Rabbinic Responses to Christian Thought

I. Role of Law

1. Gal 3:10-12

All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone
who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law." Cleatly no one is
justified before God by the law, because, "The righteous will live by faith." The law is not
based on faith; on the contrary, "The man who does these things will live by them."

2a. Matt 5:18-19 2b. Romans 7:6

I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth But now, by dying to what once bound us,
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the we have been released from the law so that
least stroke of a pen, will by any means we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and
disappear from the Law until everything is not in the old way of the written code.

accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of
the least of these commandments and
teaches others to do the same will be called
least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever
practices and teaches these commands will
be called great in the kingdom of heaven
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for this one thing," he despises the word of 7321 92725 N

God.

I1. Legal Interpretation

4. Mark 2:23-28

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and as his disciples walked along, they
began to pick some heads of grain. The Pharisees said to him, "Look, why are they doing
what is unlawful on the Sabbath?" He answered, "Have you never read what David did when
he and his companions were hungry and in need? In the days of Abiathar the high priest, he
entered the house of God and ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests to
eat. And he also gave some to his companions." Then he said to them, "The Sabbath was
made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath."

5. Rom. 2:28-29

A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and
physical. No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the
heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a man's praise is not from men, but from

God.

6. Sifrei Bamidbar 112 2% NP5 13793 7190
"Because he has despised the word of God" 1% 390 MIN NN OPITS DT N2 'N 92T 2D
— this is the Sadducee. "And his D9 NN DY D32 0 92T M KT LOYMPraN

JY1 1’12 391010 NT 990 IMXN DX NN

commandments he has broken" — this is the
Apikores. Another reading: "Because he has
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despised the word of God" — this is the one
who gives a wrong interpretation of the
Torah. "And his commandment he has
broken" — this is the one who makes void
the covenant of the flesh.

ITI. Personal Responsibility and Following Torah

7. Romans 8:3

For what the law was powertless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did
by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.

8. Romans 7:14-20

We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. I do not
understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. And if I do
what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who
do it, but it is sin living in me. I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful
nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is
not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. Now if 1
do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.
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themselves with T'orah and acts of kindness
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they by their inclination
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used to say: Whosoever occupies himself
with the Torah for its own sake his learning
becomes an elixir of life to him, for it is said

.It is a tree of life to them that grasp it; and it ONPY VNI G NIV ,MNN DD 19 TPU
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me findeth life. But, whosoever occupies
himself with the Torah not for its own sake,
it becomes to him a deadly poison, as it is
said, My doctrine shall drop as the rain, and
‘arifa surely means, death, as it is said, And
they shall break [we'arfu] the heifer's neck
there in the valley.
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IV. Predestination and Sin
11. Mark 5:29-30

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son,
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also
called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

12. M. Avot 3:15

R. Akiva says: All is seen, and permission is
given, and the world is judged with
goodness, and everything is in accordance
with the reponderance of [man's] deed]s].
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13. B. Beracht 33a
And R. Hanina said, all is in the hands of
heaven except for the fear of heaven, for it is

said, "and now Istrael what does God ask of
you but to fear him?" (Dev. 10:12)
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14. B. Hagigga 15a

After his apostasy, Aher asked R. Meir:
What is the meaning of the verse: Gold and
glass cannot equal it; neither shall the
exchange thereof be vessels of fine gold? He
answered: These are the words of the Torah,
which are hard to acquire like vessels of fine
gold, but are easily destroyed like vessels of
glass. Said [Aher] to him: R. Akiba, thy
master, did not explain thus, but [as follows]:
Just as vessels of gold and vessels of glass,
though they be broken, have a remedy, even
so a scholar, though he has sinned, has a
remedy.
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V. Sources of Power
15. Romans 13:1-6

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except
that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.

Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has

instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no
terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from

fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is
God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the
sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the
wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of
possible punishment but also because of conscience. This is also why you pay taxes, for the
authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to governing. Give everyone what you
owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if

honor, then honor.
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commandments and shall not hearken unto

thy words in all that you commanded him, Al
he shall be put to death. Now, one might
have thought that this holds good even
[when the transgression is committed] for
the sake of the study of the law: it is
therefore written, "only" [Rak] be strong and
of good courage

17. Matt. 9:6
But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...."
Then he said to the paralytic, "Get up, take your mat and go home

VI. Miracles, and Faith

18. John 4:46-54

Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there
was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this man heard that
Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal
his son, who was close to death. "Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders,"
Jesus told him, "you will never believe." The royal official said, "Sir, come down before my
child dies." Jesus replied, "You may go. Your son will live." The man took Jesus at his word
and departed. While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy
was living. When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, "The
fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour." Then the father realized that this was the exact
time at which Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live." So he and all his houschold
believed. This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from
Judea to Galilee.
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He replied: I am neither a prophet nor the
son of a prophet, but I learnt this from
experience. If my prayer is fluent in my
mouth, I know that he is accepted: but if not,
I know that he is rejected.
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