Laws of Eiruvin
Part 2: Building an Eiruv

1. Mastering Your Domains

There are four domains regarding Shabbat:
1. Reshut Harabbim (Public Domain)
a. Road at least 16 amot wide (28
feet) (Shabbat 992)
b. No roof
c. Fewer than 3 walls
d. * 600,000 People
2. Reshut Hayahid (Private Domain):
a. Area of 4x4 tefachim
b. Surrounded by walls / divisions
of 10 tefachim in height (40
inches)

3. Karmalit: Does not meet criteria of
either Reshut Harabbim or Reshhut

Hayahid
a. Does not have road cutting
through it.

b. Does not have surrounding walls
4. Makom Petur: Area fewer than 4x4
tefachim, higher than 3 tefachim from
the ground.
See B. Shabbat 6a
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2. B. Shabbat 6a

Courtyards for many, and alleys which are
not open — if there was an "eruv" it is
permitted [to carry], without an eruv it is
forbidden to carry.

N NNY I 97 DAY NN 23 NMndn
12PY,PWIN IPRY MINXIAN) D27 HY MINN
DYNON - 12PY XY, PINN -

2. Mind the Gap

3. Shulhan Aruch O.C. 363:1

If an area has 3 walls, the sages forbade
carrying in until some "correction" has been
made to the fourth

Three types of "corrections:"

1. Lechi >n> — Vertical Post

2. Korah N7 — Horizontal Post

3. Tzurat Hapetach nnan N7 — Image of a
doorframe.
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4. Shulhan Aruch 364:1

An alley which is open on two sides to a
public domain or one side towards a karmalit
(Ramo: or two sides which open towards a
karmalit) requires a tzurat hapetach on one
end (towards the public domain) and a lechi
or korah on the other. But if one side opens
to a public domain an the second opens to a
courtyard not included in the eruv, then you
only need a lechi or korah at either
enterance. (Ramo: this assumes that the
physical conditions are met for allowing a
lechi or korah [e.g. the gap cannot be more
than 10 amot wide]).
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3. Reshut Harabbim, Eiruvin, and 600,000

5. Shulhan Aruch O.C. 364:2

A public domain itself is not permitted [to
make an eruv in it] except by doors which
are locked at night. And some say that these
doors to not actually need to be locked, but
rather only that they cou/d be locked. For
example if the doors were buried in dirt such
that they could be fixed and able to be
locked and after this "fixing" is done with
these doors, the entire area is considered one
courtyard (hatzer) and does not need any
further modifications.

2 9O¥0 TOY 1120 BN NN TV INHIY
,MINYTA NON NN NN NNKY DX MYI
PRY 97YN DMININ Y .NDMDI MOYNY NI
PN ORY ,OYPY NMIXT PIDY TN HIN MOYN)
NPINT PPV PPNNY INIX N9 I9¥2 MYPIVN
N2IVN MNDT NPIN DD NYYY INNY DY
PPN P ML PRI TN I¥ND 191D

6. B. Shabbat 6b

The Master said: “That is [absolute] public
ground. What does this exclude? — It
excludes R. Judah's other [ruling]. For we
learnt: R. Judah said: If the public
thoroughfare interposes between them, it
must be removed to the side; but the Sages
maintain: It is unnecessary. And why is it
called ‘absolute?” — Because the first clause
states ‘absolute’, the second does likewise.
Now, let the desert too be enumerated, for it
was taught: What is public ground? A high-
road, a great open space, open alleys and the
desert?-Said Abave, There is no difficulty:
The latter means when the Israelites dwelt in
the desert; the former refers to our own days
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7. Rashi Eiruvin 59a sv Ir

"A city of individuals" — This refers to a city
that did not have 600,000 people
continuously in the area, and it is not
considered a public domain because it is not
similar to the tribes [literally 'flags'] in the
desert.
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4. The Problem with "String Theory"

8. Rambam Laws of Shabbat 16:16

Any wall which has more open than standing
is not a valid wall, but if the opening is equal
to the wall, then it is valid — provided that
the opening does not equal 10 amot because
10 amot and less are considered an opening.
If the opening had a Tzurat Hapetach, even
though the gap is laregr than 10 [amot, this
gap| does not invalidated the wall — provided
there is not more open space than closed.
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