : NI
TPNOYN .NONDI NN PR - NIDY Y3 DY R, 05N TRIN X, DRNDI 1INV NN PN - IRIND) VIV TONDNY 29 DY GN ,NT TN
19T 71PD19DY,1927 NDDT 1NN RAYHY ININP : 7D N 1NN TINT WYTPN TOAY NP XD : 79 TN INIONY KDY 721 129
L9 191N NN PN PRN 2T DRNON 7Y TINR INNT 7IDI0N NOYAY D) XPT DIWN - DRAN : 719 N IIRP K2 PRN
DY 0P PUNIN NIOP - NININ NWH NN NIOYW IO DTNY P12 : ININ N2 PNN : MNP RNV : 7P TN PITINDOP
SJOWIW DYPYTN DY AT DY 1IN D - DOYWI HY 10T DY Ay0ONN XN T2 WIYTPN T DN

Aher mutilated the shoots. Of him Scripture says: Suffer not thy mouth to bring thy flesh into guilt.
(Kohelet 5:5) What does it refer to? — He saw that permission was granted to Metatron to sit and
write down the merits of Israel. Said he: It is taught as a tradition that on high there is no sitting and
no emulation, and no back, and no weariness. Perhaps, — God forfend! — there are two divinities!
[Thereupon] they led Metatron forth, and punished him with sixty fiery lashes, saying to him: Why
didst thou not rise before him when thou didst see him? Permission was [then] given to him to
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strike out the merits of Aher. A Bath Kol went forth and said: Return, ye backsliding children —

except Aher.! [Thereupon] he said: Since I have been driven forth from yonder world, (i.e. no share
in the world to come) let me go forth and enjoy this world. So Aher went forth into evil courses. He
went forth, found a harlot and demanded her. She said to him: Art thou not Elisha b. Abuyah? [But]
when he tore a radish out of its bed on the Sabbath and gave it to her, she said: It is another [Aher].

After his apostasy, Aher asked R. Meir [a question], saying to him: What is the meaning of the verse:
God hath made even the one as well as the other? (Kohelet 7:14) He replied: It means that for
everything that God created He created [also] its counterpart. He created mountains, and created
hills; He created seas, and created rivers. Said [Aher] to him: R. Akiba, thy master, did not explain it
thus, but [as follows]: He created righteous, and created wicked; He created the Garden of Eden,
and created Gehinnom. Everyone has two portions, one in the Garden of Eden and one in
Gehinnom. The righteous man, being meritorious, takes his own portions and his fellow's portion in
the Garden of Eden. The wicked man, being guilty, takes his own portion and his fellow's portion in
Gehinnom. R. Mesharsheya said: What is the Biblical proof for this? In the case of the righteous, it
is written: Therefore in their land (i.e. paradise) they shall possess double.(Yeshayahu 61:7) In the
case of the wicked it is written: And destroy them with double destruction. (Yirmiyahu 17:18)

After his apostasy, Aher asked R. Meir: What is the meaning of the verse: Gold and glass cannot
equal it; neither shall the exchange thereof be vessels of fine gold? (Iyov (28:17) He answered: These
are the words of the Torah, which are hard to acquire like vessels of fine gold, but are easily
destroyed (forgotten) like vessels of glass. Said [Aher| to him: R. Akiba, thy master, did not explain
thus, but [as follows]: Just as vessels of gold and vessels of glass, though they be broken, have a
remedy, (i.e. can be repaired) even so a scholar, though he has sinned, has a remedy. (i.e. can repent)
[Thereupon, R. Meir| said to him: Then, thou, too, repent! He replied: I have already heard from
behind the Veil: Return ye backsliding children — except Aher.

Our Rabbis taught: Once Aher was riding on a horse on the Sabbath, and R. Meir was walking
behind him to learn Torah at his mouth. Said [Aher] to him: Meir, turn back, for I have already
measured by the paces of my horse that thus far extends the Sabbath limit. (i.e. past the permitted
boundary of two thousand cubits) He replied: Thou, too, go back! [Aher] answered: Have I not
already told thee that I have already heard from behind the Veil: ‘Return ye backsliding children” —
except Aher. [R. Meir| prevailed upon him and took him, to a schoolhouse. [Aher| said to a child:
Recite for me thy verse! (i.e. which you have studied today) [The child] answered: There is no peace,
saith the Lord, unto the wicked. (Yeshayahu 48:22) He then took him to another schoolhouse.
[Aher] said to a child: Recite for me thy verse! He answered: For though thou wash thee with nitre,
and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before Me, saith the Lord God (Yirmiyahu

! According to our passage, Aher was guilty of the heresy of dualism. L. Ginzberg (J.E. vol. V, pp. 138-139) denies all
historic worth to the story given here, which, on account of its reference to Metatron — which he declares to be a
specifically Babylonian idea — and its lack of connection with the introductory words, he declares to be of late
origin. Ginzberg prefers the parallel account in J. Hag. I, |, where it is related that when Elisha saw a scholar he
slew him, that he enticed the young from studying the Torah, and that he informed against the Jews when they
sought to perform the work they were ordered to do on the Sabbath in a manner not to break the Law, These
events undoubtedly refer to the period of the Hadrianic persecutions. In the J.T. two reasons are mentioned for his
apostasy: according to some, he saw one man break the precept of Deut. XXII, 7, without coming to harm, and
another observe it and get killed; according to others, he saw the tongue of the great scholar R. Judah Nahtum in
the mouth of a dog. The J.T. also gives a different version of the verses discussed by Elisha with R. Meir, and of
what R. Meir said on his master's death (v. J.E. vol. VIII, p. 434).
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2:22). He took him to yet another schoolhouse, and [Aher] said to a child: Recite for me thy verse!
He answered: And thou, that art spoiled, what doest thou, that thou clothest thyself with scarlet, that
thou deckest thee with ornaments of gold, that thou enlargest thine eyes with paint? In vain dost
thou make thyself fair etc. (Yirmiyahu 4:30) He took him to yet another schoolhouse until he took
him to thirteen schools: all of them quoted in similar vein. When he said to the last one, Recite for
my thy verse, he answered: But unto the wicked God saith: “‘What hast thou to do to declare My
statutes etc.? (Tehillim 50:16) That child was a stutterer, so it sounded as though he answered: ‘But
to Elisha (as opposed to lrasha — to the wicked) God saith’. Some say that [Aher] had a knife with
him, and he cut him up and sent him to the thirteen schools: and some say that he said: Had I a
knife in my hand I would have cut him up.

When Aher died, they said: (in heaven) Let him not be judged, nor let him enter the world to come.
Let him not be judged, because he engaged in the study of the Torah; nor let him enter the world to
come, because he sinned. R. Meir said: It were better that he should be judged and that he should
enter the world to come. When I die I shall cause (by my prayer) smoke to rise from his grave. (a
sign he was judged and punished) When R. Meir died, smoke rose up from Ahet's grave. R. Johanan
said: [What] a mighty deed to burn his master! There was one amongst us, and we cannot save him;
(one scholar went astray, yet all of us together cannot save him) if I were to take him by the hand,
who would snatch him from me! [But] said he: When I die, I shall extinguish the smoke from his
grave. (a sign of forgiveness) When R. Johanan died, the smoke ceased from Ahet's grave. The
public mourner began [his oration] concerning him (R. Johanan) thus: Even the janitor (of Hell)
could not stand before thee, O master!

Aher's daughter [once| came before Rabbi and said to him: O master, support me! He asked her:
‘Whose daughter art thou?’ She replied: I am Aher's daughter. Said he: Are any of his children left in
the world? Behold it is written: He shall have neither son nor son's son among his people, nor any
remaining in his dwellings.(Iyov 18:19) She answered: Remember his Torah (the study of) and not
his deeds. Forthwith, a fire came down and enveloped Rabbi's bench. [Thereupon] Rabbi wept and
said: If it be so on account of those who dishonor her, (the Torah) how much more so on account
of those who honor her!

But how did R. Meir learn Torah at the mouth of Aher? Behold Rabbah b. Bar Hana said that R.
Johanan said: What is the meaning of the verse, For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and
they should seek the Law at his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts? (Malachi 2:7)
[This means that] if the teacher is like an angel of the Lord of hosts, they should seek the Law at his
mouth, but if not, they should not seek the Law at his mouth! — Resh Lakish answered: R. Meir
found a verse and expounded it [as follows]|: Incline thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and
apply thy heart unto my knowledge. (Mishlei 22:17) It does not say, ‘unto their knowledge’, but ‘unto
my knowledge’. (Since the heart may not be applied to their knowledge, it shows that the acts of the
wise men referred to must be wicked. Nevertheless, their words may be listened to. Thus, R. Meir
could learn from Aher, provided he did not imitate the latter's deeds). R. Hanina said, [he decided it]
from here: Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people,
and thy father's house etc. (Tehillim 45:11) The verses contradict one another! There is no
contradiction: in the one case Scripture refers to an adult, in the other to a child. When R. Dimi
came [to Babylon]| he said: In the West, they say: R. Meir ate the date and threw the kernel away.
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