Who's Who in the Talmud
R. Akiva Part III — Bar Kochva

Y. Ta'anit 4:5 68d-69a

R. Simeon b. Yohai taught, “Akiva, my master,
would interpret the following verse: ‘A star
(kochav) shall come forth out of Jacob’ (Num
24:17) - “A disappointment (kozeba) shall come
forth out of Jacob.” R. Akiva: When he saw Bar
Kozeba he said, “This is the King Messiah.” Said
to him R. Yohanan ben Toreta, “Akival Grass will
grow on your cheeks and the Messiah will not yet
have come!”

Said R. Yohanan, “Upon orders [voice’] of Caesar
Hadrian in Betar they killed 80,000 myriads.

Said R. Yohanan, “There were 80,000 pairs of
trumpeters that surrounded Betar. Each one was in
charge of a number of troops. Ben Kozebah was
there, and he had 200,000 troops who, [as a sign of
loyalty], had cut off their little finger. Sages sent
word to him, ‘How long are you going to turn
Israel into a maimed people?” He said to them,
‘How otherwise is it possible to test them?” They
replied to him, “Whoever cannot uproot a cedar of
Lebanon while riding on his horse will not be
registered in your army.” So there were 200,000
who qualified in one way, and another who
qualified in another way.”

When he would go forth in battle, he would say,
“Lord of the world! Do not help and do not hinder
us! ‘Hast thou not rejected us O God? Though
dost not go forth O God, with our armies™ (Ps.
60:10).

Three and a half years did Hadrian besiege Beitar.
R. Elazar of Modiin would sit on sack cloth and
ashes and pray every day, saying, “Lord of the
worlds! Do not sit in judgment today! Do not sit in
judgment today!”

Hadrian wanted to go see him. A Samaritan
(Kuthie) said to him, “Do not go to him until I see
what he is doing, and so hand over the city [Beitat]
to you” He got into the city through a drain pipe.
He went and found R. Eleazar of Modiin standing
and praying. He pretended to whisper something
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in his ear. The townspeople saw him do this and
brought him to Ben Kozeba. They told him, “We
saw this man having dealings with your uncle.” He
said to him, “What did you say to him, and what
did he say to you?” He said to him, “If I tell you,
then the king will kill me, and if I do not tell you
then you will kill me. It is better that the king kill
me and not you.” He said to him, ““He said to me
‘I shall hand over my city’ (I shall make peace™

He went to R. Eleazar of Modiin. He said to him,
what did this Samaritan say to your” He replied,
“Nothing.” He said to him, “What did you say to
him?” He said to him, “Nothing.” Ben Kozeba
gave [Eleazar| one good kick and killed him.

Forthwith an echo came forth and proclaimed the
following verse: “Woe to my worthless shepherd,
who deserts the flock! Let his arm be wholly
withered, and his right eye utterly blinded”! (Zech.
11:17)

“You have murdered Eleazer of Modiin, the arm

of all Israel and their right eye. Therefore may the
right arm of that man wither, may his right eye be
utterly blinded!” Forthwith Beitar was taken and

Ben Kozebah was killed.

They came and brought his head to Hadrian. He
said, “who killed this man?” A Samaritan (Kuthie)
said, “I killed him.” He said to him, “show me his
corpse.” He showed him his corpse. He found a
large snake wrapped around him. He said, “If it
were not God who had killed him, who could have
killed him?” And concerning him he cited the
following verse: “How should one chase a
thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight]
unless their Rock had sold them, and the Lord
given them up?” (Deut. 32:30)
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